108 THE MORPROLOGY OF ENGLISH
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L. Allomorphs

It is now time to sharpen and extend our understanding of the morpheme.
So far we have been treating the morpheme as if it were invariable in pho-
nemic form, that is, in the way it is pronounced. But in the preceding exer-
cises you may have noticed occasional variations in phonemic form. In
exercise 8=16 (page 96), for instance, the morpheme {press} of pressure
ends in an /§/, whereas the same morpheme standing alone as the word
press ends in /s/. Likewise, the first morpheme in depth is pronounced
/dep/, but the same morpheme occurring as the word deep has the pho-
nemic form of /dip/. So we se¢ that 8 morpheme may have more than one
phonemic form.

Next we'll go back to the past-tense ending, the morpheme {-p pt}. We
learned in exercise 2-3 of the phonology section that this morpheme has
three phonemic forms, the choice depending on the precedmg sound. After
an alveolar stop, /t/ or /d/, the sound is /ad/, as in parted /partad/ and
faded /fedsd/. After a voiceless consonant othgﬁaﬂg[ it is /t/, as in \,\D—b\;&
passed /past/ and laughed /l=ft/. After a voiced sound other than /d/ it
is /d/, as in seemed /simd/ and begged /begd/. Furthermore, these three ', @fi"
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