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The characters of the play

John Worthing [Jack Ernest]: 
· He is a seemingly responsible and respectable young man who leads a double life. He mentions after his name that he is a Justice of the Peace. He is considered the play's protagonist. He is the guardian to Cecily. He represents the conventional Victorian values.  He is considered a liar and a hypocrite by some critics. He is not wicked at all. 
Algernon 
·   He is considered by some critics as the play's secondary hero, and by other critics as the play's hero. He is bachelor. He is the nephew of lady Bracknell, the Cousin of Gwendolen, and the best friend of Jack. He is selfish, as he cares only about himself. He is and given the ability of making delightful paradoxical and epigrammatic pronouncements. He has the ability to invent character of Bunbury so that he can escape the life of his relatives. He is considered the closer to the figure of the dandy. His speech either makes no sense at all or touches on something profound. He advocates aestheticism from the way we see him defending everything by appearance .He is perhaps quicker witted that Jack, as he gets him admit the existence of Cecily, and later makes a note of jack's address. . 
Gwendolen: 
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She is Algy's cousin. She is lady Bracknell's daughter. She is in love with jack. She speaks with away that shows morality and does not want any one to object to her.  She speaks with unassailable authority on matters of taste and morality. She is utterly pretentious because she loves Jack because of his name only. She suggests the qualities of the conventional Victorian womanhood. She has certain ideas and ideals. She wants to be improved. She is artificial. She is strong- minded like her mother. She decides to marry Jack and nothing stops her.  She is likeable. This is one of the differences between her character and that of her mother. She is child- like innocent character. She does not regard herself as a quite perfect person. She likes to be admired; she is not as witty as Cecily. She can be regarded as an attractive innocent.
Cecily Cardew

· She is jack's ward. She is the granddaughter of the old gentleman who found and adopted Jack when he was a baby. She also is pretentious like Gwendolen. Unlike Gwendolen who represents the conventional Victorian woman, Cecily lives in the country, so she is considered the child of nature. The way she falls in love with Algernon makes her look little wicked. She does not fall in love with him because of his name only, but because of his wickedness. She is a fantasist, as she invented a romance with Ernest before meeting him. She is considered the only character who does not speak in epigrams. Her charm lies in her idiosyncratic cast of mind and her imaginative capacity. This means that she is a distinguished character. She is even more of a child that Gwendolen. She does take herself seriously. 
Lady Bracknell:
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 She is Algernon's aunt. She is considered snobbish, domineering. She has a list of eligible young men. She makes hilarious pronouncements. Algernon also makes witty funny pronouncement, but the difference between Algernon and her is that her speech is unintentional, while Algernon knows what he says and says it on purpose. She is used as kind of satire of the hypocrisy and the stupidity of the British aristocracy. She values ignorance, when she asks Jack if he knows anything, he replies that he is ignorant and she likes that. She is considered cruel. The way she talks to Jack about his parents and the way she talks to the illness of Bunbury show that.  She loves money. She is considered a monster by Jack. She is a forceful character and sometimes she appears to be rude. 
Miss prism. 
· She is Cecily's governess . She uses clichés . She likes the way Jack  behaves and she is totally against his brother. She has a softer side which is shown by writing a novel and by the way she has feelings for Dr Chasuable. Sometimes her speech makes us laugh because she exaggerates. She claims that she is a moral person, but a according to the writer here, she does something immoral as when she works with Dr Chasuable she uses Cecily. She suggests to Dr Chasuable that he should marry a mature woman. 
Dr Chasuble:  
· This name is suitable for him. He is single because of his religion, however he finds miss prism attractive. 

Lane:

· He is Algy's servant. He is efficient in his reactions when Algy eats the cucumber sandwiches.   

Merriman: 
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He is jack's butler. His function is to say that some one arrives. 
· The play is considered absurd because when Algernon knows that his servant is drinking wine, he does not punish him, he discusses this with him as if it is something that is accepted in one way or another. They also talks about important things as if they are trivial and vice versa. 
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ALGERNON

Yes, but you must be serious about it. I hate people who are

not serious about meals. It is so shallow of them.

· They make serious comments about trivial matters and vice versa. 

· We meet lady Bracknell for the first time and her daughter, Gwendolen. Gwendolen's reactions show that she is in love with Jack. 
LADY BRACKNELL

Good afternoon, dear Algernon, I hope you are behaving very well.

