Dr. Maha
First Semester


 The Project 
· The project will be about a modern critical theory which is the environmental criticism or Ecocriticism or ecological criticism. At the end of the term I am expecting weekly reports according to the number of the weeks. Our main topic in the project not only the theory but also it divided to three broad areas, the first area is the theoretical part which is the fact that we need to understand not just the definition but everything you can find about this theory and we are going to read from our article today certain things about the theory, and you can find on net, lecture notes, or articles because it is common and also it should be the same because we are not in a case of argument but it is a theoretical fact and it is common for every body and there is no difference between one work and another. 
· The second part of your research will talk about the environmental problems in which the earth is being destroyed very quickly; the air and water are polluted and there is a shortage of water; also there is deforestation in which the forests cut and because of this deforestation many living things like animals will extinct and the forest removal of course is an environmental problem like the climate changes. Actually, these presentable problems are very important to be mentioned because as a result of these problems it appears this theory of Ecocriticism. So, I will not know this theory if I don't put in mind the problems. These environmental problems will be the second topic of your research and this part will be up to your choices as some will talk about deforestation and other will talk about water or air pollution or about the extinction of animals and plants or others will talk about the ozone layer. So, this part is not like the theory as I told you as each one of you can work on something different. 
· The third part or area is about literature that discusses environmental issues. I will explain to you what I want from you by examples, for example if you are a poet living now in the 21st century and writing a poem about nature, you write in a different way and not the same of Wordsworth or Coleridge who lived in the late of 18th century and early 19th century. They were writing about nature as a place of inspiration and feelings but nowadays the poet will write about the environmental problems we are living in. The project should cover the three theories in a balanced way and I want form each group to choose one work of art either poetry or novel or play and it should be in the 20th or the 21st century because the writers of these centuries starting from 1950 and 1960 became aware of the environmental problems we are facing. After choosing the work of art, try to apply the theory to it and to see how the problem is represented in the work of art. So we have three areas we will work on which is theory, environmental problems and the work of art that you are free to choose. I will ask every group to prepare small poster of A4 paper size.
Ecological theory 
Page 154:
· We are going to read from this article about the theory because the ecological theory has a number of branches and we will read about something called eco feminism as it is a branch from our theory and not something different or separate. We will just read some parts and not the whole article because it is not included.
"Eco-feminism is the movement that sees a connection between the exploitation and degradation of the natural world and the subordination and oppression of women"
The Ecofeminism is a combination of ecological or environmental or Ecocriticism theory and feminist theory. This Ecocriticism studies the presentation of the problems of the environment. The feminist criticism studies the presentation of women characters and the way they are presented in literature. The eco-feminism is the studying of nature and women and we make this combination because they are very close links between women and nature in the work of art. Some poets say that nature is like a female as there is equitation between female and nature and women shouldn't be happy by this equation because man is abusing nature and women. So we find an equation between women and nature represented in the work of art. So we are not just practicing Ecocriticism but also eco-feminism.

"It emerged in the mid 1970th alongside the second wave feminism and green movement".

The Ecocriticism began on the 1970th and at that time there is something called the second wave feminism and it developed to reach the fifth wave feminism. Also the green movement started at that time. They didn't want only to preserve the green color of the forests and plants but the whole environment. You can also search on net about the green movement to help you in your project. All what we are reading in this article is concerning with the eco-feminism theory.
"Ecofeminism brings together elements of the feminism and green movement while at the same time offering a challenge to goal it takes for the green movement a concern about the impact of human activities on the non human world and feminism as a view of humanity  as gendered in way that subordinates exploit and oppressed women"
· If I say that the eco-feminism is a combination between a green movement and feminism movement then it takes from the green movement and from the feminism movement something and adds something to them and combines them together to bring a new combination. It takes from the green movement the way that the green movement studying the impact or effect of the human activities on the non human world which is usually negative effect. For example, the building of factories is a human activity which affect the non human world because of the chimneys that polluted the air by the dangerous and poison gases and the chemical wastes that pollute the rivers and this water will harm the living organisms lived in that place like fishes and plants. Another example, in Latin America the Amazon green forests which regulate the temperature of the whole plant earth faces the cutting of its trees in order to plant some crops as a result for that it may kill millions of animals species and it may cause a disturbance in temperature which cause global warming. 
· The second part is about Ecofeminism that sees how the woman is oppressed or abused or exploited by men in the real world and how this represented in literature.

