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I. Syntax: Introduction

I. Introduction:

Grammar is made of syntax and morphology together.    
Syntax deals with the sentence structure, i.e.,   word order within the sentence.

Morphology deals with the word structure.

Descriptive Syntax: Some linguists look at language as a human behavior that should be described as it is through: Observation, then  Analysis .

Prescriptive Syntax: Looking at a language as it should be and ignore the external influences on language like dialect, time, place and others.

II. Branches of Syntax

1. Psychological Classification:  Which  focuses on the speaker’s motive and  

 intention. Does the speaker intends to give or ask for information, give command or make an exclamation?

Types of Psychological Classification:-
A. Information sentence:  To tell someone something, give information, express opinions, feelings, or attitudes.
· She was sick [ information ]

· I respect you [ feelings]

· I think it’s not suitable.[ opinion]

· The Arabs must be united. [ attitude ]        

B. Interrogative sentence. Here the speaker asks about someone, time, place, instrument, reason, manner, or anything else. 

· Who phoned you this morning? [ person ]

· When did he arrive/ [ time]

· Where  is he? [ place]

· What did you use to open the car/ [ instrument]

· Why didn’t he come? [ reason]

· How  did she do that/ [ manner]

C. Exclamatory Sentence: Here the speaker or the writer expresses his surprise or admiration.
· What a beautiful flower it is! 

· How amazing the scene was!

D. Imperative Sentence: ( Command ) Here the speaker or the writer offer a request or give a command depending on the speaker- hearer relationship
· Close the window, please. [ request ]

· Don’t leave now. [ negative command ]

·  Do them now. [ positive command ]

 E. Double- role sentence: Some sentences, however, have a double role.
· Why are the lectures late? [ Interrogative & Informative ]

· Will you open the book?  [ Question & Request ]

· What a beautiful you have! [ Exclamation & opinion ]

Also , it must be noticed that final punctuation marks are determined by syntax, and not by meaning. That is, the structure of a sentence  determines the punctuation mark

2.  Structural Classification: 

A. Simple sentence: A sentence with one subject and one predicate.

- The man has finished his work
B. Compound sentence: A sentence which consists of two simple sentences or more conjoined with a coordinating conjunction.
- He studied hard, but he couldn’t pass.
C. Complex Sentence: A sentence that consists of a main clause and one or more subordinate clause.

- He knows why they are late.       

3.  Initial Classification: 

A. Verbal sentence: If it starts with a verb. This type of sentences does not exist in many languages and also in English. However, it exists in Arabic language.
B. Nominal sentence: If it starts with a noun or a pronoun:

e.g.,  - The visitors have left early.
IV .Sample Questions

1. One of the following sentences is true. It is ___________.

A. Morphology is made of syntax and grammar

B. Syntax is made of grammar and morphology

C. Grammar is made of syntax and morphology

D. Grammar is made of syntax and semantics

2.  The type of psychological classification of the sentence” They are busy” is ___________________.

A. feelings                                                                  B. information or informative 
C. attitude                                                                   D. opinion
3. The interrogative sentence “ _________________?” expresses manner.

A. Who is your friend                                                        B. Where is he from

C. How did Rami do that                                                    D. Why was he absent 

4. What a clever boy! Is ____________________sentence.

A. a request                                                                             B. a command

C. an opinion                                                                           D. an exclamatory 
5. The sentence “ Sara was sick” is a/an_____________________ sentence.

 A. simple                                                                                B. compound

C. complex                                                                             D. opinion
6. The sentence “ Why were they angry? is_________________.

A. an exclamatory sentence                                    B. interrogative and informative
C. An opinion sentence                                           D. informative only
7. “ ______________” is not a type of psychological classification of syntax.

A. Informative sentence                                                   B. Interrogative sentence

C. Complex sentence                                                        D. Imperative sentence
8. The ___________________sentences don’t exist in English language.

A. nominal                                            B. verbal 
C. interrogative                                     D. informative                                                                   
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