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We started with how to study a novel last time and now we will check out the part of modernism and modernist fiction from the book of criticism. The first part of the notes, the second chapter with the title "space" from a book called "modernist fiction".
The title gets us to think of the settings. Time and place settings are important and they exist in every novel. We all agreed that we have elements of the novel as we said last time. One of them is the setting of the time and the place that would show us what the title would be discussing in a novel. Like is this title here said in a home on a sea or the ocean or in the desert. So, the place is described by the novelist as represented in the novel but, the surprise is that the chapter is about outer space; it speaks of another space inside the mind or the inner self. According to this chapter or whole book about modern fiction it tells us that the period of modern novel authors were not much interested in describing the outside more than the inside. Of course they described the outer space but it was not their focus.
We were talking about the modernist fiction was focused on the inner space of the character's mind describing what’s outside the mind but the focus was on the what’s happening inside the mind. The reason of this concept was Freud and his psychoanalysis. When he was analyzing the human mind to the consciousness and non-consciousness, he was doing this at the same time of modern fiction.
 All the novelists of this age were aware of his works or his analysis of the inner mind and they wanted to do the same and use the same technique in their works of arts because they found in the inner self of man more rich environment for artto make the reader see the inner space of the mind of the character directly or without anything in between by which we mean for example, if I am telling you a story in any novel there is a narrator who is supposed to be mediator who gives us the story. These narrator figures who is a mediator which means the story is not given to us directly there is always someone in between or the narrator or the mediator who tells us the story on his own way. The narrator is the reason the novel never seen directly or that’s why the novels all the time are seen through the eyes of someone else.
Moving on to an important novelist, we will discuss‘Marcel Proust’. He is a French novelist who influenced the modern fiction in general. He has many novels; one of them is ‘Remembrance of Things Past’. The title speaks of memories and past. Memories and time in general are important features of modernist fiction because it's affected by Freud and his thoughts. The dimension of time in this novel is an important point and in modern novel in general.Proust and novelists in this age in general they were critics and novelists. In these quotations in this book" Modernist Fiction" we will see how he will talk about novel in general.
"Our mistake…" The first sentence tells us that the mistake of man in general and novelists in particular. He is thinking of realism and he think that we can’t present everything of reality are actually in the inner mind which is also a theme in modern novel, that it’s very difficult to get everything of the truth in one place. 
We are combining features that later you will find out they are of modern novel fiction features or modern literature. One is the focus on the mind, time memory and now uncertainty or the belief that no one can get the whole truth. They are not certain; there is a possibility of knowing the whole truth. He describe if we have a scene that describe things or some surroundings of a room, window, chair or external details of this kind to Proust are not realism because he said that writers describing objects like that and think they are realist for describing outside the mind, they are far of reality because the inner mind is the reality itself. 
The word 'object' is another important feature because the Victorians focused on the outside world but the moderns did not, they focused on the mind. The objective method is a way of the descriptive literature but modern fiction changed the focus. They changed or they caused a shift of emphasis from the external world to the inner mind which is a feature of moderns. While the Victorians emphasizes the outside or external reality the moderns changed or shit the emphasized the inside reality.According to him reality is hidden inside not in the outer world or the external life. Proust was affected by Freud. 
'It's only a clumsy form of perception related to the object while really everything is in the mind' 
 An important sentence showing the features of modern fiction because as you see he used the term 'perception ' a very important term, when we talk about modern novel. Also, the use of word'object' and'everything is in the mind' theywere followed. He describes the 'object' the then described the 'mind'.
With Proust we have key words like "literature of description, everything in the mind, perception…"
He spoke of "Perception" which means that when we follow reality we of course use our minds as well as our senses.When it comes to the understanding of the outer side we use our senses. But when you read a novel you are using someone else's senses because you are reading a narration of the narrator and seeing the reality through his eyes or the eyes of a number of characters if we have more than one narrator so you are seeing reality through them.
Henry James is a novelist and a critic who put many principles on the theory of the novel as well as the theory of perception. He is American who travelled to England and lived there. The first novel for him is 'The portrait of a lady' and the second on is called ''The Ambassadors''.James is a modern writer who was interested in showing the inner reality of the mind. He used to have a central character in his works of art and the focus was totally on this character. He called this character 'The Perceiver' or 'the intense perceiver’. He had a character that was the central focus of consciousness in the novel or the story and at the same time this character that we are most interested in knowing its inner mind and this character in itself is an intense perceiver who perceives everything around themselves in a very strong way. 