ALGERNON

I'm feeling very well, Aunt Augusta.
LADY BRACKNELL

That's not quite the same thing. In fact the two things rarely go together.

(Sees JACK and bows to him with icy coldness)
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· Algy's reply shows that he is not a liar. He does not say yes , I am behaving very well, because he knows that he is not behaving very well . Although he is a liar in other situation, but here he does not appear to be a liar. Bracknell's answer maybe considered a kind of sarcasm, as if you are healthy this means that you will not behave very well. So this may be a reference to a society at that time, healthy people always flirt, don’t behave well. 
ALGERNON (to GWENDOLEN)

Dear me, you are smart!

GWENDOLEN

I am always smart! Am I not, Mr. Worthing?

JACK

You're quite perfect, Miss Fairfax.

GWENDOLEN

Oh! I hope I am not that. It would leave no room for developments, and I intend to develop in many directions.

· This shows that Gwendolen is a down to earth person, she is a practical person, and also this may mean that she wants to develop in a good or in a bad way. 
GWENDOLEN and JACK sit down together in the corner.

LADY BRACKNELL

I'm sorry if we are a little late, Algernon, but I was obliged to call on dear Lady Harbury. I hadn't been there since her poor husband's death. I never saw a woman so altered; she looks quite twenty years younger. And now I'll have a cup of tea, and one of those nice cucumber sandwiches you promised me.

ALGERNON

Certainly, Aunt Augusta.
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(Goes over to tea-table)

LADY BRACKNELL

Won't you come and sit here, Gwendolen?

GWENDOLEN

Thanks, mamma, I'm quite comfortable where I am.

ALGERNON (picking up empty plate in horror)

Good heavens! Lane! Why are there no cucumber sandwiches? I ordered them specially.

LANE (gravely)

There were no cucumbers in the market this morning, sir. I went down twice.

ALGERNON

No cucumbers!

LANE

No, sir. Not even for ready money.

ALGERNON

That will do, Lane, thank you.

LANE

Thank you, sir.

(Goes out)

· Here this is the first reference to death. Lane knows that Algernon ate the sandwiches, so he could reply in a very witty and smart way. "Not even for ready money "means that Algernon is always bankrupt, he does not have money.
ALGERNON

I am greatly distressed, Aunt Augusta, about there being no cucumbers, not even for ready money.

LADY BRACKNELL

It really makes no matter, Algernon. I had some crumpets with Lady Harbury, who seems to me to be living entirely for pleasure now.

ALGERNON

I hear her hair has turned quite gold from grief.
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· Again they give importance to trivial matters to make the situation comic. This is also a kind of satire of the society, at that time, as the women who lost their husbands used to live for pleasure only. This is a kind of sarcasm because her hair should turn white from grief not gold. This means that she pays no attention to her husband's death. She cares about herself and about her pleasure.
LADY BRACKNELL

It certainly has changed its colour. From what cause I, of course, cannot say.

(ALGERNON crosses and hands tea)

Thank you. I've quite a treat for you to-night, Algernon. I am going to send you down with Mary Farquhar. She is such a nice woman, and so attentive to her husband. It's delightful to watch them.

· Of course Algernon knew about that from the beginning and he told Jack. This is a reference to what is used to happen in the society at that time, as singles or bachelors used to accompany married women or married couple to watch and learn from them if they are good couple.

ALGERNON
I am afraid, Aunt Augusta, I shall have to give up the pleasure of dining with you to-night after all.

LADY BRACKNELL (frowning)

I hope not, Algernon. It would put my table completely out. Your uncle would have to dine upstairs. Fortunately he is accustomed to that.
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If the number is not enough, it will be cancelled. Lady Bracknell forced her husband to downstairs with the servants. This is a kind of inversion, and this is may be a reference to show that she has a domineering character , she does not give her husband the chance to dine upstairs with them. So Bracknell's husband comes only upstairs when she needs him, when the number is not enough.
ALGERNON
It is a great bore, and, I need hardly say, a terrible disappointment to me, but the fact is I have just had a telegram to say that my poor friend Bunbury is very ill again.

They seem to think I should be with him.

LADY BRACKNELL

It is very strange. This Mr. Bunbury seems to suffer from curiously bad health.

ALGERNON
Yes; poor Bunbury is a dreadful invalid.

