Novel
Dr. Maha Slam


On "The Yellow Wall" Paper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman:

This novel is much like modernist fiction novels because such novels cared so much about the inner mind of a character. Here we have a woman who got depression after giving birth. Most women overcome this time but in her case the condition was much stressful.
In the very beginning of the novella she is speaking of the house and the place settings in this novel is very important. It is the house they moved into. She says "it is very seldom that near ordinary people like john and myself…"   she some time call it halls and sometimes colonial mansion she's referring to the house as an old big house and this house goes back to the days when America was a colony of the British empire. Colonial mansion means that it was build not in the modern time. She is writing the novel in a modern age but she is speaking about a protagonist who build the house a long time ago. She mentioned that because later she will speak about the house is haunted by ghosts.
We seem to have a romantic first person narrator and is imaginative but giving us logical reasons such as the house is old and is empty for a long time and when they got it, they got it very cheap.
"John.. on me of course but one expect that in marriage.." she starts speaking about her husband and this sentence give us two parts. The first is her attitude about her husband and the second is how she think of marriage or what are her thoughts about marriage. Her thoughts about her husband will change by the novel. She is a wife who is romantic and imaginative and she thinks of the house is being haunted and she thinks of her husband as a practical man who does not know about romanticism. For her in marriage the husband and the wife do not have the same points of view. At the last part of the sentence we feel that she does not think of marriage as a happy successful institution because of the differences in the point of view between the husband and the wife.
" john is practical in the extreme….." we are getting to more know about him as a practical not romantic man who cares about figures and numbers or science and observing real facts. So, he is about what he can see and hear only and she said he does not believe about faith or religion or superstitious. She represented much about him and for now nothing evil. Later on, in the novella we will see how she got the feeling that he is an evil person. 
"John is a physician and perhaps I would not say it to a living …."  So, a physician means a man of science or a practical man. Thinking of the sentence as the part in the middle separates the differences in the sentence because there is a contrast between the start and the end of the sentence. For her perhaps because he is a physician, she is not getting better at all and that’s a shocking line because it got us to start thinking about him and what wrong is he doing that got her to be thought of like that and raise lots of questions after this sentence but same as modernist we do not have an answer for the question and the novel move on. 
"you see he does not believe that I am sick.." she says that her husband although he is a physician, he does not believe she is sick. Most of the time she speaks of physical illness but her problems are mental and psychological and that’s normal when it comes to mentally or psychologically disturbed to be physically well and he think that she just need some time of rest.
"But temporary nervous depression or a …"these are the diagnoses of the husband and these words were confirmed by her brother who is also a physician. She changed her tone and addresses the reader now specially female reader that if a woman reads such diaries and she has a physician husband who got a good reputation and he does not believe she is sick and it's just some depression and that is confirmed by another physician who is her brother but in fact she does not feel well. This is an important part because she now address the reader specially women. She want them sympathize her and that’s what will many women readers would do when they read that. Gradually our sympathy will grow more after knowing what's her situation as a wife who gave birth and she is depressed but then we start thinking she is different and she is talking about a real problem because she is a mental patient and we get the feeling that she is not well and the husband might be right in isolating her away because he think this is what she need. As things get worst we will contemplate and see what are the coming up differences. We will reach to see that either he wants to get rid of her or that she is really sick. That’s the uncertainty of modernist fiction.
Skipping few pages, page 3 middle of the page she speaks of the room and how she is not comfortable in this room " it is a big .. the whole floor near me.." a wide room is the one she is in. lots of windows. At one point of the history of this house, this room was the nursery for the kids and later a gymnasium for the boys. She is guessing because no one told her something certain and that’s why she is thinking that after the room was a nursery, the house was taken by a school and got this room to be a gym for boys. There are bars and that gave her the idea of a prison which is not a nice feeling. The bars are metaphorical in this scene. The walls are in a bad condition. This is an introduction to her seeing the paper with which she was always obsessed with as a result of her having nothing to do but star. At the beginning she hate it and the more time passes the more she hate and things changed that she is seeing things. She cannot leave her room and get into the house because her day is divided in to a time looking like this prison schedule and she is most of the time kept in the room. That’s how she stated deteriorated in to a state where she is to see things. 