So, Proust was supporting the idea of realism not by discussing the external world but the inner world and that’s why we need to dig deep in the mind and heart of the character. He thought like that because he was affected by Freud and his approaches. Then, we mentioned perception and we spoke of the five senses and the mind and how we use them in following the truth. Then, we moved to James and the intense perceiver which is the central character that perceives reality and we as readers see the truth through the eyes of this character and we understand what this character understands. Also, the term "object"is another modernist feature and as Proust said we are not interested in describing the object.Objective means not to be personal and try mentioning the facts as they are. The opposite is subjective which is being interested in the very personal in your writing. In modernist fiction a shift happened because Victorian fiction was objective to the modernists and being subjective.Modern fiction changed the focus. They changed or they caused a shift of emphasis from the external world to the inner mind which is a feature of moderns. While the Victorians emphasizes objectivity or the outside or external reality the moderns changed to subjectivity or shift the emphasized the inside reality.
We finished the discussion of Proust. We will skip some parts and we will find a title with names like Henry James, Joseph Conrad and Ford Maddox Ford. They are three important novelists in the modern literature we have Henry James and before him Proust and his novel ‘Remembrance of Things Past’. We will read short stories for James. He is a modern American novelist and critic. Most of Moderns were critics who tried applying critical theories on their literature. We would have some comparison between the three of them James, Conrad and Ford.
Moving back to the quotations related to James. Right after the title we have a quotation about James "James was the first to realize that the interior drama in connected to language…" He explains that James is an important pioneer of the modernists and according to James words gives not just the physical movements of the events like travelling or journeys which are common in his novels and always in his novel the character moves from the world of innocence to maturity. He said that James is one of the first to know that the word would give the mental movements not just the physical movements. He uses words to show the movement from one state to another. He said that James is a modernist who focused on the reality in the mind using the words to show physical as well as mental words. With James there is always a journey with which he describes the physical movement.
An interesting term between lines is the ''subjective method'' which is the method of James. "Henry James is interested in placing right in the middle of the light…." According to Aristotle arts and literature are mirrors of the age and society. We are familiar with ‘art is reflecting life' he is saying this here that he has a character that is the mirror that reflects what it wants us to see. This character is holding the mirror in its hand reflecting whatever this character wants. So, the question is who is holding the mirror? The author, the narrator, or another character, Where is it reflected,is it a clean and an accurate one?
 So, art is a mirror that reflects life but who hold it and where is it directed are questions we will meet all the time a different image of who is holding this mirror and where directing it. This image of the mirror is important and interesting.
The change of this age also is a change from the objective to subjective the objective of the outside external world of objects that for the Victorians but modernists shift to subjective of inside internal mind. Being objective means does not want to involve my personality or emotions. For example, I would give you a text that I would not like but that does not mean I would show that or let it affect my work. Here we are being very subjective interested in the subjective reality of the mind of this character.
Consciousness, all the time there are impressions coming to the mind when we are a wake. Sometimes these impressions or thoughts are organized and some other times it's not. Consciousness is one of the features of modernism because it describes the inner of the character. For example, Virginia Woolf who is a novelist in this age some of her novels were all on the consciousness of the character and the novel is happening in the mind of the character. Another one who was interested in the same approach was James Joyce who wrote many pages of actions in the mind of the character in just one day.
James as anovelist wrote novels and as a critic wrote criticism on his own novels in the preface of the novel.
Final paragraph in page eighteen there are quotations of "The Ambassadors". "Even in the ambassador the rule of the intense perceiver…"James was all the time interested in writing about innocence and experience and it was amajor theme in his literature and his works of arts.The central character in "the Ambassadors" as he is described, is a very confused character. He was an innocent character and throughout the novel got experience. The lines on this character aretelling us not just about this central character but more about modernist fiction in general. These lines tell us about "uncertainty", "states of doubt", "states of confusion". 
By the end of Victorian age many changes were happening in the English and American society. They started losing their faith in religion and about many values in life. This was a general approach in their life not just towards religion. That was also considered a feature in this age because the doubts caused uncertainty. All these were a part of reality of this time. So, when you read for writers in our course do not expect the truth handed to you directly.
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