ANASF

e Phonetics - 9th Class

Syllable structure 2l xdadall JSua

The general structure of a syllable consists of the following segments:
sl ol e Saill) aladl JSell (S5 @
Onset (obligatory in some languages, optional or even restricted in
others)
(L _yerd laa¥) s o) (s LA (COladll amy b 4l 3l - o)) o
Rime
Nucleus (obligatory in all languages)
(Clall) apant 40l 31) 315301 @
Coda (optional in some languages, highly restricted or prohibited in
others)
(\A).x: @@wodguj\o‘)j&cuhﬂ\ ua,_d:*\_a‘)\_u;\) \.J)Sj\ °
Tree representation of a CVC syllable.

CVCM\MDMM\ °

e Strong and weak syllables 4as=all 5 4 @l ablidll

e A close observation of English phonology will reveal that
many syllables are weak; this is true of many other
languages, but their constant occurrence and their importance
makes it imperative to study them closely.

138 ¢Adpmiall adaliall e ST RS, - &y i) il al) Alal 485 5 A8) 0 @
Lebual 3 ling Lgian] g il aal gil) elli (812 (gAY ilalll (g el (Bl
S e

e S0 it is necessary to study how these weak syllables are
pronounced and where they occur in English.

& Lhsan 5 Al alaliall (3hai 408 Al )3 (5 )5 pall ped clldls @
. A sy
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e What does “stress” mean? "Laddll" 5 e el 3la

e Stress is the relative emphasis that may be given to
certain syllables in a word, or to certain words in a phrase or sentence.

ilea 55l 8 Ll (any sle AalSH alalia andd Jhary wsd 38 55 g8 20500 @

e The term is also used for similar patterns of phonetic prominence
Inside syllables. The word accent is sometimes also used with this
sense.

dagd O LS pdalaall Jala i geall 35l e dlilas LlaY llaadl) ardivg Loyl o
Cosbea Y1138 ae 2230 Glal) (aey 8 A

¢ What do we mean by: strong: and: weak:?
fllamn g g d il o

¢ In the present context, we are using these terms to refer to phonetic
characteristics of syllables.

A peal) aalial) Gailiad s L clalladl) aadind cad- sl Gld) i o

e We could describe them partly in terms of stress (by saying, for
example, that strong syllables are stressed and weak syllables
unstressed), but until we describe what “stress" means such a
description would be very useful.
308 4y 5l pdaliall (Ul Jases e o 5illy) il Cum (e L a Lghmy (S @

(2255 Y Al adalidll

e Rule »sal)

e The more important thing to note at present is that any strong syllable
will have as its centre one of the vowel phonemes (or possibly a
triphthong) but not Shwa.

e Caa S yeos el o 8 Ll adie gl s jualall gl 8l o aaYl 5 e
SHWA (e (S35 -aa 5 & gaal (o jal 4835 S(triphthong) Les sf) culays sall
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e While comparing the weak syllables containing vowels with strong
syllables, it is observed that vowel in a weak syllable tends to be
shorter, of lower intensity and different in quality.

UK el - yualll (35S O () daay il adaiall 8 Camaall dlad) G ja 4]
83 sal) Cadaal

e For example, in the other word " father /f a: o the second syllable,
which is weak, is shorter than the first, is less loud and has a vowel
that cannot occur in strong vowels. In a word like “bottle™ /botl/
the weak second syllable contains no vowel at all, but consists
entirely of the consonant. We call this a syllabic consonant.

_JJ‘X\QAJ‘AT}-W_@&\QLM\ aos/" JS\}":\.ASQ,A: (JEa Juw e @

AalS - 4 sl dlal) qﬁi&&hﬁydi Raysdle aya s ging g Jil Jle Cigiang
Lol 585 (81— Il e s (s 58 Y g Clumaia UG adaddll -ppt] / "dals )" Jia

erlaial) (SLll 138 ansd g - (Sl Cia (e

e The vowel (" shwa" ) o
(shwa) o dall i e

e The most frequently occurring vowel in English language is shwa o,
which is always associated with weak syllables.
Al adalially ddasi ye Laila s -shwa & 4daiy) 8 dlall o al Ggaa JSYI o
e [n quality it is mid (that is, half-way between close and open) and
central (that is, half way between front and back).
@@u)@ﬁ\j-(dhy\}@ﬂ\u&w\@@j) -M)EAGAEJJ;AL) ®
(R 5 Y Caatiall
e [t is generally described as lax, that is, not articulated with much force

