Lecture 6
Chapter 2
Danger and Daring
Thesis Statement and Supporting Ideas:
Turn your books to page 34 - 37
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We will stop here.
Go to the next lecture
THANK YOU
مع تحياتي لكم :
معتزهـ 
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The Thesis Statement: Topic and Approac

o
Review Points )
= An essay is composed of three or more paragraphs and communicates an
attitude or opinion about an issue.
= The thesis statement tells the reader the main idea of the essay.
= The reader should be able to predict what the essay is about by reading the
thesis statement.
= The thesis statement usually appears in the introductory paragraph

New Points
= The thesis statement usually contains two parts: the topic and the approach
to the topic.
= The topic presents the general subject of the essay,.
= The approach presents the writer's attitude or opinion about the topic and
indicates how the writer will develop the essay.
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STUDYING AN EXAMPLE OF A THESIS STATEMENT
Read the following thesis statement:

Sydney Possuelo is a great explorer because he has not
only made significant contributions to our. knowledge of the
Amazon but has also worked to defend the rights of the indig-
enous people of Brazil,

In this thesis statement, the topic s Sydney Possuelo. The writer's approach is to show
Wwhy Possuelo is a great explorer. From this thesis statement, the reader can predict
that the writer will explain that Possuielo has increased our knowledge of the Amazon
Wwhile aiso defending the rights of the indigenous (native) people who live in that region.

Analyzing Thesis Statements For the thesis statements that follow,
underline the topic and put a dashed line under the approach.

1. Many explorers have the urge to explore due to their own curiosity and a
desire to make a contribution to the world,
larco Polo and Ibn Battuta led

2. The adventures of medieval trave
wded international trade,

to cross-cultural exchange and expa
3. Alexander the Great was one of the ancient world's greatest explorers becatise
he solved many mysteries about the earth’s geography and weather,
E Making Predictions from Thesis Statements Look at the thesis
statements in Activity 1. Predict how each writer will develop an essay based on the
information in the thesis statement

Thesis Statement 1: The writer will

make a contribution motivate many e
make a contribution motivate many ex
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pporting ldeas

Nn;:: :::macn may nclude two or more supporting ideas about the topic

The writerwill generally develop these ideas in separate paragraphs.
should have the same degree of generality or Specificity.
degree of importance in refation

= Each supporting idea
Each supporting idea should have the same

to the topic. i
Each supporting idea should be distinct.

ANALYZING SUPPORTING IDEAS
In the thesis statement about Sydney Possuelo on page 35, the supporting ideas are
(1) he has made significant contributions to our knowledge of the Amazon, and (2) he
has worked to defend the rights of the indigenous people of Brazil.
Note the following:

= Making contributions and defending rights are equally general topics; one isn't

more specific than the other.
= Both have the same degree of importance in relation to why Possuelo is a great

explorer.
= They don't overlap; making contributions is different from defending indigenous

Ppeople’s rights. They can each be discussed in their own parts of the essay.

@O B Revising Thesis Statements The following three thesis statements need
rewriting. Working with a partner, decide what's wrong and rewrite each one according
to the guidelines above.

1. Space exploration and undersea ¢ xploration have two things in common: both
are motivated by the thirst for knowledge and the desire to learn more about
the world :

What's wrong?

R
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B 1dentifying Topic and Supporting ideas
statements. Underline the topic and put a dashed line-
‘thesis statement is good, circle good. If it is not good,
according to what you learned in this section.

1. The Brazilian explorer Sydney Possuelo risked his life when he tried to protect
the Korubo Indians of the Amazon,
good ‘needs work

Rewrite:

2. From earliest times, humans have been driven by a desire to know the un-
known and to find food.
good needs work

Rewrite:

3. Ferdinand Magellan and Christopher Columbus, two fifteenth-century sailors,
were similar because they believed they could find a westward passage to India
and because they received no support for their beliefs,
good needs work

Rewrite:

4. Great strides in space exploration were made in 1984, when two American
astronauts floated (ree in space: They gathered some important information
ed o the spacecraft on their

about humans’ ability to live in space and ret

own.
good. needs work
Rewrite: :

5. Amelia Earhart was the first woman to fly a plane across the Atlantic.
good. needs work

Rewrite: - =





