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Lecture 1

Language and Culture 
- Culture : the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social group; also: the characteristic features of everyday existence shared by people in a place or time.
Language is a part of culture.- 
Language in many ways is an expression of culture.- 
- Culture affects language and vise versa. 
- That field of study which deals with the effect of society on language use is called Sociolinguistics. 

The Cultural History of English 
Many social and political and events led to the development of English from its Germanic roots. 
English originated as a common language of West Germanic tribes (Angles, Saxons and Jutes) who populated the British Isles during the fifth century.  This language is now known as Old English and differs greatly from English as we know it today.
The Norman conquest of The British Isles led to the mixing of old French words with Old English which resulted in the formation of Middle English, which more closely resembles modern English.



Timeline of the History of the English Language 
[image: http://www.mystudies.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/timeline.gif]
Modern English
The European Renaissance gave birth to the form of English we know today. 
William Shakespeare coined over 2,000 words and many phrases and clichés. 
The great vowel shift radically changed pronunciations in a relatively short period of time. 
The printing press brought about standardization and codification culminating in the first dictionaries of the English language.

The Influence of the British Empire 
Nearly a quarter of the world was dominated by the British Empire at one point. 
British colonization and sea trade brought English to the four corners of the world. 
The interaction with other cultures introduced many new words into the English lexicon. 
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The Industrial Revolution and The Fall of the British Empire 
The Industrial Revolution led to new inventions and discoveries which created a need for new terminology.  Latin and Greek played a major role. 
The decline of the British Empire resulted in London losing ownership of the English Language. 
American English 
Colonization of the American territories led to the development of a distinct variety of English. 
After the second world war, America became the new superpower, supplanting Great Britain as the bearer of the English Language to the world. 
Interaction with Native American tribal groups and Spanish speaking settlements caused an influx of new words to the American English lexicon. 
Technology 
The invention of the phonograph made it possible to store and distribute speech for the first time.
Talking films and video soon came after and allowed for the storage and distribution of visual language elements, such as body language and gestures.
Most people who are not native speakers of English have their first contact with the English language from a stored or broadcasted form as opposed to face-to-face contact.
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Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle 
Socrates
-Born in Athens around 469 BCE, great thinker and debater
-Accepted no payment for his teaching
-Was charged with corrupting the youth of Athens and with impiety and executed
Plato
-The most famous student of Socrates
-Most of our knowledge of Socrates comes from the writings of Plato
-Argued against Athenian democracy in favor of republic government

Aristotle (384-322 BC) 
-The greatest of Plato’s students and teacher of Alexander the Great
He was a polymath; he knew a great deal about almost every subject-
Plato vs Aristotle 
Ethics: the discipline dealing with what is good and bad and with moral duty 
and obligation.
Virtue: conformity to a standard of right, a commendable quality or trait
Aristotle differed with his teacher Plato on the issue of Ethics
For both Plato and Aristotle, virtue was essential for happiness (eudaimonia)-
Plato held the opinion (from his teacher, Socrates) that knowledge itself is virtue-
For Aristotle, virtues had to be practiced to be virtuous-

Nicomachean Ethics, Book 1: The Highest Good - Happiness 
One central concept of the Ethics is eudaimonia, which is generally translated as 
“happiness.” 
While happiness is probably the best English word to translate eudaimonia, the term also 
carries connotations of success, fulfillment, and flourishing. 
A person who is eudaimon is not simply enjoying life, but is enjoying life by living successfully.
Aristotle treats happiness as an activity, not as a state. He uses the word energeia, which is 
the root of our word energy, to characterize happiness. The point is that happiness consists 
of a certain way of life, not of certain dispositions. 

