



POETRY                              Dr. Hessa                             4th year            2nd term
4th Lecture
The Waste Land
Discussion and commentary on the given assignment on:
· Modernism

· Symbolism

· Imagism
· Post-colonialism 
      The Waste Land is a cosmopolitan poem. It can be read by different people in different countries and it is still valuable and expresses their suffering. 

IV. Death by Water

Phlebas the Phoenician, a fortnight dead,


Forgot the cry of gulls, and the deep sea swell


And the profit and loss.
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       A current under sea


Picked his bones in whispers.  As he rose and fell


He passes the stages of his age and youth


Entering the whirlpool.




      Gentile or Jew

320
O you who turn the wheel and look windward,


Consider Phlebas, who was once handsome and tall as you.

This is one of the central movements in the poem. 

It is a very short one. It was written in 4.. lines. It was summarized to come only in 8 lines. These eight lines is one of the central parts, central movements in the Waste Land. 

What can we got from the title? 

It is a variation of the Burial of the Dead
Whose death is this? 
It is the death of the Phoenician sailor. We meet him on the back of tarot cards of Madame Sosostris.
The significance of this part is that it is another variation of the theme of death and rebirth. Death by water and this rebirth comes by the presence of water. This part is another variation of the main theme of the poem- Death and rebirth- it reminds us with the three deities books- it is said that one of these small gods- Isis- Osiers, one of them dies and part of him is being thrown in water- in the Mediterranean- in Egypt- they come to life again in the Phoenician shore- it is a movement through which there is a recreation- rebirth. This rebirth is being achieved while in water. Death and rebirth is one of the central themes of the waste land and it is being enhanced in this movement- movement number IV- Death by Water- it deals with the idea of the possibility of fertility. The waste land is a dray land so far. The Fisher king connotes to fishing which happens in the presence of water- The image of the Fisher King, giving his back to the land and gazing into the sea- so sea- water is always in their mind as a source of life- the reference is to the Isolde and her lover. This girl is another of Isolde who is waiting for her lover- Isolde was always sitting by the sea waiting for her lover's coming. 
So, water is everywhere, even in the second part of the first movement, when there is rock- no water- we find water.

Why movement IV is central movement to the Waste land?

It is another variation of the main theme of the Waste Land that is death and rebirth- sterility and fertility- possibility of rebirth- regeneration. It is a clear reference to the three deities – small gods mentioned in the Western's Book . 

Water is a source of earning his life- he is a merchant to whom water is vital to survive. Water for him is a vital source in his life, for his life. He is sailing in water to earn his life. This source of life can be the very source of danger. The other one is the wheel of life that may take one unaware. This reminds us of all the people of the waste land who are being taken by this wheel of life- when they were going in  a ring- on London Bridge-  they are being taken by the cycle of life. They are being eaten up by the cycle of life. They are unaware of the people around them. They are completely immersed, involved in their own materialistic interest to the extent that they may lose their life, their relations.

There is a reference to the pearls that used to be his eyes. He has no time to think of spiritual gaining. He has no spiritual interest. All his interests are materialistic ones. He is running within this – whirlpool cycle of life. All attempts of the people of the waste land to live turn to nothing turn to emptiness, dryness, futility. The Western Landers are dead in life. 

There is a reference to the Gentile = Muslims- any one who is Christian, not Jews.

Here is a kind of warning for people to follow the instructions of God, to care about spiritual life, spiritual interest. 

He is trying to create a kind of awareness, warning them, not to be like Jewish or gentile= to be purely religious.  

This sailor is dying alone. He is being taken by the wheel of life- cycle of life- the whirlpool- it reminds us of the Ancient mariner- there is water- there are things that are common between this sailor and the Ancient Mariner that are suffering- death- water which becomes source of death- sense of guilt- he comes to this state of suffering out of his own deeds. There is this warning to have some spiritual interest in his life to avoid being a victim of his own sins. It is the idea of suffering due to committing sins against a spiritual creature – this is the crime of the Ancient Mariner.