· Here we see him as a liar and hypocrite. Invalid means that he has a chronic disease. 
LADY BRACKNELL

Well, I must say, Algernon that I think it is high time that Mr. Bunbury made up his mind whether he was going to live or to die. This shilly-shallying with the question is absurd. Nor do I in any way approve of the modern sympathy with invalids. I consider it morbid. Illness of any kind is hardly a thing to be encouraged in others. Health is the primary duty of life. I am always telling that to your poor uncle, but he never seems to take much notice... as far as any improvement in his ailment goes. I should be much obliged if you would ask Mr. Bunbury, from me, to be kind enough not to have a relapse on Saturday, for I rely on you to arrange my music for me. It is my last reception, and one wants something that will encourage conversation, particularly at the end of the season when every one has practically said whatever they had to say, which, in most cases, was probably not much.
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This shows that lady Bracknell is a cruel lady.  The way she talks about an invalid person shows her as a cruel lady. She thinks that visiting ill people encourages them to go on in their illness, so the way to help them to be good is to not care about him. That is a comic point of view .Maybe her husband claims to be ill to avoid dealing with her. She is a selfish woman who cares only about her own matters. This means that they don’t say much in their conversations, they talk about trivial matter. 
ALGERNON
I'll speak to Bunbury, Aunt Augusta, if he is still conscious, and I think I can promise you he'll be all right by Saturday. Of course the music is a great difficulty. You see, if one plays good music, people don't listen, and if one plays bad music people don't talk. But I'll ran over the programme I've drawn out, if you will kindly come into the next room for a moment.

· This is a kind of satire of the society of that time. Algy wants to take her to the next room so that Jack and Gwendolen can have the chance to talk to each other. 
LADY BRACKNELL

Thank you, Algernon. It is very thoughtful of you.

(Rising, and following ALGERNON)

I'm sure the programme will be delightful, after a few expurgations. French songs I cannot possibly allow. People always seem to think that they are improper, and either look shocked, which is vulgar, or laugh, which is worse. But German sounds a thoroughly respectable language, and indeed, I believe is so. Gwendolen, you will accompany me.

GWENDOLEN
Certainly, mamma.

· This is a kind of criticism of the French songs. Now, they leave Gwendolen with Jack so that Jack can have the chance to tell her that he likes her. 
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JACK
Charming day it has been, Miss Fairfax.

GWENDOLEN
Pray don't talk to me about the weather, Mr. Worthing. Whenever people talk to me about the weather, I always feel quite certain that they mean something else. And that makes me so nervous.

JACK
I do mean something else.

GWENDOLEN
I thought so. In fact, I am never wrong.

JACK
And I would like to be allowed to take advantage of Lady Bracknell's temporary absence...

GWENDOLEN
I would certainly advise you to do so. Mamma has a way of coming back suddenly into a room that I have often had to speak to her about.

nervously)

Miss Fairfax, ever since I met you I have admired you more than any girl... I have ever met since... I met you.

· Gwendolen thinks that she is never wrong. This shows a kind of self conceit. They way Jack stammers while proposing to Gwendolen and the way she shows fluency in this situation shows a kind of inversion because men were supposed to do this not women. But here we say her taking the role of men. 
GWENDOLEN
Yes, I am quite well aware of the fact. And I often wish that in public, at any rate, you had been more demonstrative. For me you have always had an irresistible fascination. Even before I met you I was far from indifferent to you.

(JACK looks at her in amazement)
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We live, as I hope you know, Mr Worthing, in an age of ideals. The fact is constantly mentioned in the more expensive monthly magazines, and has reached the provincial pulpits, I am told; and my ideal has always been to love some one of the name of Ernest. There is something in that name that inspires absolute confidence. The moment Algernon first mentioned to me that he had a friend called Ernest, I knew I was destined to love you.
· The way Gwendolen talk is the way men should talk not women. She talks in affluent and nearly an immoral way. He is shocked of what she is saying. She likes to live in the age of ideals. This is one of her characteristics. She is pretentious; she cares only about the name. 
JACK
You really love me, Gwendolen?

GWENDOLEN
Passionately!

JACK
Darling! You don't know how happy you've made me.

GWENDOLEN
My own Ernest!

· Now Jack realizes that she loves him because his name is Ernest. That is why he is asks her what if her name is not Ernest. 

JACK
But you don't really mean to say that you couldn't love me if my name wasn't Ernest?