“Our discussion will be adequate if its degree of clarity reflects the subject-matter; 
for  we should not seek the same degree of in all sorts of arguments alike, any 
more than in the products of different crafts.” 
Aristotle warns us not to expect any precise rules or codes of conduct. 
Ethics must remain flexible enough to account for the great deal of variety and possibility.
 Aristotle tells us that virtue cannot be taught in a classroom but can be learned only through 
constant practice until it becomes habitual

Book 2: Virtue is a State Between Two Extremes
Virtue is a disposition or state, not a feeling or a capacity. 
Feelings are not the subject of praise or blame, as virtues and vices are, and while feelings 
move us to act in a certain way, virtues dispose us to act in a certain way. 
Our faculties determine our capacity for feelings, and virtue is no more a capacity for feeling
than it is a feeling itself. Rather, it is a disposition to behave in the right way.
The Doctrine of the Mean
Virtue is the intermediate or mean between two extremes, which are excesses
And deficiencies.
The mean will vary for different people.
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Summary 
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle were the forefathers of modern philosophy.-
-According to Plato and Aristotle, happiness (eudaimonia) is dependent upon virtue.
Aristotle taught that virtue cannot be taught in a classroom, but must be practiced.-
Virtue lies between two extremes of vice-
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The Life of Aristotle
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Aristotle’s early life 
Parents
-  Son of Nicomachus, a physician
-  His father was a member of the  guild of Asclepius, but believed in natural
  Causes of illness as opposed to divine.
-  He was a contemporary of Hippocrates 
-  He treated King Amyntas of Macedon, who was the father of Phillip and 
   grandfather of Alexander the Great
 - His mother was a member of the aristocracy of Chalcis


Childhood
-  Aristotle was said to have been a childhood playmate of Alexander.
-  It is thought that he learned the basics of anatomy from his father.
-  His parents died suddenly when he was ten or eleven years old.
 - He was cared for after the death of his parents by his paternal Uncle Proxenus and his wife.
-  Proxenus prepared him for advanced studies and sent him to Athens to study under Plat.

Plato vs Aristotle 
Plato (Spirituality)
 - Delighted in mathematics and arts.
 - Considered abstractions the real reality.
 - Believed in an innate sense of perfection and justice.
Aristotle (Materialism)
 - Inspired by nature and life sciences.
-  Reality was composed of substances; what is perceived by the senses is real.
 - Held that ideas cannot exist without the input of the senses.


After the Academy
By the time of Plato’s death, Aristotle was considered one of Greece’s most Brilliant philosophers.
Speusippus was chosen over Aristotle to take Plato’s place as master of the Academy, probably because he was Plato’s nephew.
Held the opinion that the only sure knowledge was knowledge of mathematicalrelationships.
Aristotle, along with Xenocrates, left Athens to teach in Atarneus in Asia Minor.
Aristotle and Alexander the Great 
Philip of Macedon began his campaign to conquer all of Greece in the same year that Plato died.
Aristotle joined the court of Philip and reunited with his childhood friend.
War broke out between Persia and the Hellenes and Aristotle’s friend Hermias was tortured to death. Aristotle wrote a elegy to Hermias in which he compared him to a God.  This would cause him trouble later in life.
After the death of Philip, Alexander became king, and Aristotle returned to Athens to establish his own school, the Lyceum.
Alexander began his campaign to conquer Asia and took Aristotle’s nephew with him.




Life in Athens 
After the death of his wife Pythias, Aristotle met Herpyllis, who would bear him his son Nicomachus.
He established the curriculum for the Lyceum which was more scientifically oriented than the Academy.
During this time he compiled most of his famous works.
The subject matter of philosophy at that time covered physics, mathematics, biology,Physiology, meteorology, astronomy, politics, psychology, rhetoric, literature, religion,Metaphysics, epistemology, logic, ethics and more.
From his base at the Lyceum, he dominated the world of philosophy for 13 years.
Fall from Grace and Death
King Alexander began behaving irrationally during his campaign to subdue India Insisting that his men marry Persian women and that they acknowledge him as a God.  Some rebelled, including Aristotle’s cousin, Callisthenes, and were executed.
Resentment fostered in Athens to the rule of Macedon.
When Alexander died, there was a massive rebellion in Athens and the new regime Was preparing to indict him for his blasphemous elegy 20 years earlier.
He fled Athens to Chalcis, the land of his mother, where he died of illness.



Transmission of the Works of Aristotle
Aristotle left all his writings to Theophrastus, who succeeded him at the Lyceum
He bequeathed them to his nephew Neleus, who hid them in a cellar, where they Remained for 200 years.
It is believed they were found and given to Andronicus of Rhodes in Rome.
They were ignored by Byzantine Christians but apparently preserved by Muslims and Translated to Arabic and preserved in the great universities in Baghdad, Cairo, Toledo and Cordoba.
 