We are invited to think of the absence of spirituality in their life which may cause their disaster- his crime against a spiritual spirit. The disaster of this sailor is forgetting about the spiritual; interest and immersing completely in worldly interest. 
Eliot's lines are very rich. He is writing back to all these knowledge. In these 8 lines, we have reference to the three deities- reference to two parts of the poem speaking of the rocks that have no water- dryness- which is another source of death. 

It is a reference to the first part Burial of the Dead where Madame Sosostris is warning all human being against an expected fear, threat that is approaching. 

He is referring to some culture, literary heritage, referring to religion- speaking of the Gentile and the Jew. 

This poem is written in a language that is really musical. The s and h sounds are repeatedly used. It is a warning of the hissing sound that may alert- call us to be attentive- like the hissing of tress- the whispering sounds- fear is there in these two sounds.

Though this part is short, but it is very rich. 
A Game of Chess
It consists of two parts, dealing with two settings, two characters and two different languages are being used.  It is a movement- a section that is dealing with two settings- one from a high class and the other from the lower class; one using the blank verse in describing the place , giving words to ladies, the other is using slang colloquial language. 

There are two characters; one is highly educated aristocratic lady, the other is a lady from the lower class. 

Writing this section, Eliot relied on two works- Shakespearian- and Thomas Middleton,    and hi splay" Women beware Women" it is a warning against women.

There are two persons playing a game of chess. In this pay, every move in the game of chess is a step to seduce the lady- a mother in law is watching a game of chess and there is a kind of seduction to her daughter in law- every move is a step towards a kind of  seduction. It gives us a hint to the sexual relationship. In the waste land, people are impotent. There is no sexual relationship. People are unable to complete any relationship. People are not productive. People of the waste land are fertile. They have no ability to give intimate relationship, to initiate – not to finish any relationship. The reference to seduction is only an irony. This move, this step will never finish to a full relationship. When it comes to a full relationship it is like a case of hell whose fertility is the very reason for destruction.  One lady lacks any kind of emotional , sexual relationship with  her husband. The result is not for her good but for her own destruction. Her very fertility is the reason of futility of her life.  

The first setting presents us to a wonderful luxurious place- the room of the lady. It starts with the description of her own chair- reminding us of Cleopatra. We are invited to read some Shakespearian description of the throne of Cleopatra. This lady is a queen possessing so many luxurious things, living in that luxurious place. She lacks nothing, but on the human base she lacks everything. It is important to understand the mental suffering of this lady. This lady is in her room, preparing herself to meet her husband. The relationship between her and her husband is a futile one. She was speaking to herself all the time. When he comes, she starts talking to him. There are speeches given by her put in two inverted commas"  " - her direct speech. She never listens to him speaking. This is lack of communication. There is no response from his side. There are lies written given by him, but it is not his speech, but his own thoughts. We will hear her speech and overhears his thoughts. She speaks. There is a kind of response but it is not a verbal one. It is only his thoughts. The problem of this man is the problem of their distorted relationship. This is related to him as busy minded with war and killing. She speaks of having some fun, going out, planning for the weekend and he is thinking of killing, dead feelings.        
II. A GAME OF CHESS


THE Chair she sat in, like a burnished throne,

Glowed on the marble, where the glass

Held up by standards wrought with fruited vines

From which a golden Cupidon peeped out

(Another hid his eyes behind his wing)

Doubled the flames of sevenbranched candelabra

Reflecting light upon the table as

The glitter of her jewels rose to meet it,

From satin cases poured in rich profusion;

In vials of ivory and coloured glass

Unstoppered, lurked her strange synthetic perfumes,

With the chair, we are reminded with Cleopatra- she is a queen- but she lacks all what the queen may have. 

There is some air coming to the room that is enlarging the candle lights or fading them into small shadows.  

There is a sense of mysterious atmosphere surrounding her. With the presence of candle and synthetic perfumes which is a reference to her love sickness. She is sick of love, longing for love.  It is a reference for her need for love. She is preparing for seduction, for attracting her husband. It is like a game of chess. The more she fits one, the more she is in need for some intimate relationship. 
Unguent, powdered, or liquid—troubled, confused

And drowned the sense in odours; stirred by the air

That freshened from the window, these ascended

In fattening the prolonged candle-flames,

Flung their smoke into the laquearia,

Stirring the pattern on the coffered ceiling.

