
     William Butler Yeats is a major modern poet who actually influenced many of the young generations. He is an Irish poet born in England. He studied in London for a very long period of time. He is a very significant modern poet because he was influential on the younger generations and he was a great innovation in the modern poetry.    
     He was born in Dublin 1865. He studied high school in London and he studied art in Dublin. His family encouraged him to study poetry and to be a poet by teaching him arts. Yeats as an Irish poet, he felt the significance to know more about his Irish Heritage and he was encouraged by one of his acquaintance into nationalism by studying more about the Irish heritage, the Irish folk tales and poetry. He translated Irish literature like myths, folk tales and folklore into English.  That was in two of his works and one of them “The Wandering of Oisin”. In his poetry, one finds a lot of references to Irish mythology, titles and names and this was very influential upon the younger literary educators.
     In 1889, Yeats met Maud Gonne. She was a very beautiful Irish lady who was very nationalistic and was concerned about the independence of Ireland. Ireland was one of the British colonies. He fell in love with her and this great love inspired him to write his great poems about love. For him, she was the symbol of love. He created several symbols for her like the ‘rose’. She also inspired him to write a play entitled The Countess Kathleen. This countess was one of the earlier Irish figures that were very influential. Following the love and the passion of his heritage, Yeats formed with several of his friends the Irish Literary Society in Dublin and in London. It was a group of people who are interested in studying the Irish literature and he formed it because he was interested in studying that literature. 
      He became a member of the Irish republican brotherhood and this was a kind of revolutionary organization. Yeats was not a man of violence, he was a man of peace, but he wanted this kind of revolution to gain the independence of Ireland through peaceful negotiation but he was completely against violence. 
     Yeats’ earlier poetry was a kind of an obscure poetry, because of many references that he used to refer to the Irish heritage and mythology by using Irish words. Generally speaking, several of his poems were romantic, affirmative, vague sometimes, misty, dreamy and full of intelligence. He used what is known as “Celtic material” which is related to the Irish heritage in a very complex visionary way, because he was a poet who depends a lot on his symbols in his work. In his The Celtic Twilight, The Wind among The Reeds and many other volumes of poems, he created wonderful poems, but they were full of symbols and Irish references. 

     Around 1894, he met Lady Gregory who was an Irish significant literary woman and she could help Yeats in advising him to kindle a little bit his enthusiasm about Irish folklore and folktales. She acted like a guide or a director as she helped him in filtering his works into a better way. He developed his style to become more elegant, clearer than before and this gave him a lot of faith. At the same time, she was fascinated about the theatre, so she encouraged him to be involved in the theatre.
     Yeats had his passion towards the theatre and he wrote many plays that were actually performed during his time. Around 1917, after many proposals for Maud Gonne as she rejected him, he married and had a kind of a more stable life that helped him in his achievements. He wrote many volumes of poems and many plays. In 1925, he wrote a book which is entitled “A Vision”. This book is very significant but very difficult at the same time. In this book, Yeats had some belief in “Automatic Writing” and he wrote in that book many of his theories of the Gaia, The faces of the moon and many others. It is a very significant book because it is like a manifesto of Yeats and who is he. In this book he wrote his ideas about poetry and his visions to the modern writings, ideas about history and how history had started and developed, the human personality, his own theories about the phases of the moon and civilizations. This book is very influential upon the younger generations. However, it is very difficult to read as it is so rich and complicated. Yeats won the Nobel Prize in 1923 for literature, because of his literary achievements and he died in 1939.

     In his poems, many of them were considered prophetic, telling about the future. So, his poems are really difficult to comprehend, because they are very symbolic. It is important to understand his own symbols, because Yeats created his own symbols as the symbol is something gained through history. For example, the rose is a symbol of beauty, femininity, passion, love and virginity. The red rose connotes to physical love or sex, white rose refers to purity. These are certain symbols that are gained through history. For Yeats, when he referred to the rose, he referred to his passionate love Maud Gonne and this is how a poet adds certain symbolic meaning to a symbol. 
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