Novel(1)

Charlotte Perkins Gilman wrote critical essays as well as novels. So, he is a novelist and a critic. If you are studying critical theory we would find that James one of the main critics, novelist and short story writers. We will go through modernist fiction and we will study a novel called"the yellow wallpaper" written by"Charlotte Perkins Gilman". We will have another short story for James called "the beast in the jungle". We will go through our notes which speak of how to study a novel.
We are familiar with the elements of any text such as; character, themes, plot, setting (which means place and time and they are very important in modern fiction), language, style, point of view, the outer and inner appearance of the character.
Reading a novel has a different way from drama or short story.For example, we have a narrator in the novel and he is the one telling the story or he is sometimes felt to be the author. When an author tells a story he is being different from the one he is in real life and that’s through the figure of him that he plants into the novel which is the narrator.In drama we do not have narrators just the character and they are moving with the action more directly and through their dialogue we know the themes, plot language and everything all through the dialogue while in novel it'sharder to know these points because we have to understand it along the novel. 
The narrator tells the novel or the story through his point of view. For example, if we have some narrator who hates women, we will have all negative attitudes towards women in the novel and that’s why it'scalled his point of view. All the time narrators are important and we have many kind of narrator. Sometimes a character in the novel, an external character not involved in the novel, multiple narrators throughout the novel, sometimes it’s a first person narrator speaking to the reader directly, third person who speak of the action and not being direct to the reader about himself and these different narrator are related to differentmeanings.Understanding the narrator gets us to understand the novel.
By the end of our course you well have a good idea about the English novel in general and that will be useful to you in your career life and I expect some activity from you. Get as much knowledge as you can as try making your language more strong and keep on attending the class with no absence.
You must read the text because to just read the novel itself and to just reading about it is very different. Notes are not enough to know about the novel but you need to read the novel itself because notes are not an alternative because these notes are written by critics sometimes. Each one of you can think of the novel as a critic when you are reading it.
Reading a certain definition we all know it's just a one fixed definition but critics and thought throughout the novel there are many opinions and the discussion is opened. May be I can give you thoughts or ideas about the character but still it's an opened door for you to discuss fresh ideas, as long as you have evidences and that’s important in our course.For example, if we have an ambitious character or a mad person you need to give supportive evidences. When you have evidences, then you cannot be wrong.
That’s how to study a novel and I will support you with extracts in class that will discuss more details about how to study a novel. Extracts that I will provide you with will be a good source because it discussesquotations and questions on these quotations and that's why these extracts are important and we will start with it next week God willing. 
We know our course and our text and the materials we will work from.We will have marks on attendance, midterm exam, research and presentations, participation in class. You need to attend the course and participate.
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