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Speaking of the features of modernist fiction we find:
· They Victorian period we would find the objective method which means the novel is focusing on the external reality and not inside the mind, but with modernist fiction we find subjective method discussing the inner mind more than the outer world.

· The definition of reality is different from one to another because those who were describing the objective world were thinking that reality is all outside the human being but those who were describing the inner world were thinking that it's all in the mind and that’s why we are realists because all of what's happening in our minds of thoughts and perceptions is reality. To them the inner mind is where true realism is. So, it’s a party wants to reach reality through the out world and others want to reach reality through the inner world of the mind and that’s how it moved from objective to subjective of modernist fiction.

· One of the features in modernist fiction is the themes of memories and remembering past times. That was clear through the titles of their novels which show a focus on memories such as "Remembrance Of Things Past" by Marcel Proust which is a major text of modernism and that mostly gets us to see that most of those modernist writers focus on memories.

· Moving on to the dimension of time in modern fiction, we find time generally an important theme in modern fiction. Writers care much about time in this age.

· Modernist writers focus their fiction on the inner consciousness of the mind and the stream of consciousness of one character or a number of characters.

· Uncertainty, ambiguity, mystery and questions with no answers are other features of modern fiction novel.

· Another feature is being affected or influenced by society we live in which means we cannot our biography alone but we need to include the category or slice of society we lived in when we speak of ourselves.

· The perception through the five senses is another important point in this age such as the intense perceiver (mentioned by HenryJames) who happens to be the person through whose eyes we see in the novel.
· Another feature of modernism is that there is no serial sequence of actions or events. They do not use the chronological order of actions because they move all the time in their memories remembering things then skipping to the present then flashbacking to the past and so on.