GWENDOLEN
But your name is Ernest.

JACK
Yes, I know it is. But supposing it was something else? Do you mean to say you couldn't love me then?

GWENDOLEN (glibly)

[image: image15.jpg]¥
&ﬁcﬁ‘{:’e"

e

=)




Ah! that is clearly a metaphysical speculation, and like most metaphysical speculations has very little reference at all to the actual facts of real life, as we know them.

JACK
Personally, darling, to speak quite candidly, I don't much care about the name of Ernest... I don't think the name suits me at all.

GWENDOLEN
It suits you perfectly. It is a divine name. It has a music of its own. It produces vibrations.

· This is satire of the society. She is caring only about the name. This shows how pretentious she is. He decides to get christened to have the name Ernest. 

JACK
Gwendolen, I must get christened at once -- I mean we must get married at once. There is no time to be lost.
· This is the first reference to marriage. 

GWENDOLEN
Married, Mr. Worthing?

JACK (astounded)

Well... surely. You know that I love you, and you led me to believe, Miss Fairfax, that you were not absolutely indifferent to me.

· She tells him that he must propose to her first. So he starts proposing to her. While he is on his knees, her mother enters suddenly. 

LADY BRACKNELL

Mr. Worthing! Rise, sir, from this semi-recumbent posture. It is most indecorous.

GWENDOLEN

Mamma!
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(He tries to rise; she restrains him)

I must beg you to retire. This is no place for you. Besides, Mr. Worthing has not quite finished yet.

· Lady Bracknell tells him that he should not sit on his knees like this, but Gwendolen tells her that he is proposing to her. 

LADY BRACKNELL

Pardon me, you are not engaged to any one. When you do become engaged to some one, I, or your father, should his health permit him, will inform you of the fact. An engagement should come on a young girl as a surprise, pleasant or unpleasant, as the case may be. It is hardly a matter that she could be allowed to arrange for herself... And now I have a few questions to put to you, Mr. Worthing. While I am making these inquiries, you, Gwendolen, will wait for me below in the carriage.

· The mother shows us how the marriage was at that time. She takes the role of the father because of his illness. This is the way it used to be in society at that time. Lady Bracknell asks her daughter to leave so that she has the chance to ask Jack certain questions to decide if he can be a good husband for her daughter or no. The way Bracknell orders these questions is a comic one because she starts with trivial question. She gives importance to what is trivial before she asks about the man himself. The first question she asks him is do you smoke? And when he replies that he smokes, she says I am glad to hear it. 
JACK
Well, yes, I must admit I smoke.

LADY BRACKNELL

I am glad to hear it. A man should always have an occupation of some kind. There are far too many idle men in London as it is. How old are you?
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JACK

Twenty-nine.

LADY BRACKNELL

A very good age to be married at. I have always been of opinion that a man who desires to get married should know either everything or nothing. Which do you know?

JACK (after some hesitation)

I know nothing, Lady Bracknell.

LADY BRACKNELL

I am pleased to hear it. I do not approve of anything that tampers with natural ignorance. Ignorance is like a delicate exotic fruit; touch it and the bloom is gone. The whole theory of modern education is radically unsound. Fortunately in England, at any rate, education produces no effect whatsoever. If it did, it would prove a serious danger to the upper classes, and probably lead to acts of violence in Grosvenor Square. What is your income?

· She prefers her son- in -law to be ignorant. For her ignorance is something nice. This is a kind of satire for the society. This means that education in England is not good. This shows that poor people were wronged, because if they are educated, they will know their rights, and there will be violence. 

· Now she asks about money, as she cares about it .Money plays a big role in this play, and in many of the comedies of that time. 

JACK
Between seven and eight thousand a year.

LADY BRACKNELL (makes a note in her book)

In land, or in investments?

JACK

In investments, chiefly.

LADY BRACKNELL
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That is satisfactory. What between the duties expected of one during one's lifetime, and the duties exacted from one after one's death, land has ceased to be either a profit or a pleasure. It gives one position, and prevents one from keeping it up. That's all that can be said about land

· Land was not at that time and she refers to that. He tells her about his belongings and she asks him about his house in the town. She gets the information that the house is not in the fashionable side, but he will be able to change it.
LADY BRACKNELL

Lady Bloxham? I don't know her.

