
Act 3
Realism:  representation of reality- the  technique of representing reality as it is. 
the movement of Realism in drama appeared  because  there was no representation of reality before.  the kind of literature that existed before the appearance of Realism was Romantic- Classical literature. there was romantic and sentimental plays before appearance of Realism, lost of emotions and sentiments , people of super characteristics; very brave, not ordinary. or they were comedy plays which based on the  life of upper class people. middle class and working class were not totally considered that well. they were not worthy of discussion in literature. important roles were given to high class people. 
 the movement of Realism started as a reaction  to Romanticism , romantic plays. it started around 
Naturalism appears later or side by side with realism.  it is difficult to differentiate between realism and naturalism. 
 Naturalism is realism plus something else. it is based on realism. it is a modern form or outgrowth of realism.  it is an exaggerated form of realism. 
the purpose of naturalists and realists is to show reality-  faithful representation of reality.  realistic plays choose characters life- like.  characters that live life-like situations,  ordinary situations that happen in real life. 
a realist selects, chooses realistic details  from life and develops these details through his imagination.  a realist only chooses acceptable details of one's life.  a realist does not go into details of ugly things, things related to sex, very bad moral issues. a realist would never show anything that is morally bad. he may hint to it, implicit. sex is implicit, only hinted to, not talked about 
while naturalist tries to present life as it is along with its sordid issues showing explicitly without leaving any details. sex issues are showed explicitly.  the naturalist aims at giving a photograph- a copy- a slice of life play.  he selects a slice of life and shows it all in details. he  does not drop, does not reject anything. a naturalists gives us a photographic picture of life. 
these movements influenced subject matter and technique. drama consists of subject matter and technique- what you present and how you present it. 
in subject matter ,realist presents the daily  life of middle class . while naturalists focus on the working class. what is shown in their daily life usually implore complex ethical choices= weather to tell the truth or not- to choose what is right to do.  it is not easy to decide what is right to do. 
naturalism shows the hardships of life. these plays are about  violence, prostitution, vices, diseases  these are  the issues which were previously taboos. people would not like to talk about that or present them on the stage.   
what about the techniques? the way they presented the subject matter? 
 characters are mixture of good and bad,  settings, costumes are authentic, true to the situation, true to the class, to their profession. 
naturalism give minute details of characters and settings. 
settings are ordinary,  usually indoors- kitchen, living room, dining room. 
the stage , three walls, the fourth wall is invisible, facing the audience. 
the dialogue is every day speech , spoken in the  vernacular- the speech of an area . 
a realist does not make use of high sounded words or poetic language. 
these plays are objective. they tend to show us reality.  the voice  of the playwright is  absent.  the more objective, the more realistic. 
characters are more important than plot. primary focus is based on character, exploring his psychology , motives of his action and his reaction to different situation.
when we read the play, it is mostly about characters,  how he thinks, reacts, feels, why he hates other persons. 
incidents are not very important. the plot is not very important. characters are more important. 
mostly realistic plays are pessimistic.متشائم
 unities of place, time and action  are there.  time should not exceed 24 hours- one day.  unity of place, to have one or two settings in one city. unity of action; to have one plot. 
naturalists believe in Darwin's theory of Natural Selection. this theory has powerful influence on naturalists.  
all forms  of life- human or animals evolve from  the same - the survival of the fittest-  who is fit  will survive. this theory influenced literature and  presented a very horrible picture of the world. it shows society with all people trying to survive. in their struggle for survival, they do not mind harming others. it is like a race. everyone wants to win. he can push aside other people. the one who survives is the one who reaches the ends of the race. 
heredity and environment - Darwin  theorized that heredity and environment play an important  part in shaping characters. 
heredity  is important, whether you will survive or not depends on what your ancestors left you- what you inherited from your parents.
realism  shows that human being can make choices.  the subject matter is complex ethical issues -  there are many choices one can make. the protagonist  is faced with man moral choices and he has to choose . it depends on him to choose. 
Naturalists say that man does not have many choices. it is the fate or nature that decides for him. if a person is born in a poor family, he is domed to be poor. our fate is already decided. the action is the same but the result is different. this is determinism 
Naturalists believe that man has no free will. his course f life is determined by  environment and heredity. 
this is a major difference between Realism and Naturalism. 
in the Wild Duck, Hedvig is domed to be blind. she cannot stop it because she inherited this diseases from her grandmother.
Freud's theory of psychoanalysis will show in the play. 
 These plays focus more on the psychological motives of the characters.  They go under the influence of Freud's theory of psychoanalysis. 
Hialmar is poor minded. he was brought up by two stupid aunts. 
Hedvig is sharper than Hialmar . she is a daughter of a man who is really sharp. 
  Hedvig  can understand Gregers's double meaning more than Hialmar. this is all heredity. mental , temperament similarity.  it shows that they have the same lines, they came from the same line. 
Werle and  Old Ekdal show the issue of the wood between them. it is very clear manifestation of the survival of the fittest. it shows practically the theory of the survival of the fittest.  both had to be punished when the issue of the wood was discovered. but Werle seems to be the smarter. he makes the case look like as if Ekdal is the one who is only involved. he  proved to be the fittest according to the situation. Ekdal did  not prove to be the fittest so he lost his wealth, his reputation and all his life. 
the Wild Duck  is not strictly realistic or naturalistic play.  it has both elements of realism and elements of naturalism. 
After Ekdal was punished, he had an idea that Werle is responsible for sending him to prison. he knew it but he could not proof it. he accepts to work for him. it is a very  complex situation. Ekdal is supposed to  have strong hatred for Werle. he did not take revenge. he worked for him. he did not turn away from him. the basic needs of life- the need for survival is very important. he has accepted the lowest status to turn to him. 
any play that is built on the suffering of the poor class is a naturalist play.  if it shows the ugly issues, immoral issues  of life, it is naturalist play. 
Act III
Hedvig said that the wild duck is hers and her grandfather borrowed it from her. 
Hedvig.    Yes, for it's my wild duck. 
Gregers.    Of course it is. 
Hedvig.    Yes, it belongs to me. But I lend it to father and grandfather as often as they please. 
Gregers.    Indeed? What do they do with it?
Hedvig.    Oh, they look after it, and build places for it, and so on. 
Gregers.    I see; for no doubt the wild duck is by far the most distinguished inhabitant of the garret? 
Hedvig.    Yes, indeed she is; for she is a real wild fowl, you know. And then she is so much to be pitied; she has no one to care for, poor thing. 
Gregers.    She has no family, as the rabbits have 
Hedvig.    No. The hens too, many of them, were chickens together; but she has been taken right away from all her friends. And then there is so much that is strange about the wild duck. Nobody know