and energy.
AU 53 580 (e S ae Aleaie AN yie il e Cia gy lagec o
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o Ruleasa)

e Most of the weak syllables in English have shwa but it does not mean
that all weak syllables have shwa .
pblidl Cara a1 (K- shwa Leal 4 ulasy) 8 ddpaall adalidll alazs @
shwa e L&) sial
e Learners of English will have to know about the proper placement of
the shwa.
Shwadl il GlSall 45 3V o jny o

e Here are some examples in which spellings act as guide to predict the
weak syllable.

Gl il el ull Juls Ay ) S5 olagl ABial inms Ui

- Spelt with " a *; strong pronunciation would be &
attend /otend/ character /keerokto/
barracks / baeraks /

& OsSa os8ll Gahaill ¢"I" o Spelt o
- Adjectival endings spelt " ate" ; strong pronunciation would be el
intimate / IntImat / accurate/aekjorat /
desolate/desalot/

el 0sS Al hill s "ate "5 il Al o

e Close front and close back vowels
ddal) a9 yal Al g L;ALA‘X‘ Y o

e Two other vowels are commonly found in weak syllables, one close
front (in the general area of i and i) and the other close back
rounded (in the general region of u: and ).
a9ae (A) Baal g dga (D) ~admall adaliall 8 Bale 2 g5 dlall Csoad e O e

(05 152 (e ALal Aalaiall) ) gaa Al8 (3Dl J.Ai}“}( T and i o dddaidll
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e Instrong syllables it is easy to distinguish i: from ,u: from @, but in
weak syllables the difference is not so clear.
BN abmaall ahaliall A (815 a5 (g0 1l o0 BiAa sl paliall (A il Jeaall (6
has il g (o
e For example, although it is easy enough to decide which vowel one
hears in " beat " or " bit" , it is much less easy to decide which vowel
one hears in the second syllable of words such as, " easy" or " busy".
"SR " (A ran Ale Caa (g JLEAY ) 8 ) Jend) (e a2 ) e Olia o
s 5" e " gy Ble Cipa ol il S J Al

e \What is the weak form?
Cdmaall i) A la o

e English is a stress-timed language, which means that stressed
syllables are equal in timing.
gl 84y luie Banditall adaliall o) ey g - dall ccalie padi o 4y sy e
¢ In order to fit our words into this pattern, we tend to "squash™ or
compress other syllables or words occurring between stresses, in
order to keep up with the more or less regular rhythm.
ClalSl ) adaliall pad Jazazall 1" o N " Jaad i -3 sl ae LilalS it KU o
abie g i) Jil g ST e Jalaall - padall g Ghaas Al
e Therefore, compressing or "weakening" some sounds is necessary to
keep the rhythm of English.
Ay ey e Lalaall (5 )5 ia &l sal) (and "CalaaY )" ol Lzl i)l o

e A weak form is the pronunciation of a word or syllable in an
unstressed manner.
paaia y& A4yl abaie o) (3t ga Caminall KA o
e Of course, the difference between the strong form (stressed) and the
weak form (unstressed) of a word is not apparent in writing, but in
speech these two variations in pronunciation can be drastically
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different.
ol A (2ia ) Cipmall (S 5 (22dal) (g 58l IS5 G 5 ¢ ok @
A da g dalide ()63 D DGR Glailly (K1 g ¢ USIL il
e If spoken in isolation, the weak form of a word would probably be
unintelligible.
aseie i (S o Jainall (e -daa) gl AU Capmacall JSEN - A je 8 Gl o
e The difference between the two forms can affect meaning. See [ [
oo dodod