JACK

Oh, she goes about very little. She is a lady considerably advanced in years.

LADY BRACKNELL

Ah, nowadays that is no guarantee of respectability of character. What number in Belgrave Square?

· There is reference to the way people use to behave in that society. Even is she is an old woman, this does not mean that she is a moral person. 

LADY BRACKNELL (shaking her head)

The unfashionable side. I thought there was something.

However, that could easily be altered.

JACK
Do you mean the fashion, or the side?

LADY BRACKNELL (sternly)

Both, if necessary, I presume. What are your polities?

JACK

Well, I am afraid I really have none. I am a Liberal Unionist.

· [image: image19.jpg]¥
&ﬁcﬁ‘{:’e"

e

=)




The important matters according to her are, if he smokes, if he is ignorant or not , how much money he has. Now she is coming to trivial matters. He asks him about his parents. He tells her he has lost his parents or they have lost him, and that he has been found in a hand- bag by someone called Thomas Cardew. And Thomas Cardew gave him the name Worthing because it is a place in Sussex.  .

· The ways she replies him about the way his parents lost him shows her as a cruel lady. 

LADY BRACKNELL

The line is immaterial. Mr. Worthing, I confess I feel somewhat bewildered by what you have just told me. To be born, or at any rate bred, in a hand-bag, whether it had handles or not, seems to me to display a contempt for the ordinary decencies of family life that reminds one of the worst excesses of the French Revolution. And I presume you know what that unfortunate movement led to? As for the particular locality in which the hand-bag was found, a cloakroom at a railway station might serve to conceal a social indiscretion -- has probably, indeed, been used for that purpose before now-but it could hardly be regarded as an assured basis for a recognised position in good society.

· She refers to the immorality of the age. There is a reference to the French revolution and the immoral effect it had on people at that time. She advised him to find one of his parents. Here he tells her that he has the bag, and he can bring it at any moment which is a hint to what is coming later in act three. He will bring the bag, and this bag will show his real name. She replies to him in a very cruel manner. She will not allow her girl to marry him 

LADY BRACKNELL
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Me, sir! What has it to do with me? You can hardly imagine that I and Lord Bracknell would dream of allowing our only daughter -- a girl brought up with the utmost care – to marry into a cloak-room, and form an alliance with a parcel? Good morning, Mr. Worthing!

· Good morning is said in a sarcastic manner. She leaves the room in majestic indignation which shows her self conceit. Then we see Algernon playing the wedding march and Jack asks him to stop. Algernon did not expect that things may go in the wrong way. When he comes Jack tells him about what happened, that Gwendolen is very well but the problem is with the monster, her mother. As he calls her the monster because of what she did. He also calls her a Gorgon. 
JACK
Oh, Gwendolen is as right as a trivet. As far as she is concerned, we are engaged. Her mother is perfectly unbearable. Never met such a Gorgon... I don't really know what a Gorgon is like, but I am quite sure that Lady

Bracknell is one. In any case, she is a monster, without being a myth, which is rather unfair... I beg your pardon, Algy, I suppose I shouldn't talk about your own aunt in that way before you.

ALGERNON
My dear boy, I love hearing my relations abused. It is the only thing that makes me put up with them at all. Relations are simply a tedious pack of people, who haven't got the remotest knowledge of how to live, nor the smallest instinct about when to die.

JACK
Oh, that is nonsense!

JACK
Well, I won't argue about the matter. You always want to argue about things.

ALGERNON

That is exactly what things were originally made for.

JACK

Upon my word, if I thought that, I'd shoot myself...

(A pause)
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You don't think there is any chance of Gwendolen becoming like her mother in about a hundred and fifty years, do you, Algy?

ALGERNON

All women become like their mothers. That is their tragedy.

No man does. That's his TRAGEDY.

· This is a reference to society, as people at that time used to expect their relatives to die so that they inherit them. Algy uses paradoxes and epigrams in his speech in general. There is a reference to Gwendolen character who looks like her mother in away. She is a domineering like her mother" All women become like their mothers. That is their tragedy. No man does. That's his TRAGEDY". This is a kind of satire in the society and this is also a kind of paradox.

JACK
Is that clever?

ALGERNON
It is perfectly phrased! and quite as true as any observation in civilised life should be.

· Algy cares only about appearance. He does not care if this is true or not, he cares only about making his phrases look perfect and look true. 

