Poetry
Fourth year-first semester

The 1st lecture:                                                                                                                                      د.حصة
The Darkling Thrush
by Thomas Hardy

Your first assignment will be about ‘The Darkling Thrush’ by Thomas Hardy. ‘Thrush’ is a little singing bird. Usually this poem is given either at the end of the 19th century or at the beginning of the 20th century because it was written in 1900 (في آخر يوم من عام1899 في ليلة رأس السنة  ). The title suggests a kind of celebration of the New Year. This poem was written describing two occasions; death and birth: death of the previous century and the birth of the New Year. So, he created a very wonderful image. The introductory lines describe the whole atmosphere at the New Year; grey, uncertainty and doubt. You remember the general scene and atmosphere in England during the 19th century>>>>> (growth of industry, expansion of England itself as a colonization power, and the question of religion). You remember Tennyson in almost of his poem was questioning the matter of religion when he speaks about the death of his friend. It is the question of being and existence. So, the whole scene is gray. They were uncertain about anything in their live. In the poem the poet himself leant upon  coppice  gate.  He was very smart to create an image describing the death of the previous century>>> dead body lying on the ground and covered with white. The time is December; it is the peak of winter. He is very keen in creating this image. He is describing the final day of the whole century as being dead body laying on a ground and covered with whiteness of the snow. There are all the associated meaning to whiteness, winter and coldness. He is describing people sitting in their houses and cutting relations with each other and enjoying their fire. Sometimes a family is gathering. They are hiding from their own fears of unable to create good relationship with others.  They are anticipating or waiting for something unknown for them. They were really uncertain. There was a sense of fear of what is coming. This is what we have experienced in the previous century, then what is coming?!!! There is one note of hope given by the thrush.
When we say darkling thrush, we think of the thrush has been in darkness, but in fact it is not the thrush; it is the poet himself/ the speaker who is living in darkness. So, it means stay, living or being in darkness. In fact there is darkness, but it is not the darkness of the setting. It is the darkness of the poet/ the speaker himself (the uncertainty of the speaker/ the fears/ the unhappy sense about what has been lived). The only note of hope is given by the thrush. This thrush is described by the poet as being old, aged and weak and small in size. It is singing carolings. He is still able to sing a happy song. There must be something good/ something that cannot be seen but it should be there somewhere at the end of this gloomy scene. This is clear from the song.
So, this is your assignment. Go and read it and then we will discuss it very quickly. Then we will switch to the main course. 
We say the 20 century, but in fact the century is divided into two parts; the early 20th century and the late 20th century. There are great main events that have taken place in the 20th century and they must be divided and they made a great change and designed the whole age literature and that is the two World Wars. Both wars are in the early 20th century. In the early 20th century literature, we are referring to the literature written from 1900 to 1945. After that literary men start to write in a different way. So, we are going to read two literary events during this period (1900-1945). In the beginning, there is a very quickly poetry towards a new type of literature: a new style, themes, new approach to images. This is the very beginning; in the first ten years. The World War I was in (1914-1918) and the World War II is (1939-1945). A group of poets (literary men) started to have a new attitude and a new style in writing literature. So, we have two groups of poets and in this semester we be dealing with the early 20th century. In the early 20th century, we find two divisions: new trends >>>the emergence of poets writing according to new trends and new attitudes to their society to the world and to literature.  And it is the period in which many theories started to emerge such as imagism (a new approach to images {the language used and the theme}), modernism (a literary attitude to literature). For poets and poetry, we have also two divisions. When the war broke out, all the poets were ready to devote their lives to their country and to join the war and poetry was written to encourage people to do so and poets are pushing you generation to go to war. And there were poets who switch their readiness to go to war; they are resisting war. So, we have war poets and anti-war poets those who were attacking the people in church. We have three powers in the country: 1- religion/ church (they advise people to go as they are sending them to heaven. They are awaking people and inviting them and giving them the green light to go to join the war), 2- the generals who are the military powers who are planning and sending these young people to the front line. 3- the political power.
We have to put in mind >>the literary definition of the early 20th century. We will speak generally the political, social and religious scene of the early 20th century. Religion is only to manipulate people. It is like blackmail. The church started to stand beside the politics. At the end of the 19th century and in the beginning of the 20th century, people were living in a sense of uncertainty and sense of being lost.
In this semester we are going to study:
-'They' by Siegfried Sassoon.
-‘The Soldier’ by Rupert Brooke.
- Wilfred Owen
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