Lecture 7
On His Blindness-By John Milton (1608-1674)

Poet John Milton: 	                                              في البداية تكلم الدكتور عن الشاعر (نبذه عامة)
Was the son of a rich man spent on his education a lot of money, he studied at the best schools and universities at that time was known at the University of Cambridge title ((Lady faculty)) because he was thin, gentle and devoted most of his time to study.

By this poem when he was on the verge of becoming blind at the age of less than 25 years began his eyesight dims slowly was sad,
But the strange thing about it, or the irony that he wrote after he lost his eyesight the best and most important poems in English literature.
This poem describes the sadness and the pain at that stage dire.

John Milton was followed by a religious purist offshoot of the Protestant Church and was against the Kings.

Learn many languages ​​because of his appointment as ambassador on several occasions and gone on missions to Europe, Political.

When there was the Reformation, and the execution of the king a lot of people kept on the life of John Milton because of his knowledge and his fame as a character ((Cultured)) and a knowledge of several languages.

On His Blindness

	Poem
	الترجمة

	When I consider how my light is spent1
Ere half my days2, in this dark world and wide,
And that one Talent3 which is death to hide,
Lodg'd with me useless4, though my Soul more bent
To serve therewith5 my Maker, and present
My true account6, least he returning chides,
Doth God exact7 day - labour, light denied,
I fondly ask; But patience8 to prevent
That murmur, soon replies, God doth not need9
Either man's work or his own gifts10, who best
Bear his mild yoke11; they serve him best, his State
Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And post12 over Land and Ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait.
	عندما أتذكر فى حسرة كيف ضاع بصرى ,
قبل أن ينتصف عمرى ، فى هذا العالم المظلم الفسيح ,
ففقد نعمة االبصر نقمة تعادل الموت ,
محاصرٌ بعجزى ، بالرغم أنى كنت ُ أسعى
لأخدمكَ يا خالقى، وأقدم لك َ كتابى بيمينى ، خوفاً من سخطك،
هل يطلب منى الله خدمة عباده وأنا فاقد للبصر .
سألتُ بحمق ولكن الصبرَ منعنى من الشكوى
أخبرنى الصبر أن الله لا يحتاج لعمل العبد
ولا استخدام ما أنعم اللهُ عليهِ هؤلاء الناس الذين يطيعونهُ
و يخضعون لمشيئته هم الذين يخدمونهُ بصدق هو الملك الأعظم
آلافٌ من عبيده يُسَبحون بحمدهِ فى البر والبحر بلا كلل :
والناس الذين يصبرون وينتظرون أوامره
هم أيضاً بكل بساطة يخدمون الله .

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Notes: 
1. light is spent: This clause presents a double meaning: 
           (a) how I spend my days,
           (b) how it is that my sight is used up.
2. Ere half my days: Before half my life is over. Milton was completely blind by 1652, the year he turned 44.
3. talent: See Line 3 which is a key to the meaning  of the poem. 
4. useless: Unused. 
5. therewith: By that means, by that talent; with it 
6. account: Record of accomplishment; worth
7.   exact:   Demand, require 
8.   fondly: Foolishly, unwisely 
9.   Patience: Milton personifies patience, capitalizing it and having it speak.  
10.  God . . . gifts: God is sufficient unto Himself. He requires nothing outside of Himself to exist and be happy. 
11. yoke: Burden, workload. 
12. post: Travel. 
13. chide: scold or reproach gently.

Explain the poem:

This poem is the sonnet because it consists of quartets
· 
For a man devout Blind means a light interior and the opportunity to learn spiritual energy inside.
· He spoke about two things grounds:
    -   First he did not live his life after before blind because he lost his eyesight and is still in the first of his youth.
· Second, he wonders how he spent his life before his blindness.

· The poet is like the universe around him after he became blind, there lived in a big grave.
· In the third line expresses its deep regret because his talent is no longer benefit, after becoming blind.
The word ((talent)) in the third line is the key to the poem and the word that the general meaning of a poem.

· This means that he suffers the loss of the ability to use or the use of his talent, which has characterized because of the loss of sight, making it a sad and thought of suicide but his faith prevented him from so great.

· In the third line shows the poet's desire to serve the Lord through his poems and this is what prevented him from committing suicide to use his talent to maximize the Lord.

· Line 7th & 8th  frustrated ask the question of whether the Lord does not need our work to our talents, and then begin to challenge due to the satisfaction afterwards.
And he must be patient and accept the will of the Lord, and must live in peace with the Lord's will.

Main theme of the poem:

· That man is limited and small and weak.
· Sight is not only to look eye to the outside world, but the interior light and the spiritual is more important.
· The first duties of man on earth are to serve the Lord by humans.
· We accept the will of the Lord because this is the only way to win him mercy and blessing.

تذكير: الموشحة المعتادة الله يسعدكم ويوفقني وإياكم الرجوع للمحاضرة مهم...
دعواتكم
بدويه
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