Huge sea-wood fed with copper

Burned green and orange, framed by the coloured stone,

In which sad light a carvèd dolphin swam.

Above the antique mantel was displayed

As though a window gave upon the sylvan scene

The change of Philomel, by the barbarous king

 
The sad light refers to the lady who is sad. She is suffering some hidden sadness. 
Philomel= it is said to be one of the legendry characters who is raped by her brother-in-law= her sister's husband. He is a king and he raped this lady. To prevent her from telling what happened, her tongue is cut. She turns to be a bird- like the nightingale- she turns to be a legendary character. She can not speak but she can make voices that are understood by others. She is like a nightingale that is singing in dark nights. She is being deprived the right to speak. She is the victim of this king's desire.  
We can make a comparison between this lady and Philomel. Their suffering is the same. She is juggling. Her words are not understood. It is the lack of any verbal communication with her husband. She is like Philomel, like the nightingale- alone, sad, suffering the darkness of nights, finding no response from the other's side.
So rudely forced; yet there the nightingale

Filled all the desert with inviolable voice

And still she cried, and still the world pursues,

'Jug Jug' to dirty ears.

And other withered stumps of time

Were told upon the walls; staring forms

Leaned out, leaning, hushing the room enclosed.

Footsteps shuffled on the stair.

Under the firelight, under the brush, her hair

Spread out in fiery points
Glowed into words, then would be savagely still.

 110
 dirty ears= of the king, the one who rapped her, cut her tongue. He must be suffering even the jug, jug sound. His dirty ears can not take the sound anymore. 
The lady's hair is fair. It is like gypsy's hair, going in every direction, full of zest of life. Her arms are open. Her hair is wet. She is like a savage. It is reference to her readiness for human contact. 

These are the words f this lady 
'My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Stay with me.

'Speak to me. Why do you never speak? Speak.

'What are you thinking of? What thinking? What?

'I never know what you are thinking. Think.'
 
      Now, her husband is around and she speaks to him. There is this lack of communication between them. She is giving him a flow of questions with no answers giving. She is nervous. She is suffering. Mentally speaking, she is unstable. She is suffering from alienation, loneliness, lack of communication, unrewarded desires. She is emphasizing the lack of any communication. All the time, they have no kind of communication. 
I think we are in rats' alley

Where the dead men lost their bones.
'What is that noise?'

            The wind under the door.

'What is that noise now? What is the wind doing?'

           Nothing again nothing.

                                              'Do

'You know nothing? Do you see nothing? Do you remember

'Nothing?'

  I remember

Those are pearls that were his eyes.

     He thinks of war and killing, of war where the dead men lost their bones, their vitality. He himself has no vitality, has lost interest in life. He has no power to have any kind of communication with the lady. His mind is busy all the time with war and killing, with men losing their power. 

Both of them are worried- what is under the do? We are reminded with one of Shakespeare's speeches- where the wind is reference to death that is approaching. This tells us that she lives in a kind of fear. Her life is being threatened with something.

He thinks- these are not his words but his thoughts- it is wind under the door= death is approaching. His mind is all the time busy with death. 

Those are pearls that were his eyes.

This is taken from "The Tempest" by Shakespeare 

We are reminded with Madame Sosostris ' tarot cards. The same sentence is used there.  Being one of the waste landers- he is busy with death. Death is there.   
'Are you alive, or not? Is there nothing in your head?'
                                                     But 
O O O O that Shakespeherian Rag—

It's so elegant

So intelligent
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He has no response. She does not feel that she is with alive person. He is dead. 
O O O O
One of Shakespearian characters uses this expression as dying words.  She feels that he is a dying person. She is living with a dead body. It is more than negligence and lack of communication. This intensifies her suffering. She is suffering his presence rather than her absence. He is around, but he is dead. He reminds her with this O O O O dying person. She is afraid that he may pull her to death. 
'What shall I do now? What shall I do?'

I shall rush out as I am, and walk the street

'With my hair down, so. What shall we do to-morrow?

'What shall we ever do?'