Mental conditions are a part of the inner conscious and that’s why it is in turns a part of important themes in modernism. Many features given by the narrator to get in to the mind of the characters. In the end all modernist fiction is focused on the mind. 
The wall papers remind her of bad rotten things and the designs are repeated all around the walls and that drives her crazy and later on these repeated columns are like bars prison her. After some time of all this she imagine things and see things and imagine rotten things around her and that’s abnormal to look at an ugly wall paper and see these things. Then, she look and reach the top of madness when she see a woman behind bars in these wall papers and this woman is not having dignity and she is fading or tied up in a humiliating position. So, she does not just see a woman but she saw a woman who is being treated bad. She say that this lady keeps talking like she never give up and a while later she will see the woman and see her shaking the wall paper and so on she will see her in many situation and that’s a result of her mental illness and that’s how she god these hallucinations.
At that point she would be speaking about women and how they are fighting for their rights and having a hard time. All these are actions in the way up to the climax. And a part of the diary writing is to put time settings and that’s important. Time is important in this novel and its being discussed and mentioned in these diaries. She will get worst and the doctor will come by and see how she is getting uglier but there are things that she typed and wrote about herself and that’s how she was watching her own state.
She spoke of the house as a colonial house and later she mentioned the fourth of July and this day is mentioned specifically with the number and day and month because it is independence day. At that day the house got visitors but she does not mention much about that and she is ready with many excuses with how she is sick. These visitors are women and that would be metaphorically speaking of how every woman might be having her own problems. When she mentioned the fourth of July or the day of independence which is related to the freedom of America as well as metaphorically speaks of the domination that men are doing on women and how women are struggling for their rights and freedom to be free like America in the 4th of July.
Jenny is another woman who is in the house with our protagonist. So, we have a man and two women. The husband and the wife and his sister or jenny. The relation between jenny and her brother the doctor is orders relationships like she is to be ordered from a boss not her brother. She is taking care of things and organizing the house. Jenny was considered normal and not locked up behind bars because she is accepting and being obedient to everything around even being humiliated by other men. Jenny is important because she is the second female character in the novel. She is free to go all around the house but metaphorically this is not the real freedom because she is being obedient to the orders given to her by her husband and she is not that smart or that she does not have much intellectual activities which got her to accept the life she is in. Jenny was interested in the wall paper. John never checked out the wall paper and that would stand that he is a man who is not being dominated like women but jenny checked it out and she was interested in it. John did not accept moving his wife to another room and when she wanted to change the wall paper he did not accept claiming that she should have a strong will and surpass that and get control of herself. So, jenny examined the wall paper and knew that there is a relationship between the wall paper and our protagonist. In order to get well the patient should gain strength on his own self and that’s what her husband said. Jenny noticed that relationship between the protagonist and the wall paper and as the wife said, she felt that jenny saw this lady behind bars on the wall paper.
Because jenny is a woman, she is able to understand the character of our protagonist more than her husband can do. She even noticed the relation of the obsession the sick woman got with the wall paper. Jenny is not all in the side of the husband and at the same time she is sympathizing her sister in law and she wanted to help but she cannot. According to the protagonist jenny think that writing is the reason of her getting sick and for her jenny is one of the most majority of women which is that they obedient and follow whatever men say because not much women are feminists and such category is a minority but jenny represents the majority of women who are not brave enough to fight. So, we can say we have the intellectual type represented by the protagonist and the normal type of usual women who are represented by jenny. Jenny does not have the courage to rebel but she is sympathizing her sister in law.
In the last scene, the protagonist is not just seeing one lady behind the bars on the wall paper, she is seeing several women. Also, at that scene we find out how she is reaching to hate and fear her husband. What happened in the final scene and its final lines is a big puzzle is a result of this deterioration she reached. What happened at the end is a result of how she is now seeing her husband. She said at the beginning that he is a loving man then she hates him now and no trust from her to him. That’s a big change in three months only. It is a short time to have this radical change and her condition is more serious now.

