Lesson from the farm.(unit 2)

| had never really lived on a farm, but my mother's uncle
john had a farm. So | spent time there, like all the other
children in the family. The farm was just a few miles from
town, so we could ride our bicycles there. Aunt Wanda, my
cousins, and the hired help all liked children. So we felt
welcome there. Some very interesting things happened on that
farm. | learned a lot about life and a lot about people there.
| learned about having a job and motivation. As we grew
older, we were asked if we wanted to work in the farm. One
job that we all liked was picking beans. Uncle john planted
several acres of green beans every spring. And in the middle
of July, the beans were ready to begin picking. He drove his
yellow truck to town every
morning and picked up his
bean-pickers. He made two
stops, one at the park and
one closer to our house. At
seven in the morning, we &5
children would be ready. We it
had our buckets and paper
sacks with our lunches. We wore light-colored long sleeved
shirts. We had big straw hats, too, to protect our heads from
the sun. We were off to earn money for special things that
we wanted.
Picking beans was not hard work. Each person took one
row, knelt on a folded burlap sack, and pushed back the leaves.
We were supposed to pluck the long green beans and put them
in our pails. When a bucket was full, we emptied the beans
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into blg clean burlap sacks. We called these bags gunnysacks.
A A gunnysack could hold about 70 pounds of
| beans. Most days, we children each picked
one bag full. We got paid for this work.
Uncle john weighed the sacks at the end of
the day. He deducted two pounds for the

” weight of the sack. Aunt Wanda figured out
how much we had earned and paid us three cents a pound.
Helen miller was an adult who came with us sometimes.

Mrs. miller always picked more than 100 pounds. Some days
she picked more than 200 pounds of beans. She didn't play,
however. My brothers always played, and they never got more
than two dollars for the beans they picked. One day | chose a
row next to Mrs. Miller's. | tried to work as fast as she did.
That year | earned money for clothes and a gold wristwatch.
It was good to separate work and play. We earned money, and
so did uncle john. Every evening uncle john took us back to
town. Then he took the bags full of beans to a canning factory
across the river.

One very hot day, at lunchtime, | learned another lesson.
Uncle john suggested that we take a rest. The sun was simply
too strong for us to stay in the fields at high noon. My cousin
piggy and | went for a walk. Everything seemed quite as we
walked into the cool shady woods. We found a grassy place
under a tree, stretched out, and fell sound asleep. | woke up

suddenly. Someone was looking at me. | could feel eyes on me.

| looked up and saw no one. | sat up, and suddenly there was
a great hullabaloo. Peggy woke up too, and we realized that
a flock of 100 turkeys or more surrounded us. They wanted
to be cool too. When we woke up, they were frightened.
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They were all raising all their necks and gobble-gobbling at us.
The din was terrifying.

Peggy started to cry. It was frightening, all this turkeys!

| don't know why, but | made a sound in response. | forced air
out of my lungs and let my tongue make a flapping "R" sound.
The turkeys suddenly all became quiet and settled down into
the grass. Peggy got to her feet, and so did I! We needed to
escape from all the turkeys. | continued making the whirring
sound, and the turkeys stayed down. When | stopped, they
started gobbling again. Later | learned that turkeys naturally
fear hawks, and the whirring sound was like the sound of
hawks' wings! Piggy laughed about my knowing how to talk
to turkeys. It was an insight into learning to speak foreign
languages.

There was no other important lesson that | learned on

the farm. It was a warm Saturday morning in autumn. The

fall colors were bright on the trees. My brother ted and | had
ridden our bicycles out to the farm to spend the day. We
would help if we could. Suddenly, the sky grew dark, and the
wind began to blow. It was obvious to us all that there was
going to be a thunderstorm. Uncle john was leading his
horses into their stalls in the barn. He called to us to help get
the animals into the barn. Ted and | took up the sticks.

We ran to the meadow and started to move the small

herd of cows toward the barn. The cows went willingly into
the safety of the large building. All the cows- except for a
yearling, that is- went peacefully into the barn. This young
animal was stubbornly refusing to go in. Uncle john and Dan,
his adult son, were both pulling on the rope around the calf's
neck, and the animal's hooves were firmly planted in the earth
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ten feet from the door of the barn. Nothing, it seemed, would
get the animal into the barn.