On "Marcel Proust" and "Remembrance Of Things Past":
Factors in this novel such as Time, space and narrator made it a modernist fiction novel. This novel is of seven volumes on a story of a young boy in life. Its partially autobiographical with a story of the narrator plus the entire social group he lived in. it’s a long novel because he tried to remember everything happened in the past through his mind and that’s how he wanted to reach realism in his work of art. Partial in being an autobiography means it depends on the life of the author but not totally. The narrator is ambiguous and unnamed. We are not certain of the identity of the narrator.The narrator will mention many romances which are a center point of action in the novel and its events that discuss a social group.
We need to know a summary on the plot plus the factors of time, space and narrator which make the novel modernist. How the novel deals with time space and narrator and how special they are treated in the novel which make this novel of modernist fiction and if they are treated normally or traditionally, then it's not of modernist and we cannot call it a novel of modernist fiction.
The plot of this novel is a story of a sensitive person who is born to an educated family of the bourgeoisie or the upper middle class. He moved or got in touch somehow with the aristocratic and felt that such class is untouchable. He discovers through a certain change in the classes of his society that they are catching up some values which are presented by the paintings on the church's windows that he saw in his youth. He realizes that his life is made up through characters similar to the bourgeoisie with who they share vices and virtues.
"Remembrance of Things Past" speaks of a big house and a wealthy family. That’s the class which Proust belongs and his narrator in the novel also of this class. That’s why the narrator is partially Proust because we findProust in the aristocracy same as this narrator here in his novel. You can see that this young boy was living in affection by the figures of his mother and his grandmother. It’s just his mother and grandmother that gave him affection only the two female characters not his dad or anyone else.
 Very sensitive, educated and wealthy boy who thinks the aristocracy are the best class of society. Little by little he starts to think that when he used to pray in the village church where he saw the church windows that have certain portraits of people who we think are French or historical people or figures or those people who were the aristocrats or the bad ones attacking the French people before the revolution. That's how he made a connection with questions that his family is that class. Then, he starts to question himself  and making a connection because his family belongs to this class so, he wondered if his family is bad or not. Then, he started believing that this class of the aristocrats has its bad and its good its virtues and its vices.
We need to understandthat the words’ Aristocracy’ and ‘Bourgeoisie’ are important because they will be used by us in the novella of Henry James.
The first volume in this novel is ‘Swann’s Way’ which is autobiographical or the narrator’s memories and his life. He thought that the life of an author should not affect what he writes. Nevertheless, paradoxically his aim in this volume was thus based on a story of his own experience. That’s the relation between the author and the narrator .Memories and time in this novel the narrator presents astory with impressions, events and timing of certain episodes some times out of sequence. Modern writers play with time as a game with flash backs and flash forward.
Sights, sounds, smells are all perceptions of senses and in modernist fiction it's not the sense that is interesting but it's that when we see or hear or smell that thing we will remember a certain memory. What I see or hear is not the concern but what I remember in return of seeing or hearing something that is what's important, the memory.
In this novel we find the narrator himself judging or putting comments and points of view of the characters he is speaking about and within the narration we have both kind of narrator the one that shows the inside of the mind of the character and the other one that describes what’s happening in the outside world.
After the chapter of modernism we have another section with number (1) next page we will find the text of our novella of Henry James. A long novella of seven volumes.
On Joseph Conrad and "Heart of Darkness" :
Another novel we will study is "Heart of Darkness" by "Joseph Conrad". Speaking of "Joseph Conrad", he was a ship captain and he always had sea as a setting when he started writing his literary works. He started writing at a late point of his life when he was old around his forties. He had many adventures which he used as the nautical settings of his novels. He was a late Victorian and an early modern. "Heart of Darkness"is a novel about a cargo ship with its narrator Marlow who gets interested deeply in investigating the character of Kurtz. We have two narrator beside Marlow himself. The first person narrator speaks on behave of other four who are listening to Marlow’s story and he is the one who introduced Marlow. Marlow narrates his story of what he witnessed and saw while the other narrator did not share much but one of them introduced Marlow who started proceeding with his story and going on with the actions.
Discussing the plot of the story of Marlow was about him going to Congo. So, the novel is between Europe and Africa. He conflicts psychologically because of a man he met there called Kurtz. We need to remember the names of Marlow and Kurtz. Discussing post colonial literature or the literature that tells us about the colonialism of Europeans in Africa. He meet Kurtz then shows how Africans are described as savages while whites are described as very civilized. 
This writer is polish yet, he wrote perfect English and he is one of the greatest writers when we speak of moderns fictions. Most of his novels are connected to the sea or ships that’s why for sure it’s not one hundred percent autobiographical but he somehow depends on his knowledge or experience of sea. 
As we mentioned above in the features of this age we find Ambiguity as one of these features.The title of"Heart of Darkness"deals with modernism that tells us all the time things are not certain, are ambiguous, we are trying to find the truth but we never know all of it or that we are trying to describe reality but we never succeed to describe all of it, that there is always some mystery even when we are done reading the novel there is still some mystery with some of its events. When they asked authors like Conrad about this or, What happened in Africa? What’s the connection between the darkness and what happened there? He would answer I don’t know. That he is just trying to discuss the mysterious of the human self. So, the title in itself is related to modernism and its features related to the darkness of human minds and the dark places of the mind that no one can fully recognize and the same thing about Africa the dark continent as an European point of view.
The beginning of the novel is on the ‘Thames river’ in London those people are sitting on a boat. one of them is Marlow who is the narrator in this novel and most of the novels of Conrad.  Some people said he is somehow that Marlow is like Conrad himself and some said no not like him. Marlow is setting of London on a river boat speaking of the story on the Congo river and deals with the darkness in this novel wither is of the mind, the jungle or the darkness of African Congo. 
Speaking of the theme of colonialism and themes of darkness of the heart or of Africa or darkness of the mind. Here we have the frame narrative or a story with in a story. Exactly like the ‘Arabian Nights’ when Shahrazad tells Shahriar a story every night to spare on her life and going on with the story she tells, we might forget the story of Shahrazad herself. We have a narrative of her and a narrative of the story she tells.
 That’s the frame narrative which is a story within another story. Same here in heart of darkness people sitting in London on the river then suddenly speaking of Africa and somehow we forget London and the river and stay alert with the actions in Africa specially when Marlow speaks of Kurtz an European merchant working with ivory procurement goes to Africa to get wealthy. They are taking the wealth of Africa. A terrible experience happened to Kurtz when he was on the Congo river, but we were never told about it by the narrator. We have two narrators and many points of view. Marlow and the passenger are speaking of many other narrator then the feature of the moderns which is the different many points of view throughout the whole novel now and then we hear the point of view and that’s a feature of the moderns. Then, we see how Conrad show how the ugly truth, or how to discuss reality is very hard and difficult.