JACK
I am sick to death of cleverness. Everybody is clever nowadays. You can't go anywhere without meeting clever people. The thing has become an absolute public nuisance. I wish to goodness we had a few fools left.

ALGERNON
We have.

JACK
I should extremely like to meet them. What do they talk about?

ALGERNON
The fools? Oh! About the clever people, of course.

JACK

What fools!
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· He refers to the society again. He says that everyone in the society cares to be clever or pretends to be clever, and it is not easy to find someone who says that he is fool. 

ALGERNON
By the way, did you tell Gwendolen the truth about your being Ernest in town, and Jackin the country?

JACK (in a very patronising manner)

My dear fellow, the truth isn't quite the sort of thing one tells to a nice, sweet, refined girl. What extraordinary ideas you have about the way to behave to a woman!

ALGERNON
The only way to behave to a woman is to make love to her, if she is pretty, and to some one else, if she is plain.

JACK
Oh, that is nonsense.

· These are some of the characteristics Jack thinks of Gwendolen. She looks nice, sweet and refined girl. He says that the way you behave to a woman is to make love to her when she is pretty and to love someone else if she is plain. This is a kind of satire to society, as this is what was used to happen at that time. Jack tells Algy that he will kill his brother and again this is a reference to death. 
ALGERNON
What about your brother? What about the profligate Ernest?

JACK
Oh, before the end of the week I shall have got rid of him. I'll say he died in Paris of apoplexy. Lots of people die of apoplexy, quite suddenly, don't they?

ALGERNON
Yes, but it's hereditary, my dear fellow. It's a sort of thing that runs in families. You had much better say a severe chill.
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· They start to talk about Cecily, Jack refers to her beauty. This makes Algernon more interested in her character. He wants to meet her but jack does not give him the chance. He tells him that she will be a good friend with Gwendolen, and they will call.

ALGERNON
Women only do that when they have called each other a lot of other things first. Now, my dear boy, if we want to get a good table at Willis's, we really must go and dress. Do you know it is nearly seven?

· This is a hint to what will happen in act three.  

ALGERNON
Well, I'm hungry.

JACK
I never knew you when you weren't...

· This is a reference to food. As we motioned before, sometimes food is mentioned as a substitute for other appetites as well. 
· Then there is a comic conversation about the theatre as there is nothing good to be watched. Jack's reply I hate listening is comic, as if they go the theatre to listen not to watch. 
ALGERNON
What shall we do after dinner? Go to a theatre?

JACK
Oh no! I loathe listening.

ALGERNON
Well, let us go to the Club?

JACK
Oh, no! I hate talking.

ALGERNON
Well, we might trot round to the Empire at ten?

JACK
Oh, no! I can't bear looking at things. It is so silly.

ALGERNON
Well, what shall we do?

JACK
Nothing!

· At the end, they decide to do nothing after dinner, and it used to be the nature of the upper class people at that time to stay doing nothing. 
Gwendolen enters.
GWENDOLEN
Ernest, we may never be married. From the expression on mamma's face I fear we never shall. Few parents nowadays pay any regard to what their children say to them. The old fashioned respect for the young is fast dying out. Whatever influence I ever had over mamma, I lost at the age of three. But although she may prevent us from becoming man and wife, and I may marry some one else, and marry often, nothing that she can possibly do can alter my eternal devotion to you.

· Gwendolen is interested in Jack's origin and she find hem romantic. We see an inversion while she is talking about her mother, as if her mother should respect her. This is an inversion as the daughter should respect her mother not the opposite. She insists in loving him only because his name. 

GWENDOLEN
The story of your romantic origin, as related to me by mamma, with unpleasing comments, has naturally stirred the deeper fibres of my nature. Your Christian name has an irresistible fascination. The simplicity of your character makes you exquisitely incomprehensible to me. Your town address at the Albany I have. What is your address in the country?

· She asks him about his address in the country and this is a kind of hint to her visit to the country house later. At that time Algy manages to write the correct address. One of the critics considered it absurd, that he does not know the address of his best friend. That is why this play is considered a comedy of absurd. She decides to visits him sometime. Here the act ends with Algernon smiles at the end of the scene because he managed to get the address and he decides to go to Jack's country to meet his ward Cecily. Before the end of act one, Jack gives him an advice that to be careful in using the character of Bunbury, as it may take him to serious scrape.  
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