Ted watched and asked, "can | try?" Uncle john and

Dan looked at him. Ted was only twelve years old. He was
tall for his age, but he was certainly not as strong as uncle
john and Dan. Uncle john laughed and said, "ok, teddy.
Have a go at it "He threw the rope to ted, who did not take
it. Instead, ted pulled hard on the tail of the calf, and the
animal bolted straight into the barn. | learned that common
sense is not common. | also learned that it is good to stop
and think about something difficult to do. Sometimes it is
better to use one's brain instead of one's brawn.
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PICTURE — 5 5=ll

NO WORDS and IDIOMS s e Slalbiad) 5 LK)
An adult (noun): a person over the age of v )
2 |Anadult(noun):ap g 18 J) (o 33 i () &l
5 Burlap (non-count noun): a type of strong, el (Ll (e s B g 9 r(an) magmae ) (A
thick, coarse cloth made from hemp or jut. Ggall ol ) e g glan A
9 To deduct (verb): to subtract; to take A §’§ lages 51 lall 1((Jed) c
away. e w1
10 | A din (noun): a loud and unpleasant sound. 3ol e g e & pa 1(pul) A
To earn (verb): to work for money; to do a . . - s
. . . a5 Jemy alall (Jlall Jal (e Jaall 1(J28) Sy
11 | job and be paid for it. A1
17 A herd (noun): a number of animals, such ¢ Jsaall W) Jie Gl gall (e 230 1(anl) aakad
as cows or horses, together as a group. de sana IS baa
18 High noon (idiom): the hottest time of the O Ol e G5 Al (llaas) 3 e lall Cd

day, between 12 & 2 p.m.




The hired help (non-count noun): the

9 oaddd) 1 (A magira p£) dasluall sabicd

19 | person or people who are paid to work on S . . T .
b PEOP E Ae ) 3a 2 Jeadl agd pday cpal) (uld
a farm.
A hullabaloo (noun): a din; a lot of noise aalill aaall (0 SN ¢ ania 1(aul) slia s
21 | caused by people or animals. Gl gaal) gl al A3 e
e
An insight (noun): a sudden understanding -5 R . i
22 L 48 4aeal (an)) 3y
of facts. o GO ped (ol B s
N
To kneel (verb): to go down on ones knees X . .
23 Al e il g il M e Jg 5l s (Jad) &S 5
and settle there. ste S GRS e s 5 () S
24 A lung (noun): one of two air- holding ¢) sl amall sliact e (il (e 2al () 23,
body organs. daal)
55 A meadow (noun): a field of grass where led cadiall (e Jan 2(anl) (300 2040) 7 e
animals can eat the grass. clial) JSU ) Sy ) gl
26 Motivation (n_on-count n_oun): agoal;a Lo oo nil s €800 2(m) <2 5300 ) jila
reason for doing something. -
27 | Obvious (adjective): clearly understood. Z a5 e sgda [(Ada) mual




29

Planted (adjective): Unmoving; stable.

30

To pluck (verb): to pick; to pull off.

32

To stretch out (idiom): to lie down and
prepare to rest or sleep.
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33

Stubbornly (adverb): firmly; without
listening to reason.
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34

To surround (verb): to be on all sides (with
something in the middle).

st Joa kY IS e 585 o) 1(Jad) Jassy

35

A thunderstorm (noun): a rainstorm with
thunder and lightning.
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Gl

37

A yearling (noun): An animal that is a year
old :an adolescent animal.
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Answering Questions About the Story

Read these questions, think about the answers, and then discuss the answe
with your classmates.
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1. What time did Uncle John come to town to pick up the bean-pickersa
He came to town every morning.L13
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2. Why didn’t he come earlier?
Because he made two stops. L 15
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3. Why did the children wear light-colored shirts with long sleeves?
To protect themselves from the sun .L21
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4. How much can a gunnysack hold?