"Ecological feminism is the position that there are important connection between how one treats women and a people of color and the under class in one hand and how one treats the non human nature environment in the other".
This second definition gives wider explanation or expansion than the first definition that is saying that there is a relation between green and women but the second one is saying that you have women and people on color or the black races in a hand and the nature in the other. Not only woman who is abused or oppressed but also there are other groups like the black races and the under classes.
Line 973:

We are going to talk about another point in the same theory for a philosopher called Arne Naess who divided ecology to deep ecology and shallow ecology. Ecology is the science that study of the relation of the living organisms to each other.
"In 1973, the Norwegian philosopher and mountaineer Arne Naess introduces the phrase deep ecology to environmental literature, thus claiming to different forms environmentalism, not necessarily incompatible with each other. The shallow and the deep long-range ecology movement, Where as the shallow movement fights against pollution and resource deviation working within the same consumption values and methods of the industrial economy in the central objective of preserving the health of people in the develop countries The long-range deep approach involves refashioning our whole systems to come up with values and methods that aims to preserve the ecological and cultural diversity".
· As we said that ecology is the studying of the issues of the environment in relation with living organisms. Naess said that we have deep ecology and shallow ecology. For example, in planting we may cause deforestation or in industrial we may cause pollution. The shallow ecology is just to work on the solution of the problems but without changing the life style of people or the values or the beliefs of people and leaving them living in a consumption society. So, if you are somebody who practicing shallow ecology you will say we can build factory and use some fuel that doesn't cause pollution.  You will not be trying to change the life style of people or their industrial life or the consumption society of people but try to treat the harm that you already caused. As for example if they want to remove number of trees then they should give the trees a time to grow instead of those they have removed. 
· The deep approach of ecology is trying to solve the problems by teaching people that every living organism has equal values and importance; to let the human being feels by the dangerous of the extinction of animals and plants. As if you get the people to change their values or their beliefs then they are going to have life styles or practices that will not harm the environment. So, this approach is working on changing the people's way of thinking. 
· We have another quotation on deep ecology and we will discover that the deep ecology is very important because it is not just critical issue but it is a social and political as in England the green parties are in the parliament and they want to change and improve the environment, so it is not just a critical or literary issue but also political issue. 
"The distinguishing and original characteristics of the deep ecology movement were its recognition of the inherent value of all living beings and the use of this view in shaping environmental policies."
So, the deep ecology to change the values of people; it wants them to believe that they are not more important than the non human nature as people are of the equally importance to the non human nature. 
"Those who work for social changes based on this recognition are motivated by love of nature as well as for humans."

Those ecologists love both nature and human equally. 
"They recognize that we cannot go on with industrialism's "business as usual."
They recognized that not all the time having industry damages our earth and we need to change the way we treating the planet earth. 
Without changes in basic values and practices, we will destroy the diversity and beauty of the world, and its ability to support diverse human cultures.
Here the word diverse is very important and I will find in the quotation above in "cultural diversity" which means variety. God created earth not similar but it is full of diverse in which we have desert, oceans, forests, animal and plant species and we shouldn't destroy this diversity. Also he talks about cultural diversity in which all cultures should respect each other and all the countries should be respected because all the human have rights and this is why we are saying that it is not just a literary movement but it is a political and social one.  All we have read belongs to the area of your project about theory which is the first part of your project.  
· I will just introduce "New Criticism" school for the next lecture. The word" New" it is not an adjective; it is the name of the school." New Criticism" began in 1920s and 1930s so it is not a new school and it became very famous and reach its top and climax in 1940s and 1950s. the critics who belong to this school are called 

· "New Critics". It's an American school. It may be gradually getting out of passion as there much school came afterwards.

· Page 57 and 58 is like a summary but you have to read the rest of the articles.

· The 1st two paragraphs of p 57:

"The "New Criticism" is a type of a formalist criticism school that reaches its highest during 1940s and 1950s and it received its name from john Crowe ransom's 1941 book "The New Criticism". John Crowe was one of the new critics. The word "formalist" means that this school studies the form of any work of literature.