Hialmar and his father satisfy themselves that they are working by taking care of the garret by simply changing the places of the birds.
Hedvig thinks that the wild duck has to be pitied because she  is alone, she  has no family. she is not living in her natural environment. she has no friends, no chicks. having chickens means having a mission- to have someone to take care of- to feel responsible for someone-  it gives meaning in life to have someone depending on you. 
this wild duck has to be pitied because it has no friends, no younger babies  to take care of. this duck has no mission in life. that is why Hedvig thinks that it has to be pitied. it  has no companion. it is not living in her natural environment. all other animals, rabbits, hens are domestic animals. they are living in their natural environment. but  the wild duck does not live in its natural environment. it  has no friends, no companions, no chicks , no younger babies. 
Hialmar [ (showing a double-barrelled pistol).]    Oh, only with this thing. 
Gina.    Yes, you and grandfather will do yourselves a mischief some day with that there pigstol. 
Hialmar[ (with irritation).]    I believe I have told you that this kind of firearm is called a pistol. 
Gina. Oh, that doesn't make it much better, that I can see. 
Gregers.    So you have become a sportsman, too, Hialmar? 
Hialmar.    Only a little rabbit-shooting now and then. Mostly to please father, you understand. 
Gina.    Men are strange beings; they must always have something to pervert theirselves with. 
Hialmar[ (snappishly).]    Just so; we must always have something to divert ourselves with. 

