John Dryden

[image: BD10263_] John Dryden was born in 1631. He attends to Westminster School. After he went to Westminster School, Dryden published his first verses, an elegy "Upon the Death of Lord Hastings", in Lachrymæ Musarum (1649). He entered Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1650, and took a BA in 1654. Dryden moved to London around 1657, and first gained notice with his 'Heroic Stanzas' (1659) and he was elected to the royal society. The theatres had been reopened, demand for entertainments was high, and Dryden set to writing plays. In 1663, Dryden married Lady Elizabeth Howard, the sister of his theatrical partner Sir Robert Howard. Their meant for entertainments was high. His first play was the prose comedy of humours “A Wild Gallant” (1663). In 1665, the theatres were closed down because of the plague that raged in London, and the King's court relocated to Oxford. There, Dryden finally established a reputation as a playwright with The Indian Emperor (1665), a heroic drama.

[image: BD10263_] The year 1666 was eventful in English history, including both the naval war with the Dutch. In 1668, Dryden began a fruitful period of both critical and dramatic writing. His first major critical work was the “Essay of Dramatic Poesy” (1668), followed by “A Defence of an Essay” (1668), and “Essay of Heroic Plays” (1672).

[image: BD10263_] Dryden left his career as dramatist for a time and turned his attention to satire. His political satire on Monmouth and Shaftesbury, “Absalom and Achitophel”, appeared in 1681. It is one of the great English satires, and it brought him further favor with Charles II.


[image: BD10263_] Dryden had long grappled with religious uncertainty, and converted into Roman Catholicism in 1686. Dryden died on April 30, 1700, soon after the publication of the Fables, of inflammation caused by gout. He was buried in Westminster Abbey. Dryden was a good playwright and poet, a fine translator, a solid critic, and an excellent satirist whose works are still worthy of much admiration.


Another Student:-
[image: BD10263_] Dryden was the first English author to earn his reputation by delightful. In 1659 he wrote a heroic stanza on the death of Lord Luther Cromwell. In 1660 he wrote his poem Astræa Redux to celebrate the return of King Charles II. In 1662 he wrote To My Lord Chancellor. He also wrote many plays. His first play of comedy was The Wild Gallant. He also wrote The Rival Ladies in 1664. His first successful play, written in heroic couplets was The Indian Emperor (1665). He also wrote, Annus Mirabilisin 1667.  As a critic he wrote An Essay of Dramatic Poesy (1668) and An Essay upon Satire. He wrote the first blank verse in his tragedy in his tragedy: All for Love. He also wrote some works on translation. He also wrote some poetic works as Threnodia Angustalis (1685) that was the best poem for him.  


[image: BD10263_] He came back to the theatre after its closing and wrote The tragi-comedy Don Sebastian (1690), the heroic drama by John Dryden. The heroic drama some times called heroic tragedy. It is the general of English drama that comes after the years of restoration. At the beginning, John Dryden wrote extensively on support of the heroic dramatic general. In 1669 Dryden developed the heroic drama. In heroic drama, some writers used verse and they idealized heroes. For Dryden he used in his romantic work women. His female characters are more interesting. They are the most heroic and noblest characters. The main point in Dryden's works is that he seemed that he is imitating the tragic- comedy of Shakespeare. 
 
 [image: BD10263_] Dryden was regarded by many scholars as the father of modern English poetry and criticism. He dominated the literal life of England during the last part of the seventeenth century. John Dryden was born in Aldwinkle, Northamptonshire (1631-1700). His literary life may be divided to three periods: the first period (1657-1681), he was primarily a dramatist. The second period (1681-1688) he was a satirist. The third period (1688-1700) he was a translator. It was in 1688 that he becomes a poet laureate with the title of royal Historiographer being compared two year later. As a critic Dryden wrote criticism to some practical and concerning his own works. 


[image: BD10263_] Beside he was a professional writer. In writing he has to take some pattern or other to take him under his protection. He had to flatter and this explains not only the nature of his writing but also sometimes that of his criticism. He was full of contradictions reflecting the change he used in Countrybury Tales compromising between the classic and the romantic. So Dryden meditates under new classical rules which he thought be to write in the name but then he wanted also to find critical justification for the great traditions of English poetry which stay behind these rules. Dryden was interested in the general issues of the criticism. He wants to rely on both authority and common sense.


[image: BD10263_] Dryden as a poet, he used satirical style as in Absalom and Achitophel. As a translator, he translated the classics. He distinguished three types of translation. He said that it is indeed it is impossible to translate poetry literary and the translator must be a poet.   


[image: BD10263_] Dryden was also a dramatist and leader in restoration. In the history of drama Dryden occupied a big place. He was at the same time a politician with poetical mind. He begins his career as a playwright with the contradiction of two or three commons. He achieved great popularity in the heroic drama His first successful play, written in heroic couplets was The Indian Emperor (1665). The same year of the Great Fire in London, Annus Mirabilis (1666) celebrates the English Navy's victory over the Dutch. After 1676, he began to use blank verse, and he produced his best play, All for Love in 1678. It is Dryden's most famous masterpiece based on Anthony and Cleopatra. He had nothing of ridiculous, and no conception of natural, and sincere portray of human nature.


Another student:-
[image: BD10263_]  Dryden was a writer of comedy and heroic tragedy. His first play The Wild Gallant was first staged in 1663.which is a comedy of the humor. It was written in prose not in verse. His second comedic play was Marriage A-la-Mode (1672). It was written in a combination of prose blank verse and heroic couplets. Dryden has taken care to connect them with the serious plot by number of affective links. The plot concerned two separated story lines; the first story line was the romance and the second which intertwines with the first. He wrote tragedies as All for Love (1677). It is a heroic drama and Dryden`s best known. It is a tragedy written in blank verse. He defined drama as an imitation of an art form. 

[image: BD10263_] John Dryden died on May 1700 from inflammation caused by gout. He is buried in the Poet's Corner of Westminster Abbey, London, England near Chaucer and Admen Spenser. In his poems translation and criticism he established a poetic diction appropriate to his heroic couplet. Audience refers to him as the master of the middle age that was a model for his contemporaries and for much of the eighteenth century. Dryden's heroic couplets become a dominant poetic form of the eighteenth century. The most influenced poet of the eighteenth century Alexander pope was heavily influenced by Dryden.
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