A gunnysack could hold about 70 pounds of beans . L30
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5. What other use did they have for gunnysacks besides holding beansi

They knelt on a folded burlap sack, and pushed back the leaves. L26
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6. How much does a gunnysack weigh? SoRAll LS (3 oS
It's weight two pounds L.33 330 .0tk On
7. Who was Dan? O O8 ae

John's adult son L87

870 .osal Ul oY) o

8. Why did Mrs. Miller go to pick beans?
Because She needed the money .
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9. How did Mrs. Miller help the storyteller?
He tried to work as fast as she did.
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10. Who was Peggy!?
She was narrator's cousin .L50-51
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Finding the Meaning in Context

Which meaning is closest to the underlined word or words? Circle a, b, ¢, or d.
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1. T'learned a lot about having a goal in life from picking beans on the
~ farm.
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(@) motivation c. a good lunch

b. common sense d. another lesson
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2. The gunnysacks weighed two pounds, so Uncle John took off two
pounds from the weight of the full bags to weigh just the beans.
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. bolted toward (@ surrounded

a. figured out @deducted aad @ i)
b. hired d. stretched out Q40 -2 bl o
3. The turkeys were frightened by us when we woke up. They made a lexd bl Lovie Lis 4418 435 4%35\ i‘is;?’
0ise. zle W (e )zuﬂ\

a. dark c. day JL@_] -z ?SLC -
b. dairy (@ din [T (O pan) dale -0
4, Each of us had a paper bag with a lunch and a pail to put our beans in. wn sl Jhaw g elazll 48 (55 (e (S 4l lia JS 4
a. sack c. hat A oS -

@ bucket d. shirt Uarad -2 Jaw @
5. The gunnysacks were made of a thick coarse cloth. Aafl) Aadall Y (e Carila (Raall WlS) -5
a. paper (c.) burlap s S () G -!

B _ LJ..A o

b. hullabaloo d. grass e -2 s

6. The turkeys were on all sides of us. Wga ol plaW1 S e cnil€ a5 )l 4l -6

a. stretch out on c. ran to S s -7 e 2

b L olatly (3Ll -




7. The horses were all in their places in the barn. 3 phaall 8 LgiSla) 8 cilS J gl JS -7
a. barns c. buildings e - idas
b. meadows @ stalls ek é g -=
8. The trees turn beautiful colors in the fall. Al ddlea o)l N J e e -8
(@ autumn c. barn S d NG
b. herd d. din - Gkl -
Matching New Words and Meanings izl 5 daall il daldas
Draw a line between the two words or phrases with similar meanings. csirall B Agbiiall leall ) (pialS oy s o)
I. bucket d a. brawn Uiae 2 S -1
2. hullabaloo f b. bag oS - S slia gua -2
3. eamn h c. hoof A z Sy -3
4. sack b d. pail s gl Jhaa oo - oS -4
5. pick [ e. rest 7o i -8 L Ll -5
6. stretch out e f. din dan - A )
7. strong a g. calf Jac - | GR-7
8. foot C h. pay &y -~ z a2 -8
9. meadow j i. pluck iy L & -9
10. yearling g j. field Jis - 5 &k -10




Practicing with Idioms

Find the idiom or expression in the Words and Idioms List or from the story
that means the same as the underlined word or words and write the correct
form of it in the blank.
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1. My cousin and I found a cool place under a tree. We lay down and
went to sleep.

My cousin and I found a cool place under a tree. We _Stvetch out
and went to sleep.

Liadg

2. Uncle John and several men who worked for him took the bags of
beans to the canning factory in pick-up trucks.

Uncle John and _Aired Aelp took the bags of beans to the

canning factory in pick-up trucks.
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3. The air is hottest at the time between twelve and two.
The air is hottest at ﬁlﬂfl noon
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4. The wings of a hawk make a sound like a small engine.

The wings of a hawk make a wﬁirring

praall @l O pa 4l Gaa Jaad jaall daial 4
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5. Aunt Wanda always made us glad that we had come to the farm to

Visit,

Aunt Wanda always made us fee[we[come

e el A Ladie Goases Lilea Qs Ladla 2l 5 4l -5
30050
Con il e llead Jasd Ladla 230 g daal)

6. Uncle John weighed the bags of beans, and Aunt Wanda determined
how much money we had earned.

Uncle John weighed the bags of beans, and Aunt Wanda
flguredout how much money we had earned.
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7. Ted watched the two men pulling on the stubborn yearling, and he

used his ability to think to find a way to get the animal into the barn.

Ted watched the two men pulling on the stubborn yearling, and he

used JH1S brain to find a way to get the animal into the barn.
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