e Here is an example to show how strong and weak forms of a single
word (that) can change the entire meaning of a sentence:
i O Sy (128 5) 32 o) AISH Camaall 53 g8l JIKGT (oS Hleda Jlie L Lad o
Alaall JalSI) izl
e John thinks that man is evil. /d o t/
This version of the sentence, with the weak (unstressed) form of that,
means "John thinks all humans are evil." o
JSAlI 138 o(225ie ) Cma - laaY) Sa /9 3/ 8l e da )l o) S (s
Dl Sal) mes S8 Gl ey -
e John thinks that man is evil. / &t/
This version of the sentence, with the strong (stressed) form of that,
means "John thinks a specific (male) individual is evil."
O - i - JSEN 13a - (a2dia) (58 - Jlaal) oSa o8l e Jal) O iy (sa e
n ol gaa jall (SAll) dasa adiay
e As indicated by this example, if a speaker unknowingly uses the
strong form instead of the weak form, misunderstandings can occur.
JSEN (e Yy s sl IS andinn 48 e pe Caaaliall IS 1Y) - cpity JUdl (e @
ped o g Cany O (S g - Cimaall
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e There are two good reasons why weak and strong syllables
ought to be learnt

4 gil) g ddpudal) adalal) alati o)) Ay 1al G Cpasw LA @

First, teaching weak forms can help Second, not knowing the weak
students improve their production of form may inhibit students'
spoken English. comprehension of the English
e Al el Qo ae b ol (S Y sl | spoken by fluent speakers.

48 shaia 4y jalail ) (ppaans Sl OO 4 jaa are ¢ U
Because of the influence of their first GOl Clagid (90 J g B Camaall
language, foreign students tend to A8y Ly o ghaay Al Ay jalas3ld
pronounce every word very clearly. Therefore, acquiring weak

) Y O Jag o S V) agixd 5 o | forms is important not only for
Jas mual g JS4 4LS S 3k | students' production of spoken
As a result, their speech always sounds | English but also for their

foreign, sometimes unintelligible, listening comprehension.

because enunciating each word in a JSiE Je J panll ey e ol
sentence can disrupt the natural rhythm | 4 alsil zly GOl hadé ol Cauna
of spoken English. il 5 £ LDl Lol 5 dala 48 glaia

any s ¢ orial Ggay el gay Laila ¢ daiill
Sy Alaall 8 441S IS Jadl g (a2 sgia ye Gla¥)
aaial aphall ¢ 18Y) 83U Easy

A adasY)

e The nature of stressadl) dasls

o All stressed syllables (or strong syllables) are more prominent than
unstressed syllables (or weak syllables).
pbladl f) soadia ) akaliall e ST ) jls (8 pdaiall gl s adalidll S @
(A&l
e Four different factors are important:
dala Aot ) Jal ge 4ay )l o
1. Stressed syllables are louder than unstressed syllables; (loudness)
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(laall) saniie el adliad) (e liga el o ool ablidl o
2. The length of syllables; If one syllable is longer than the others there
IS quite a strong tendency to hear it as stressed;
Lalai 4l & LU (5 68 ol llia = (0 AY) (e J skl aal gl adaial) 1] -akaliall sk @
Al
3. The pitch of the syllable: pitch in speech is related to the frequency
of vibration of the vocal cords and to the musical notion of low and
high pitched notes;
i 5 o gk (1o 5 A geall Q) 31 Sl a5 el As 3 a3 0 3 e
5l las Sl gL ) 5 paleasy
4. A syllable will tend to be more prominent if it contains a vowel that
Is different in quality from neighbouring vowels (i.e look at vowels
against vowels encountered in weak syllables)
Cagyall 5y gl Calisa dle Caja o ssial 13) ) 5 5 ST (55K adadadl sale 5 @
(adsdall adaliall dal go dlall i o ) haii) B ) slaall

o How do you say teacher?Salss J sk )} cliCa Liss
Longer teeeeeeeeeeee cher

tea

Higher
cher

Louder | TEA cher

All three TEEEEEEEEEEE
combined cher
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e Word Stress Rule saddal) dalsl) 3as1d

Word type Where is the stress? Examples
~~ center
Nouns on the frst object
syllable flower
Two syllables
release
Verbs on the last syllable admit
arrangc
Nouns desktop
. pencil case
(IN + IND on the first part bookshel

Compound

cadji. +~ N

ercenhouse

Acdjectives
cAdj. +~ P.P)

on the last part

Verbs

(the verb part)

well-meant
hard-hecaded
old-fashioned

understand

(prep. + verb)

overlool

Word type

Where is the stress?

