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Study Questions

(1) With which of the four types of ‘sources’ would you
associate the quotation from MacNeilage at the beginning
of the chapter?

" Chewing, licking and sucking are extremely widespread
mammalian activities, which, in terms of casual
observation, have obvious similarities with speech.”
MacNeilage (1998)

Answer:
The Oral-Gesture

(2) What is the basic idea behind the ‘bow-wow’ theory of
language origin?

Answer:
When an object occurring a sound, the human will imitating
that sound to refer to that object, which is called bow-wow
theory.

(3) Why are interjections such as Ouch! considered to be
unlikely sources of human speech sounds?

Answer:
Because they are usually produced with sudden intakes of
breath, which is the opposite of ordinary talk

(4) What special features of human teeth make them useful
in the production of speech sounds?

Answer:
Because the human teeth are upright, not slanting outwards,
and they are roughly even in height

(5) Where is the pharynx and how did it become an
important part of human sound production?

Answer:

the pharynx located in above of the vocal cords, which acts
as a resonator for increased range and clarity of the sounds
produced via the larynx

(6) Why do you think that young deaf children who become
fluent in sign language would be cited in support of the
innateness hypothesis?

Answer:
Because the human offspring are born with a special capacity
for language.
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Answer Key

1) The divine source claims that language o

a. is God-given.

. . 2.
b. is learned as a result of experience. 3
c. developed as a result of using tools. 4
d. is onomatopoeic. 5.
e. developed as a result of human evolution. 6.

o o0 o

2) Which claim suggests that language developed as a result of the development of speech organs and brain lateralization?
a. the Divine source

b. the natural-sound source

c. the oral-gesture source

d. physiological adaptation

e. glossogenetics

3) Glossogentics assumes that

a. human brain became specialized for language.

b. our need for socialization plays an important role in using language.

c. being two-legged changed the shape of human speech organs and thus language originated.
d. language originated due to a strong desire to transmit our knowledge to our fellow people.
e. Language appeared because human tongue became more flexible to produce speech sounds.

4) Which one of the following suggestions is NOT provided in your textbook? Human language developed because:
a. People wanted to carry out religious rituals.

b. People started to imitate the sounds of nature.

¢. human vocal tract has developed.

d. human brain became suitable for the use of language.

e. people wanted to communicate with others wile they were carrying out some collaborative work.

5) Which one of the following is an example of interactional function of language?
a. recommending a new restaurant that you have visited recently,

b. communicating about the recent developments in your country,

c. planning about your study schedule with a friend,

d. passing your shoe-making skill to your son,

e. talking about your feelings.

6) According to ‘the “pooh-pooh” theory', human beings:

a. imitated the sounds of nature,

b. started to use language when they were involved in cooperative tasks,

c. wanted to imitate certain body movements,

d. started to use language as a result of producing sounds that represented pain, anger, etc.
e. started to use language in order to find sexual partners.
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