Another novel we will study is "Lord Jim" by Joseph Conrad. Speaking of the plot we find the name of the character on the title that’s how we know there is something important happened to that man. We also have Marlow who is struggling to tell the story which means it’s not easy to know or tell or understand what happened to Jim. So, narration is here represented as a difficult job that need effort to understand the story of another man who is Jim. Jim  was serving on a ship that was carrying Muslims going to Mecca. The point of view writing about Islam is to be writing something they don’t understand totally, may be trying hard but they don’t get it all. 
So, the topic of the ship carrying Muslims to Meccameans some kind of mystery which is again one of the features of the moderns fiction. An accident happens and the ship gets hit then having a leak. Something underwater hit the ship, more mystery, so imagine a leaking ship and a storm, a very difficult situation. Then, the crew abandon ship .the passengers are not mentioned. Jim himself abandon ship. Jim or the captain is responsible for the ship and everyone on board if he leaves that’s a crime and that’s what he did, he left the passengers but the vessel did not sink. Then, Jim is sent for an official enquiry that we have mentioned fully in our notes. The investigation or the court striped Jim of his license or his certification and he is no longer a ship captain. Then, he meets Marlow by chance and tells him his story. Then,Marlow is telling us the story he heard from Jim. Narration in this novel is represented as a difficult job because we find Marlow struggling to tell us the story because at some points we feel that Marlow himself does not know the truth of a story of another man.
So, we also see another mystery because Jim said he does not know why did he left his ship. Then, Marlow is trying to explain how it was hard for him to explain something that he himself does not understand because Marlow received it with mystery. That’s, why it’s hard for him to describe or explain why did Jim left his ship.
Mystery again which is one of the features of the moderns. Here, we have mystery upon mystery, What hit the bottom of the ship? We don’t know , Why did everyone left the ship? Why did the captain left the passengers ?we don’t know. What happened to the passengers?we don’t know. So, this plot gives us many features of moderns. Also, the Islam and MuslimPilgrims going to Mecca is some mystery to the European world.
The chronological order again here we don’t have it because it’s a feature of the moderns that there is no sequence of actions or chronological order. We don’t have beginning, middle end or past, present then future. So, it’s out of chronological order. Sometimes the story is in a form of a letter or a midnight conversation or on someone dying on his bed or death bed interview or manuscripts.
Why are those two novels to considered modern novels?
They have subjects addressed meant to shock readers. Experimentations and techniques are meant to upset the readers expectations. The focus of the subjective of one character such as Marlow who is an unreliable narrator, who is uncertain of the meanings of his narratives. Theme and meaning are shown indirectly through the past memories. Emphasis on the narrator’s perception around Marlow’s experience in Africa. The novel depends on what Conrad himself witnessed in Africa as we mentioned before that in modern fiction there is always an autobiographical element. Use of significant points such as darkness and horror showing Marlow’s physiological conflict around Africa. Readers meet unusual demands and changeless along this novel in particular and modern fiction in general.
The novel is modern because the topic meaning of things previously forbidden, new techniques and themes, the focus on a subjective points of the complex character. Then, the uncertainty of the narrator. Then, the indirect way of showing meanings. Then, the narrators perceptions. Then, the autobiographical point. Then, the mystery. Then, the opposition between Europe and Africa. Then, the last lines are a summary of all. You as a reader must actively engage modern fiction in figuring out the meaning of the work because it’s not direct a meaning you are working with the author to understand the work. The center perceiver is Marlow who is Joseph Conrad’s novels in general. 
On Henry James novels "The Beast in The Jungle" , "Portrait of A Lady" and "The Ambassadors":
Another writer is "Henry James" and his novel "The Beast in The Jungle". It’s a novella in six chapters. He traveled between Europe and America back and forth till he settled in England. He is known for the series of novel in which he portrait the encounter of Americans in Europe. He is a productive writer. In addition to his works of fiction he published works of travels both biographical and autobiographical and spoke of places some of which he passed on during his life. He influenced his later novels through his life. He is an aristocrat like Marcel Proust or a wealthy man. He always believed that Europe specially England is the home for real civilization and America is still a young country for civilization. 
The Plotof  this novella is about someone who traveled to Europe to go through and adventure. This point remind us of the features that modern fiction is always somehow autobiographical. All his characters are Americans going to England. So, there is some autobiographical element in this novel. He is also a critic because he published some critic works also. His method allows him to explore issues of consciousness and his type  of works had been compared to impressionist  painting school. He thinks that Europe is beautiful but corrupt but so attractive to those coming from America. He shows Americans as people coming from a virtual society. Style and themes in his work and in modernism generally is to use a point of view of a character in the novel to explore consciousness and perception. That’s his style and you need to remember that when you read the novella and pay attention to the style of narration. A clash between the two cultures between American and European. He shows American culture as an opened smart and virtual and moral but European can be attractive but sometimes corrupt. All the time one of his important themes is the clash of civilizations. 
A part of his style is that he always used a point of view of a character in the novel to explore consciousness and perception.As for the themes there is always the clash or meeting between the two cultures meet and he apply Americans as virtues and moral while Europeans are educated but corrupt. The clash of civilization is a major theme of Jamesworks.
Another novels to discuss is the "Portrait of a lady" by James. It's about a young American lady'Isabel Archer' the central character  or the intense perceiver. she traveled to Europe from America and she met anew civilization and got married and got wealthy. She desire to be a free woman not married but married and American who was flattered by another woman tricking her. 
That’s the mystery and uncertainty because she wants to be free and not married not to follow a man. Yet, she accepts a man who is a bad choice after she refused two good chances of marriage before her. What made her belief this lady ?here is the ambiguity. She loves another man but we don’t know will she leave her husband and be with that man or she will go back and stay with her husband. That’s a feature of moderns to raise questions and not answer it. Always unanswered questions. The major character ‘Isabel Archer’ who is the intense perceiver. We go through her consciousness and her perception.
"The Ambassadors" is another novel aboutSterilewho goes to Europe from America to see his save some child but he meet another woman and no more sure wither he want to marry his beloved fiancée or stay in Europe and at last he went back and did not stay in Europe. He was not sure wither this woman is good or bad and that’s again the uncertainty.Finally he goes back to America and stays with his beloved.
The word ‘ambassador’ here is not the official position, but it’s because he is sent by a woman to save her son. She sent people like ambassadors to try saving her son but when he meet the new European experience he is not certain anymore. We see Europe through his eyes.
Share your presentations and homework for next week read chapter one of the novella of James and study today's lecture.
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