Hialmar and Ekdal use the gun many times. Gina is afraid that they will harm themselves by the gun. they should stop using the gun carelessly. it is very  dangerous. if they handle it carelessly, they would harm themselves. 
Hialmar does not pay attention to this.  he corrects only Gina's miss- pronunciation of the word. it is only here where he can prove himself to be better than his wife. in photography, his wife is better. in house management, his wife is better. it  is only pronunciation that he is better in. he does not let any chance go to show this. 
she makes another miss- pronunciation of the word divert. she says it prevert.
Hialmar.
    H'm. [ (To GREGERS).]You see the garret is fortunately so situated that no one can hear us shooting. [(Lays the pistol on the top shelf of the bookcase.)]Don't touch the pistol, Hedvig! One of the barrels is loaded; remember that. 
 
 there is one bullet in the pistol. Hialmar warned Gregers not to touch it. Hialmar  is a person who when there is something that is praised, he claims that he is part of it. but if something is not praised, he claims that it belongs to someone else. 
Gregers[ (looking through the net).]    You have a fowling-piece too, I see. 
Hialmar.    That is father's old gun. It's of no use now; something has gone wrong with the lock. But it's fun to have it all the same; for we can take it to pieces now and then, and clean and grease it, and screw it together again. -- Of course, it's mostly father that fiddle-faddles with all that sort of thing. 

the gun does not work.  they keep it as they can turn it into pieces , clean it, put some oil and collect the pieces a gain to make a gun that works. they fill their life with useless activities. 
fiddle-faddles= spend= pass his time 
Hedvig[ (beside GREGERS).]    Now you can see the wild duck properly. 
Gregers.    I was just looking at her. One of her wings seems to me to droop a bit. 
Hedvig.    Well, no wonder; her wing was broken, you know. 
Gregers.    And she trails one foot a little. Isn't that so? 
Hialmar.    Perhaps a very little bit. 

the wings of the wild duck are hanging down. her wing  was broken . her foot his lame.
Hedvig.    Yes, it was by that foot the dog took hold of her. 
Hialmar.    But otherwise she hasn't the least thing the matter with her; and that is simply marvellous for a creature that has a charge of shot in her body, and has been between a dog's teeth -- 
Gregers[ (with a glance at HEDVIG) -- and]    that has lain in the depths of the sea -- so long. 

Hedvig[ (smiling).]    Yes. 
Gina [ (laying the table).]    That blessed wild duck! What a lot of fuss you do make over her. 


the duck was shot by Werle. because his eyesight is weak, he could not hit  exactly in the breast.  it hit the wing. it was injured. it fell into  the lake and dived deep.  Werle ordered the dog to catch her. the dog dived  and brought the duck in its teeth.  the duck was injured by the bullet ant by the teeth of the dog.  it survived. he gave it to his servant.  the servant gave it to Ekdal.
it has symbolic interpretation- Werle weak eyesight was responsible for  keeping the duck alive but injured. the duck is injured.  the injured duck dived into the depth of the sea but it was recovered  by the dog.
in act I,  Werle speaks of Old Ekdal as he is the man  , that type of people if injured, he dived into the sea , not to come back again. 
so the wild duck symbolizes Old Ekdal. there is similarity between the wild Duck and Old Ekdal.  as the wild  duck is shot by a bullet from Werle, Old Ekdal also suffered because of Werle.  as the duck survived, Old Ekdal survived also. the duck  is injured. it continued its life but not  with the normal wing and foot.  similarly, Ekdal survived but in the depth. 
Gregers  has come to confirm the suspicions that he had in mind. he knows that his father is  responsible for the imprisonment  of Old Ekdal and that his father had a relation with Gina. slowly he gathered the information from Hialmar that his father arranged the marriage between him and Gina. 
Hialmar[ (in a low voice).]    I think you had better not stand there looking in at father; he doesn't like it. (GREGERS moves away from the garret door.)]Besides, I may as well shut up before the others come. (Claps his hands to drive the fowls back.)]Shh -- shh, in with you! [ (Draws up the curtain and pulls the doors together.)]All the contrivances are my own invention. It's really quite amusing to have things of this sort to potter with, and to put to rights when they get out of order. And it's absolutely necessary, too; for Gina objects[image: http://cdncache-a.akamaihd.net/items/it/img/arrow-10x10.png] to having rabbits and fowls in the studio.  