Page 16 :

The last day is in three pages.  "It is the last day but it is enough…" enough for her to try helping the woman in the wall paper to get out. She is happy that her husband is to sleep out of the house and she told jenny not to sleep with her and she want to be left alone and be with her secret trying to get the lady in the wall paper out. The moon light is normal thing for those who have mental problems and it is said that there conditions get more worst at the night with full moon nights and that night was a full moon night.
"I pulled and she shocked I shocked and she pulled and before morning we had peeled of yards….." she spent all the night removing the paper but she was describing it as a partnership in this work that she was working with the lady in the paper. When the sun came which is the final day, she decided to take all the day to finish peeling the paper to get them free.
"jenny looked at the wall in amazement…" she is trying to deceive jenny and she told her she does not like that wall paper so she torn it away. Jenny laughed and the words are of significant because jenny said words that would have two meanings that the wall paper would be dirty and needed to be cleaned up and that’s the surface meaning and the deep one is that she did not mind freeing the lady herself. Our protagonist thought jenny knew the secret of the woman in the paper but she betrayed herself and did not help. She doubted that jenny can see the lady in the paper because she is a woman and she can understand women and have the same sights.
" but I am here and no person touches this paper but me , not alive…" now she is willing to kill for the sake of the wall paper and she is the only one to free the lady in the paper and she is willing to kill anyone who would touch the wall paper or stand in her way of finishing her job.
At the beginning of the novel she was very romantic but now she is very violent and ready to kill. 
Later on, she mention a rope she found and no one knows about that. Then, we would remember that mental patients should not have any of these dangerous objects but what will she do with it? . she was thinking of jumping the bars as an exercise but she will not do this because people will misunderstand her. So, she know it is her last chance before leaving the house and she  want to do anything to free herself. Usually people who are sick like that feel as if they are in prison and they want to be free and that would be hanging herself or jumping the window and for them it is just an exercise to just feel better. Her husband was scared and she was warned many times by her husband that if she did unusual things and kept on this way, he will send her to a hospital that’s why she used the rope to do an act of freeing herself.
She identified the lady on the paper and she said "I am you…" she see herself same as this lady. The reflections of the moon and the sun are on this paper and for shadow of our narrator on the floor and that’s the significance of the sun and moon lights and the appearances of things that she sees. It is all the time the woman herself. We reach at a point to see it was all her shadow and she is herself the woman in the wall.

Page 17:

Final part "I suppose I have to get back behind the…" now she identify herself and she says she is the woman in the wall and she does not think it’s a shadow. Now she think that the room is a sort of freedom although it is a prison but she feel that if the woman got out of the wall she will be free all around the room and the room for her will be freedom. She does not want to get out of the room after that.
"And my shoulder can fits in that long …" she is a woman who feels imprisoned by life and when she is disturbed after giving birth to her kid, she is kept in a room to get better. At a point her husband thinks she is  getting worst and should be sent to the hospital. Now she see the wall as the prison and the room is a free space of freedom and at that stage she see anyone who want to take her out of the room as an enemy. She wants to be inside the room all the time. When she did not want jenny to sleep with her at the room, she was making a noise and moving the bed at some point and the husband is now much worried.
She tells her husband "it's no use young man, you can't open it…" she is addressing her husband as a stranger and she do not want him to open the door which is locked well. He is going to break the wall that she think very beautiful door.
"the key is down by the front steps…" she closed the door and she throw the key and that means she does not want to go out. 
" and then I said it again several times and gently…" she repeats the words many times as if she is describing a child who is crying for her. The point was that the husband opened the door and we reached a point of the final scene where he is in the room. He got in to the room and saw her totally crazy and thought it is a result of being locked up for long. She was talking very gently. That got him shocked. What shocked him more was how she was acting (creeping) when he got in the room. 
"what is the matter?. For god sake what are you doing? I kept on  …"," I got out at last in spite of you and jenny and I have fold of most of the paper so you cannot put me back.." she told him that she escaped now  and she see him and jenny on one side as her opponents. 
" why should that man have fainted but he did…" he lost consciousness and fainted and he is suppose to be young and strong but he fainted because of how he was expecting a bad scene. It is hard for a man of his age and profession to faint easily specially that he should be relieved but he fainted. It was illogical for him to faint. He fainted for a long time and she was moving on him. At this final part we would think he died or that she killed him because we heard many tools of killing and someone like that would not faint easily. Under all these circumstances that she killed him to not get her out and some said she even killed jenny.
Themes are like subordination as the novel is a feminist novel. Another theme is mental and psychological differences and disorders. Many of the themes are related to feminist themes and old houses. Marriage relationships is another theme. 
