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Sociolinguistics
Dr. M. Al-Hilal-Lecture 1

In this lecture, we will discuss the following:
b Lo (HBLS (o g 63 pualaall 020 o
1-Why do we study language?
Al Al 5o Lde 13 @
2- Characteristics of Language.
Axll) jaillad o
A-  Language Is a system.
.eUéa.'a azlll o
B-Language has the potential to create new meanings
B e Bla e 3 j0all Lepal dall) o
C-Language can have multiple functions:
Badeie cailds g dxll S o) (S @
a. Language used referentially.
Az pe deddiall 4211 @
b. Language used affectively
apdlle 40030l 421 o
c. Language used aesthetically
adlen daddiicadl 2alll o
d. Language used phatically.
phatically 4xlll s2a35.5 o
D-  Language is diverse
dc giia dzlll o
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Why do we study language?45l) (i 13l
e When we study language we discover more about different

fields of knowledge:

Psycholinguistics Sociolinguistics
Artificial intelligence Applied linguistics
= liall 1S4 daanlail) il gall)

Psycholinguistics (gdill 4alll ale

Definition: <& ad
Psycholinguistics: 1s the study of how
listeners recognize words and
utterances, or how damage to our brains
results in certain kind of language
disorders.

SIS ol S Al 53 5 : il 231 ke
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Applied Linguistics 4uiuhil) ey gl
A branch of linguistics where we study how to learn and to teach different
languages.

AdliAal) Cilalll anlad g alafd 208 )23 Cua Sy alll & 3 @

Sociolinguistics
The study of the relation between language and society and the
different varieties of language people use

Ll et A5l (pe dalide &) g3l 5 aaiaall 5 42ll) Cp ABD0 AL )2 @
Artificial intelligence: s tka¥) £lS1)
The study of how to make computers more sophisticated

| yshat ST 55 el 5 jeal Jan A0S 4 0 @

Who is interested in Language?$4allL aiga b (e

Language related issues are discussed in newspapers, television, lectures,
etc.
& e pumlaa g oy ol 5 cCianall b L Loy Alall a3 A2l o
-¢.g. complaining about jargon used in classroom
oyl J geadl) 8 Ferdional clallacadl G oy S5 o
-e.g. coining new words.
RATRENFURON A T
-e.g. importance of political speeches, etc.
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What is language? 4alll a L

Characteristics of Language.
1- Language is a system.

2- Language has the potential to create new meanings

Buaa Alee GlA e 3 08l Lepal 4all)

3- Language can have multiple functions.

Badxile ailds g Axll o) oSG L'j Ol

4- Language is diverse

Language is a system. aUai 4all

e Language is a systematic way of combining smaller units into larger units for the
purpose of communication:

eVl (a5l Claa g A raal Gl s o peall dngia 48y )L 430 o

Free dom Uij / ful
Freedom Useful

Ex. syntax

book Very This is useful
This book is very Useful
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Phonemes, Lexical items, Syntaxstill (draazall 3 gall g <l guall

e Phonemes: the sounds of our language. E.g. /k/, /t/, etc.
Lita] &l gual cili guall @
e Lexical items: the words of our language. E.g. Help, homework, etc.

Ll el sisaanall 35l @

e Syntax: grammatical rules which determine how words can be combined into
phrases and sentences:

e E.g. The nice book *book the nice
Jane 1s happy *Is happy Jane
The use of a star * means that the sentence 1s ungrammatical.

(%53 »2)) ¢l ungrammatical deall Gf Sz * dan pladivl o

Language has the potential to create new meanings
B Alaa 314 o 5 a8l Lgmal dall)

Arabic: diaf Sy
English:  Important unimportant
Boss Bossy

We can easily understand what these new words mean:
Basaad) cilalSl) o3a (Ank 13la Al gy agdi ) LiiSay

-Unimportant = not important
-Bossy = to order people around.
This characteristics distinguishes human language from other languages:
(s AY) Allll e 4y ydul) Aalll judd ailadl) sl
E.g. Birds have very limited range of messages.
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Language can have multiple functions:

+ Badmie cailds g Aall ) SO o S

e Language can be used in different ways:

Adliig (3 )k Al Aot (Sa @

A.Language used referentially.
B.Language used affectively.
C.Language used aesthetically.
D.Language used phatically.

A.Language used referentially.

o Referential use of language can be found in examples giving information

or instructions the speaker wants the hearer to do. The purpose is to

transmit accurate or non-ambiguous information.

AlSiall Cilaglas 5l il slaa gllac Y 22l Al oxa yall JalSil) alasin) e e ULY) (S @
Aozade ) ol dadall il slaall Ja (2 jall 5 4y ALl adiisall &y

e Eg.

e -Put those papers on the table.
e -Open this door.

e Your instruction is referential because it gives information about what you
want placed (the papers) and where you want them placed (on the table).
Mjaéjdgﬂ&g;J(thepapers) daa g yile Jes la glaa glacty CAJA&\AJ::\ °

.( on the table)
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e Language used affectively:

Lable daadiuddl 42lll o
e When language is used affectively, the speaker/writer expresses his/her feelings or
attitudes.
88l gall ) e liadl e uilKl/aISial) o yry cbilale dalll aladiu) 2 @
Eg. Wow, she is very beautiful.
Oh, he is coming!
e The affective function of language expresses the speakers’ or writers’ feelings and
attitudes.

() gl g QUSY jeliia o ualSiall e et Slddhlall Zalll il s @

e Language used aesthetically
Lllea Gadiiosall 2a)

o Aesthetic language is usually used in poetry not in science.
aslall 3 Y jedll b dlleal) dall sadiii Lasale o
e Aesthetic language can hold people's interest.
i) Aaliadd dad o Sy Adlaall 2211 @
e Language performing aesthetic function is designed to please the senses through
actual or imagined sounds and through metaphor.
IR ey dlidia 5 4lad ) gaal DA (e Gl sl elia )Y dlaad) diida o)) o5l Aalll apaai a5 @
5 jaiu)
Ex. Speech is silver silence 1s gold.

D. Language used phatically
e The phatic function 1s used to keep communication lines open and also
keep social relationships well.
ANl e Llaall Lyl 5 4a gite Jlasty) Lo glas e Llaall phatic Al aladsiu) o3 e
Lyl A LaiaY)

e It helps in maintaining cohesion within social groups.
dpelia¥) cladl) Jals elulall e bliall dacly il o
e Refers to the everyday usage of language
Gl o gal) AlRIY) ) i e
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o Refers to the small talk between people to share feelings or establish a
mood of sociability; phatic language is for the sake of interaction that
opens up a social channel.

Ll 48 e Laa¥) ozl e oLt 5l elial) Jalisl Qulil) (s 5 ysieall ialadll L)) i o
Aol 5l i) A Jelal) JaY

Ex.

Greetings: How are you today?

Discussions of the weather: It is very warm today.

Language is Diverseic sic a 4all)
e There 1s more than one variety of English: English varies
between countries. Eg.
Gt A Salaty) ARl Calias o4, plaiy) dall de site de gana (e ST s o
Gl

Indian English, American English, etc.
Language use varies within a country.
Eg.

Classical Arabic and Modern Arabic
Formal Arabic and informal Arabic.