Examples

Phrasal Verbs

on the particle

turn off
buckle up
hand out

the syllable before the ending

economic
Geometric
electrical

outperform

Technician
. -tion, -cian, -sion graduation
Word with cohesion
added Phot h
endin - - - - - - otography
g phy, -gy, tr};I cy. -fy, biology
. geometry
the third from the last syllable
Parameter
-meter Thermometer

barometer

Word Stress Rules

Rule

Applied to

Examples

stress on the 1" syllable

most 2-syllable nouns

NOTEbook, L AMPshade,
PRESent, REbel

most 2-syllable adjectives

HAPpy. ome,
GRACE#ful

stress on the last/2™ syllable

most 2-syllable verbs

preSENT, reBEL , sel ECT
mVITE

stress on penultimate syllable
(the syllable which is 2™ to the
last)

words ending in -ic

DemoGRAPHic, PSYCHic,
biol. OGic

stress on timate syllable
(the syllable which i1s 2™ to the
last)

words ending in -sion and -tion

teleVision, revol Ution,
mVENton, preClsion

stress on ante-penultimate
syllable (the syllable which is
2 from

words ending in -cy. -ty. -phy
and -gv

biOgraphy. aBllity. Allergy

stress on ante- timate
syllable (the syllable which is
third from end)

words ending in -al

psychol Ogical, mythol Ogical

stress on the 1™ part

compound nouns

WHITEboard, STAIRway

stress on the 2™ part

compound adjectives

red-HAIRED, high-HEEI ED

stress on the 2™ part

compound verbs

overFLOW
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e Sentence Stress in English

v’ Sentence stress is the music of spoken English. Like word stress,
sentence stress can help you to understand spoken English,
especially when spoken fast.

laall 5 - saniiall Aall Jia -48 ghaiall 2y laidDU i ge o sodiall Alaall v/
ol il die La gead Viaad 4 jdaiY) agh e laclud aadal

v’ Sentence stress is what gives English its rhythm or "beat". You
remember that word stress is accent on one syllable within a
word. Sentence stress is accent on certain words within a
sentence.

dangd Bandiall Al (o SA g 1 ozt sl ¢ 18y Ay Sulas Y sandiall Aleall s v/

el 8 Ligme LSl dag) o 50kl Aleall - 4uSH 3 aa) g adaia]

e Most sentences have two types of word:
ALl &) il e 0l L) Jaall alaxe @
e content words <LlSl) (s sisa
e structure words ~JSI (S
e Content words are the key words of a sentence.
M\Q\.ASSCUAA%A?M\LQJSM °
e They are the important words that carry the meaning or sense.
loa¥) o Saall Jaad dagal) SIS o
e Structure words are not very important words.
las dage Al ol LK) K o
e They are small, simple words that make the sentence correct
grammatically.
Lisat dasiaa Alaall Jaat Aoy GlalSy g 63 jra A @
e |f you remove the structure words from a sentence, you will

probably still understand the sentence
el agfi (o gun Jainall (pad dlaall o Culal€D) A1) 5L cacd 13) @
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e Imagine that you receive this telegram message:
A8y Al i il JAS5 e

SELL CAR GONE FRANCE
SELL | my | CAR I've | GONE | to FRANCE
Will | you | SELL | my | CAR | because |I've | GONE | to | FRANCE
2 1 3 1
Will | you | SELL | my | CAR | because | I've | GONE | to | FRANCE

e Rules for Sentence Stress in English
4 Jalayy gﬁg\laa.“ LAES A ) 8 @

e The basic rules of sentence stress are:
a5l e oSalldudul) acl @l o

1. content words are stressed

2. structure words are unstressed

3. the time between stressed words is always the same

Q\ SSS‘ LE " A.J. oot .

208a ll IS JSa

Laila 4udl sandiall COlalSl) i 8 ) @
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e Content words - stressedeaddal) - cilalsl) ¢ giaa

Words carrying the meaning

Example

main verbs SELL, GIVE, EMPLOY

nouns CAR, MUSIC, MARY
adjectives RED, BIG, INTERESTING
adverbs QUICKLY, LOUDLY, NEVER

negative auxiliaries

DON'T, AREN'T, CAN'T

e Structure words — unstressed 2 all — a3S) <

Words for correct grammar Example

pronouns he, we, they
prepositions on, at, into

articles a, an, the

conjunctions and, but, because
auxiliary verbs do, be, have, can, must
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