Pressing lidless eyes and waiting for a knock upon the door.

 
 He thinks that there is something in her head. This is his own thoughts. Death is only there in his head. A dying person is controlling his thoughts. 

Though there is no response, she starts planning for the weekend.  
'With my hair down
She is ready to sell her body in the streets. She has this scene to have a compassionate relationship with someone as the one whom she is living with is a dead person. She is planning for a night out home. 

She is a lady from aristocratic society. She is suffering to the extent that she is being frustrated, disturbed, having nothing to do. 

 Is she trying to bring him back?

Mentally, she is not stable. She is busy with her own needs. She is being tortured with his lack of response, absence of any response. She is hopeless, frustrated. 
                          The hot water at ten.

And if it rains, a closed car at four. 
And we shall play a game of chess, 
Pressing lidless eyes and waiting for a knock upon the door.
He is thinking of a room that is being closed. This close car is a reference to the room in which they are trapped.  The door has no windows. Death is coming. It is spiritual rather than physical death.

Car is used to roam around, but here the car is being used to imprison them. it is their own room. The room isolated this couple from any sort of spiritual communion, relationship and physical relationship. They are living in two worlds. Their interests are completely different.  

They have nothing to do with their life. He is like a warrior in a battlefield who has nothing to do but to defend where he is. So, they are not players of chess, they are not the controllers. They are the bones- pieces of chess- they are enclosed in this room doing nothing. They can not go out. They can not enjoy life. They are not the controller of their life. They are not the controller in the game of chess. They are only the pieces in the game of chess. 
Is this game only a seduction, coming with nothing?  Is it only enough if they fall in a relationship? Is it only a seduction? Is it only a seduction that comes with nothing?

The people of the waste land are impotent. They are unable to finish any relationship. They are unable to come to a real physical seduction, fertile relationship. All steps are taken towards a real relationship are finished before completion. 

lidless eyes= they are always in fear- worried- conscious of their own suffering. They can not forget- they can not sleep- watching what is to come- they can not enjoy life. They are living in wariness. 

Waiting for a knock upon the door = it carries the unknown- the unpredictable future. They are not able to open the door. They keep watching, afraid of the unknown. They are living in fears and more fears are coming. Their suffering is not to be resolved. They lack spiritual interest. It is the fear of the unknown. It is death coming from under the door. 

It is spiritual- not physical death that is what is controlling their life.  
This is the first part.

We come to the conclusion that this lady is suffering the lack of any fertile communication with her husband- Even the speech that seems to be given by her, having no response. It shows the different interest of these two characters- the husband and the wife. They have nothing in common. She speaks about the pleasure of the moment. He thinks of the fears of the past and of the future. She is busy with the present and the future and he is busy minded with the past and the future. Fear is controlling their life, preventing them from, having any kind of intimate relationship- lack of communication. Though they are enjoying a luxurious life, he is back from war. He is living in the past. The only defect in his relation is that he is still living in the past. He is still suffering the fears of the past and he has no trust in the future. 

2nd part 

  It deals with Lil= a lady from the lower class. She is married to Albert. He is another soldier. All the main characters- the waste landers are even soldiers or in contact with soldiers. The sense of war is everywhere in the waste land. 
Albert is a soldier who has been in war for 5 years. His wife has 5 children's. There is no sterilely, no lack of physical communication between them. The very reason of having all these babies is the destruction of their own relationship.  She is trying to avoid more children. She tried once to get rid- abortion- the coming babies. This destroys her physical appearance. She looks like an aged woman while she is only 32. This is because the many births she had given. Her relationship with her husband is distorted. There have nothing in common. The physical relation that they had and brought about these births is only a mechanical one. It is based on no love, no human relationship. It is a routine activity. This is another disaster in the lives of the waste landers.  

It is a bar room , two ladies are talking about Lil, saying that she is now having distorted, deformed physical appearance. Unless she goes and fixes herself, her husband will find another woman. These two women are digging information in this lady's life. It is open to be discussed by others. 

Her husband sent her some money to fix her teeth but she did not. She would not be able to have him anymore.

The details of these two couples are being discussed by others. On the other side, we have these two luxurious people enclosing themselves in their room. 