· " the new critics treat the work of art as if it is self contained and self referential object " self contained means that the art of work is complete in itself and in dependent  ,it does not need anything from outside. Self referential means that the work of literature refers to itself only, it does not refer to other texts or out side life , for example if you have a character in a novel you can not refer to this character to a historical character.

· You are not here to evaluate the good and the bad criticisms and to give your opinions you are just studying the theories and the schools.

"Rather than concentrate on the interpretations on the reader's response or the author's intentions and the paradox between the work and the historical context such as the author's life. New critics perform a close reading concentrating on the relationships within the text that give its own distinctive character or form."

       Here it's more explanation of self contained and self referential, they said if we read a text we read it closely and we don’t think about anything out side it such the life of the author or his intention or as the historical context as there was a war or poverty in England when this work was written.

· "New Critics emphasis that the structure of the work should not to be divorced the meaning, the two are quiz organic". they believe if you are reading a work of art so the structure and meaning is one thing ,you can not concentrate on the structure an ignore the meaning and it called quiz organic which means semi organic 

· "The special attention is spade to repetition particularly to the images or symbols but also on sound effects and rhythms in poetry" if you are new critics and you find repetitions this means it is very important which it gibes a certain meaning and emphasis a certain things.

· "The new critics appreciate those literary devices such as irony to achieve a balance or reconciliation between these similar or even conflicting elements in the text". If you are concentrating on the text then you will concentrate on all the literary devices, for example the irony new critics care a lot about irony because they think that irony causes a sort  of reconciliation or brings together the conflicting elements of the text.

· "Because its stresses close textual analysis and yawing the text as carefully crafted orderly object containing formal and observing matters." "New Criticism" school is objective school, new critics are claimed to be objective as they trying not to be bias. They want to be like a scientist when they read the work of literature not keeping in the mind who the author a woman or a man, his religions, his race or his politics ideas. You have to look to the work of literature in an objective manner.

· Other schools came after this school reply to this school as there a dialogue they say that this is not correct as you can not be a completely objective as while you are writing or reading you can not forget who you are, your culture and your beliefs.

· The previous lecture:

The individual talent 
· We want to add to the system of the literature the view of the mind of the poet and how does T.S Eliot think of the mind of the artist. The New Critics were influenced by him. T.S Eliot used a word from chemistry called a catalyst and he said that the mind of the artist is like a catalyst. If we have a substance called and we want to combine it with the substance B to form a new substance. The substance A has some properties and qualities and substance B has other qualities, when they combined and react together and form a new substance this new substance is a something new which has not the same qualities, so the qualities of substance A and B were disappeared and we have a new set of qualities of a new compound. Sometimes for whatever reasons the react does not happen they remain the same A and B, so in order to help the chemical reaction to happen we can add a substance and this substance what we called a catalyst. This catalyst is helping the chemical reaction to happen, but it does not involve to the reaction, it remains the same and unchanged. Most o f the time we used the precious metals such as gold and platinum as a catalyst because they will not change, they will present at the time of the react but nothing will happen to them they will remain as they are.

· In your article you have the mind of the artist like the catalyst and T.S Eliot is referring to the mind of the artist like a piece of platinum and it works as a catalyst. It helps the reaction to happen but is itself does not change.

· Now he is talking about an artistic reaction, he said instead of A and B substances it is the different experience of life. He said that the experiences of life are there and present in any times and although we are not like an artist but we can see a lot of experience in any moment but because we do not like an artist and we do not have this  platinum or catalyst mind of the artist, the experience remain as they are they do not combine but if we have an artist with a catalyst mind present in the middle of these experiences then the experiences will combine and will form something new which is a novel or play or a poem and the mind will remain as it is it will not enter the equation that's why we called the T.S Eliot theory is an impersonal theory because if you are a good artist you have to hide your individuality and personality because you are only try to be a catalyst ;someone who only presents and takes the experiences and helps them to form a work of art without appearing in these work. For example if you read a work for T.S Eliot you should not find his mind or his personality in it. This may be one reason when we say that the new critics are the Spence of T.S Eliot. They are trying to say that they are objective and to hide their mind and not to be biased. They are like the followers of Eliot. He said something and they came to edit and build upon it. He put the foundation and they are adding to this foundation.
    End …
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