Novel (8)
In our novel "The Beast in the Jungle"by Henry James, the reader needs to know more about Marcherbecause through each chapter our knowledge increases especially about the plot itself as well as the characters. Travelling in the novel is an external event for example; travelling from London to visit the world is an external event. Chapter five ends with May's death and him on her grave in a farewell before he travels out of the city. After a full year out of the country he is back and did not forget.At this novel there was a moment of a divine when he is visiting her and he find another person crying on some other grave. The last scene in the novel he is getting treated like a total stranger.
In some novels a turning point come to the characters we have sometimes it comes very early and affect the rest of the novel and some other times it comes late like here in our novella, it was in the last chapter. When he travelled to Italy, he got changed because it was a turning point for him to start being a new person but it was late to be with her.
He spent a year out of London and he was in other countries around the world. He was trying to get some space away from the western culture and experience some ancient civilization. Western people are materialistic while east is more spiritualand may be not much developed or advanced countries but they have the touch of religion, or history and spiritual warmth not in Europe.
He felt that he needs to make a change in his life to forget what happened.That’s the reason he moved to a place which is opposite to his culture or his civilization. He went to the east for one year then back to London and still he feels that this long year wasn't enough for him. He could not forget her. He discovered his deep feelings for her. As soon as he returns, he went to visit her. He doesnot miss her as alover but misses her important presence in his life. He is not alover to her but he loved her as a companion that’s why he feels more need to go far for awhile.He has feelings of superiority and feels he is better than everyone and that makes him feeling loneliness. 
His life is meaningless to himself and to others. Ironically, he feels more alife when he visits her grave. He feels that even when she's dead, she's still offering or supporting him. That clears a feature of modernism that reality is inside or deep in the character not on the outside. According to him those who are buried or dead may be the source of support to him.
'Passion' is an important word around the novel. We notice a man with no name and he passed by Marcher and did not even exchange greetings. This moment was important to him. In this chapter he is an old man after many years passed. He is in his sixties and now when the stranger passed by him at the cemetery,he discovers thathe was wrong all along his life.He did not have what this stranger has which is passion to this dead person. He loved her in a sense that she was a support to him in his life but not a lover.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The stranger is more passionate than him because he fulfilled his passion to this dead person with love and living with her unlike Marcher. Marcher wished to be in his place and wished to go back in time to get the same feelings this man has. He felt he never lived at all, he felt he lived his life and later he found out he did not.He is aman who thought he had everything and later he found out he had nothing. He discover that he lived a wrong life and that real life means deep real love to someone even if this person would die but haven a time with her is more important.
The final meaning in the novella is self-definition or discovering yourself. This self-definition happened to him very late in his life which is a tragic point in the novel.He had no capacity in loving other people and that’s why he lived an empty dry life as he described. He feels this mistake because he did not love someone else all along his life.
In chapter four when she was described as very beautiful and told him the beast already came and he did not notice. We have images about eyes. We have many eyes mentioned but later he discovered he was blind.He has many good points not lazy and well educated but he got blindness and lots of selfishness. Many meanings in this noveland that’s applied on the beast which might be many things. Our title is a rich symbolic title with lots of meanings.
In this novel there is a theme of love.The theme is represented as sucha powerful force that would let us able to satisfy someone even if it's on our own expense. The selfishness that got him to take advantages of her is a type of love that made her try taking all the chances with him. Many men were ready to propose or try wining her but she chose this man although his selfishness. She lived her life but he did not. That’s how love is represented her in this novel as a reality. When someone is touched by love, this person gets under its control and that’s why she told him the beast came by, trying to tell him that its love that this beast is love that had her under control.
Let's read some of the extracts. At the beginning of chapter six. "After this..." speaking of spiritually and religious of the places he visited but he never forgot her.
Page365 after his return to London and when he saw the stranger by the grave "Marcher knew him…."he was looking at the stranger. We are looking at this stranger through the intense perceiver and this perceiver is Marcher in this novel. He does not know his class or his outer appearance but he know his deep reality which is his suffering or sorrow feelings for the person he lost. A reference to the surface and depth as the man is sad and that is in his heart and on his face.
Few lines down before the middle of the page; "what marcher was…''."Scared passion" is an important word here. Describing the moment on the grave and in this moment he was conscious of the scared passion in this moment. The scare is supposed to be an outside thing but here he used it as an inside hurting. A combination of deep and surface feelings discussed in this situation. He suddenly discovered that this scared passion gave this man's life a meaning and that’s when he start being jealous and wished to have the same scared passion and the same experiences of this man.
He asks himself about the mystery of this man and what this man had or relationship or valuable position this man had in someone's heart and he compares himself to the man or the stranger. What did this man have and I had not? That’s his question. Passion is a valuable position in life that makes people envy you even if your beloved died that’s because that makes them feel you have more feeling and experiencing to life more than them.
He feels empty and that his life is going to end and that’s when he wishes that he experienced what the man had.He saw life as a give and take way unlike May who is used to sacrifice and give without caring to take. He is someone without the ability to love and she knows that. Now, he just realizes that fact in himself or his personality.
Five lines down "outside of his life…" same image of surface and depth. He explains that all he saw is the outside. This man was mourning a woman for herself and Marcher loved his but not for herself. The meaning of the strangers face is a face of someone was in love someone who lived a life rich with feelings and marcher is not any of that. 
Next page he describes how he was standing by her grave "the name on the…" There are two things affected him the first is the stranger and the other is the name of May.He did not miss her but missed the companionship but now he knew he misses her and that he loved her.He feels he wasted his life because he loved her but its late now. He feels now that he was blind but now enlightened and like a puzzle everything come together clear before him. He understand everything now when it's very late.
Next paragraph "he realizes…" He feels selfishness of himself that he didn't love her and she did live her life because she loved him.He knows he loved her but it was a self-centered love with egoism and now even though she's dead, she's a life with her deeds towards him. He will die and we will see why. He will die over her tomb. 
Opposite page final paragraph, line four "that at least…"He is saying that his feelings were wasted along his life. It's late but better than never. Now, he feels alife and that is better than keeping on the wrong pass he was on. He saw the jungle of his life.The beast in this jungle was his ability to love.Words here are describing the final moments,when someone get thoughts about the reality of his life.
The beast is ugly and prepared to sit him free finally. His eyes darkened. The eyes that always were of the intense perceiver that see the reality which turn out to be wrong , now the eyes are darkened and his eyes are closed and he will bend his head on her tomb.He was avoiding the beast but now he is free and it's late because it’s the death of tragic hero. 
He realized the reality at the moment of death. When he died from our world, he is alife with her now and that’s what's meant by the image used before about somepeople are buried but alife more than the real living people.Its she that he missed and when he reach this point that he love and miss her as a person even if he dies but still he is a life. She was capable of loving him and never feared love that’s why she was a living person as for marcher he reach that at the last moment of his life.
The novel is about all modern fiction meaning of life, of death, of humanity, of friendship and relations. Each oneof these themes is described to us through the inside of the character described throughout the novella.
James is not an easy writer because he writes in avery artistic way and we need to be alert when we are reading for him. He was a modernist and affected by Freud.
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