In both cases, whether they have an intimate relationship or not, whether they are from high class or not, whether they are living a private kind of life or they are keeping their private life as a secret or not, or their life is open enough to be discussed in public – in bars- by others- in both cases the outcome is the same. Even with giving all these births, and the other one has no chance, no ability to have a complete physical; relationship, in both cases, the outcome is the same- it is futility, lack of communication, pain and suffering in both cases.  In both cases, whether it is a luxurious, highly educated lady, o this simple lady, whether it is a man who is back from war settling in his own palace or that man who is still in war and coming soon to his family, both are suffering the same. Those are the waste landers- they can not have any wealthy communication.  

To the contrary of the other one, the very sign of her fertility- giving babies- is because of her futility. It is the cause of the futility of their relationship. She is being destroyed by giving birth- like death in water- the very reason of life is the source of death- the very sign of fertility is the very cause of sterility or futility. 
The settings:  in the first part, it is a luxurious room, like the chair of Cleopatra- the other setting is the bar room – a cheap setting.

The language used ion the first part is blank verse- used by Shakespeare- so many descriptions are being borrowed from Shakespeare plays. The language used in the second part is the slang language. The characters having this dialogue are from the low class. Lil herself is not there, but they are talking about her all the time.
 The bar man asks the two ladies to leave. 
When Lil's husband got demobbed, I said—

I didn't mince my words, I said to her myself,

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
These are the words of the bar man. It reminds us with the Porter scene in Macbeth. This is the irony- this is a note given by the bar man so that they must leave the bar. It is the end of the day.
Now Albert's coming back, make yourself a bit smart.

He'll want to know what you done with that money he gave you

To get yourself some teeth. He did, I was there.

You have them all out, Lil, and get a nice set,

He said, I swear, I can't bear to look at you.

And no more can't I, I said, and think of poor Albert,

He's been in the army four years, he wants a good time,

She said that Albert said once that he can not look at her because of her distorted appearance. Their life is a material of discussion foe everyone. It is unlike the people in the first part. In both cases, the result is the same. 
And if you don't give it him, there's others will, I said.

Oh is there, she said. Something o' that, I said.

Then I'll know who to thank, she said, and give me a straight look.

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
The lady kept on warning her- Lil- if she did not fix herself, if she did not give him this fun time with looking good, he will find it somewhere. 

If you don't like it you can get on with it, I said.

Others can pick and choose if you can't.

But if Albert makes off, it won't be for lack of telling.

You ought to be ashamed, I said, to look so antique.
(And her only thirty-one.)

She has to accept the fact that she needs to fix herself. She looks very old though she is 31. The lady in the first part is young, has a good looking. She has all the reasons to live healthy life with her husband, but she could not. 

Lil is not thinking of having an intimate relationship with him, she is thinking of having a child. She is thinking of a mechanical activity that may bring about more destruction to her appearance. 
I can't help it, she said, pulling a long face,

It's them pills I took, to bring it off, she said.

(She's had five already, and nearly died of young George.)

The chemist said it would be alright, but I've never been the same.

She look so because she takes some pills to have some abortion- to discarry this baby. 

You are a proper fool, I said.

Well, if Albert won't leave you alone, there it is, I said,

What you get married for if you don't want children?

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
Well, that Sunday Albert was home, they had a hot gammon,

And they asked me in to dinner, to get the beauty of it hot—

HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
HURRY UP PLEASE IT'S TIME
The human communication has lost its importance to them. it is enough to have 5 children. It is like a machine, mass production. This machine has no emotions, no heart. 
Goonight Bill. Goonight Lou. Goonight May. Goonight.

Ta ta. Goonight. Goonight.

Good night, ladies, good night, sweet ladies, good night, good night

It is a colloquial language. These are the bar attainders. 

They come to the resolution, nothing will be done. The cycle of life will go on. She will keep on suffering. She will keep neglecting the importance of human relationship with her husband.

The two characters in both parts are suffering the same with the big difference of their social and cultural background. They are two typical characters of the Waste Land. There is a lack of any human communication between the two. 

Finished 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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