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English Thought and Culture

· It focuses on the factors, roles, and aspects that have influenced the English thought and culture. 
· It presents the foundations of European (Western) thought and culture.

· It highlights the contributions of Arabic and Islamic culture and civilization to the Western thought and culture in general.
· It provides students with tools & skills for cross-cultural communication and dialogue with others. 

Pre-Presentation Questions:

1- What is meant by “English” Thought & Culture?
2- What is the definition of “Thought”?
3- What is the definition of “Culture”?
4- What are some of the main factors influencing the English Thought & Culture?
5- what do you want to learn in this course?   

Lecture elements (outlines):

* Background 
* Definitions
* Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture

Definitions

English:
Thought:
Culture:

English (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)
 
English is a West Germanic language that was first spoken in England and is now the most widely used language in the world.[4] It is spoken as a first language by a majority of the inhabitants of several nations, including the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, Ireland, New Zealand and a number of Caribbean nations. It is the third most common native language in the world, after Mandarin Chinese and Spanish.[5] It is widely learned as a second language and is an official language of the European Union, many Commonwealth countries and the United Nations, as well as in many world organisations.
English arose in the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms of England and what is now south-east Scotland, but was then under the control of the kingdom of Northumbria. Following the extensive influence of Great Britain and the United Kingdom from the 17th century to the mid-20th century, via the British Empire, and of the United States since the mid-20th century,[6][7][8][9] it has been widely propagated around the world, becoming the leading language of international discourse and the lingua franca in many regions.[10][11] 

Thought (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

Thought generally refers to any mental or intellectual activity involving an individual's subjective consciousness. It can refer either to the act of thinking or the resulting ideas or arrangements of ideas. Similar concepts include cognition, consciousness, and imagination.[1] Because thought underlies almost all human actions and interactions, understanding its physical and metaphysical origins, processes, and effects has been a longstanding goal of many academic disciplines including, among others, biology, philosophy, psychology, and sociology.
Thinking allows beings to make sense of or model the world in different ways, and to represent or interpret it in ways that are significant to them, or which accord with their needs, attachments, objectives, plans, commitments, ends and desires.

Culture

Culture is "that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society."   

                                                        Edward B. Tylor 

Culture = the beliefs, social forms, features, and traits of a racial, religious, or social group.


Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture

· Invasions (Politics & Economy) 
· Roman & Greek teachings and philosophies

· Religions (Judaism & Christianity) 
· Theories, Movements, & Revolutions

· Media & Technology
· Geography and location
· Contributions of other nations and cultures (like the Islamic and Arabic contributions)
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