all the arrangement of the garret is his own inventions. 
to potter with= make themselves busy with things which are not useful. 
Gregers.    To be sure; and I suppose the studio is your wife's special department? 
Hialmar.    As a rule, I leave the everyday details of busihess to her; for then I can take refuge in the parlour and give my mind to more important things. 

Gina does the business. he can have time to do more important things. 
Gregers.    What things may they be, Hialmar? 
Hialmar.    I wonder you have not asked that question sooner. But perhaps you haven't heard of the invention?
Gregers.    The invention? No. 
Hialmar.    Really? Have you not? Oh, no, out there in the wilds -- 
Gregers.    So you have invented something, have you? 
Hialmar.    It is not quite completed yet; but I am working at it. You can easily imagine that when I resolved to devote myself to photography, it wasn't simply with the idea of taking likenesses of all sorts of commonplace people. 
Gregers.    No; your wife was saying the same thing just now. 
Hialmar.    I swore that if I consecrated my powers to this handicraft, I would so exalt it that it should become both an art and a science. And to that end I determined to make this great invention. 
Gregers.    And what is the nature of the invention? What purpose does it serve? 
Hialmar.    Oh, my dear fellow, you mustn't ask for details yet. It takes time, you see. And you must not think that my motive is vanity. It is not for my own sake that I am working. Oh, no; it is my life's mission that stands before me night and day. 
Gregers.    What is your life's mission? 
Hialmar.    Do you forget the old man with the silver hair? 
Gregers.    Your poor father? Well, but what can you do for him? 


whenever Hialmar comes to speak about his achievements, his language changes. he uses  formal and poetic words as used in tragedy. 
the word mission is a motif- it is used by different people. As Gregers has a mission in life, Gregers also has a mission in life. 
whenever Gregers asks a question, Hialmar never answers it. 
Hialmar.    I can raise up his self-respect from the dead, by restoring the name of Ekdal to honour and dignity. 
Gregers.    Then that is your life's mission? 
Hialmar.    Yes. I will rescue the shipwrecked man. For shipwrecked he was, by the very first blast of the storm. Even while those terrible investigations were going on, he was no longer himself. That pistol there -- the one we use to shoot rabbits with -- has played its part in the tragedy of the house of Ekdal. 
Hialmar.    When the sentence of imprisonment was passed -- he had the pistol in his hand -- 

Gregers.    Had he -- ? 
Hialmar.    Yes; but he dared not use it. His courage failed him. So broken, so demoralised was he even then! Oh, can you understand it? He, a soldier; he, who had shot nine bears[image: http://cdncache-a.akamaihd.net/items/it/img/arrow-10x10.png], and who was descended from two lieutenant-colonels -- one after the other, of course. Can you understand it, Gregers? 


Hialmar compared his father to a shipwreck man. he  was drowned. his ship was broken. he has lost his job, his money, his dignity. this incidents had tragic heights. he was a heartbroken man. he was dropped to the ground. 
he mixes tragedy and comedy. he made it tragedy by the use of elevated language then he turns it into comedy. 
he claims to be able to do very brave things and then came down. 
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