English Language Reading I5
Getting Meaning from Context
dhasy IS agd g daalidall ClalSl) Jass 8 5 jualaall oda 8 4ads aa
Definition «iy il
A definition gives the meaning of words
LSl e any iy ol

key words(4abtidl cldsl) asyy.

means /mean is/are

what this means is is/are called

consist of is/ are known as

refer to is /are defined as

e.g .may be seen as is/ are described as

Someone who explores and studies caves is known as a spelunker.
Sl AJ@GQQM!JJJM!JMSS%@M\UM\JHJ
an unfamiliar word =spelunker
CAals 8 ddglile = DG
signal words = is known as
Cra g iy aal) clalsl) B L) = Las
definition = someone who explores and studies caves

= adld CdSin Sl ya g b ggsl)

Use signal words as your clues to find.the'meaning of the underlined words.
Circle signal words and write their meaning in the space provided.

1 -The encyclopedia defines astrology as “the ancient art or science of divining the fate
and future of human beings from indications given by the positions of stars and other
heavenly bodies ”.

Astrolog

means ancient art or science




2. Restatement 4 Lual) 3ls)

The writer may use other words, phrases, or sentences to provide the meaning of
difficult words. We call this restatement; the writer describes it again or in a different
way. Signal words for restatement are in the “Key words box” below. ¢
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e.g.

The surface of Africa consists mainly of plateaus, or large flat area s, although these
occur at different levels.

Key word

Or« that is to say¢ in other word¢ i.e. < or that is

an unfamiliar word = platea us
signal word = or

meaning = large flat areas
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Exercise

2. There are several types of aerosol cans. Simple ones contain a liquefied gas, called
the propellant, in which material is dissolved, i.e., meli. dissolved =
rizall daila Aadlal)

Punctuation marks & il wldle

Punctuation is used to describe the. meaning of unfamiliar words. The writer will write
unfamiliar words and then use punctuation, words, phrases, or sentences to explain the
meaning of the new words. Such punctuation is in the “Key words box” below.ai: alaiiu)
cladle ad il A Cua g Al @lalllh 48 gllal), b Cilsl) sy @lals e 48 glla (ag ol

pladicd cladle (ad il cilalsl) g (Sigladly ol Jaadh g sl Alee clalsl) 3aal), ciladle ad il Jia 13a

" e clalsl Alal ol

e.g. Full-color pictures are printed using only black and three colors: yellow, cyan (a
light blue) and magenta (a light purple).

an unfamiliar word = cyan and magenta signal
punctuation = ()
meaning : cyan = a light blue and magenta = a light purple

, commas ¢ , , appositive«( ) parentheses: // dashes: ; semicolon: : colon

-
I




4. Examples Jua¥) G ya

help us to understand the meaning of new words. See key words or signal words used
for

Cilalsll inal) agh o Ul JlaY) g i

e.g.Use navigation buttons, such as, the “Next” button, the “Previous” button, the
“Menu” button, and the “Exit” button, to go back and forth or jump to other topics while
you are using your English software.
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unfamiliar words = navigation buttons

signal word = such as

meaning = buttons on computer program that are used for turn on pages
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key word

such as:« like« for example, ...* for instance« is / are

Exercise 5 Use sighal words as your clues to find the meaning of the underlined words
by choosing the best answer for each question. Circle signal words
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1. Some people in the North of Thailand do wickerwork, for example, they make
elephants, turtles, plates, beds, and chairs, from teak trees for earning money.

2. a) silver handicraft

3. b) bronze handicraft
4. c) niello handicraft
5

d) wood handicraft
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You can guess the meaning of new words by using signal words of contrast. They will
show the opposite meaning of the new words. See key words or signal words of
contrast in the “Key words box”.
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Key words
as opposed to «of although« in spite « yet« contrast to« though in< even« instead of‘But
provided that « whereas fond of still< on the other hand« however« despitecunlike

e.g. Although Dare and Vipa are very close friends but they are very different. Suda
spends alot of money to buy things while Vipa loves to economize.

£ Jlall cpa i) (3859 13 g, 12 AdliA LISt aa Cp jiall gAYl g Vipa oo (e ad N e

il 0 g Vipa o 2 sl

1. Ladda was promoted to be the chief secretary of the manager of the company,
whereas her colleague, Somechai, was penalized.

a) promoted

b) punished

c) exiled

d) Rewarded

Similarity You can guess the meaning of new words by using signal words of similarity.
They will display the same meaning of the new words. See key words or signal words of
similarity in the “Key words box”
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Key words
like <similarly« in the same way<as the same ¢as just as

e.g.Indonesia is producing Ford cars and trucks. Soon, Thailand and Vietnam will be
producing the same products with, no doubt, the same quality
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6. Pictures “A picture is worth more than a thousand words” (an old Chinese
saying) so a picture can help you to guess the meaning of a new word. Look at
the pictures below and choose the best answer to explain the pictures.
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Which is the best description for the above picture?
a) Holiday on beach

b) Beautiful beach
c) Activity of people