Lecture 4
A Brief History of Thought


Byzantine Philosophy
The Roman Empire converted to Christianity and spread it to Europe.
Philosophical writing dealt almost exclusively with Aristotle’s writings.
Most thinkers held a Platonic world view, i.e. the conscious existed before
The body and knowledge was innate.
Topics discussed mostly revolved around the immortality of the soul

Renaissance 
Humanism gains popularity-
-People of this time became more concerned with worldly pleasures than the afterlife.
-The leading intellectual trait of the era was the recovery, to a certain degree, of the secular and humane philosophy of Greece and Rome.
The period from the 14th century to the 17th worked in favor of the general emancipation of the individual. 


The Scientific Revolution 
This scientific revolution, based on experimentation and reason, questioned previously held truths and searched for new answers. It modified the medieval view of the world and human beings' relation to it. It thus helped shape the Enlightenment. 
The heliocentric theory of Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) started it. 
Edmond Halley (1656-1742) discovered the proper motion of stars and the periodicity of comets. 
Other significant scientific advances were made by Johannes Kepler (1571-1630), Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), Christiaan Huygens (1629-1695), Robert Hooke (1635-1703),Gottfried Leibniz and Isaac Newton 
The integration of algebraic thinking, acquired from the Islamic world over the previous two centuries, and geometric thinking which had dominated Western mathematics and philosophy since at least Eudoxus, precipitated a scientific and mathematical revolution.
The Age of Enlightenment 
The 17th and 18th centuries are arguably the defining period of European history because they contribute the basic model of science and the ideals of intellectual and political enlightenment that are still dominant today. 
It began with the publication of Francis Bacon's Novum Organum (1620) and ended with Immanuel Kant's Critique of Pure Reason (1781). 
The Enlightenment advocated reason as a means to establishing an authoritative system of aesthetics, ethics, government, and even religion, which would allowhuman beings to obtain objective truth about the whole of reality.

Political Ramifications 
Writers and thinkers like Bacon, John Locke, and Jean-Jaques Rousseau in Europe, and Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin in America,  challenged the notion of a monarch’s divine right to rule.
The result of the Enlightenment was revolt in many European countries and the American Colonies.
The Glorious Revolution, The French Revolution, and The American War of Independence.  
Were direct results of the Enlightenment.












Lecture 5
The History of Empiricism

Epistemology i/ɨˌpɪstɨˈmɒlədʒi/ (from Greek ἐπιστήμη (epistēmē), meaning "knowledge, science", and λόγος (logos), meaning "study of") is the branch of philosophy concerned with the nature and scope (limitations) of knowledge. 
It addresses the questions:
What is knowledge?
How is knowledge acquired?
To what extent is it possible for a given subject or entity to be known?
How do we know what we know?

Origins of Empiricism
Aristotle laid the foundations of Empiricism with the concept of the Tabula Rasa:
	What the mind (nous) thinks must be in it in the same sense as 
letters are on a tablet (grammateion) which bears no actual writing 
(grammenon); this is just what happens in the case of the mind.

Aristotle believed that the mind is similar to an empty tablet that is “written” on by Life experiences.

This contrasted with the Platonic view of innate knowledge.

Islamic Contributions to the Empirical Argument 
Aristotle's theory of tabula rasa was further developed by Islamic philosophers
 
Ibn Sina - the tabula rasa is a pure potentiality that is actualized through education, and knowledge is attained through "empirical familiarity with objects in this world from which one abstracts universal concepts" developed through a "syllogistic method of 
Reasoning”
 Ibn Tufail included the theory of tabula rasa as a thought experiment in his Arabic philosophical novel, Hayy ibn Yaqdhan in which he depicted the development of the mind of a feral child "from a tabula rasa to that of an adult, in complete isolation from society" on a desert island, through experience alone.

Ibn al-Nafis in the 13th century also dealt with the theme of empiricism through the story of a feral child on a desert island, but depicted the development of the protagonist's mind through contact with society rather than in isolation from it. 

Empiricism in the Renaissance 
Thomas Aquinas challenged Platonic philosophy during the Italian renaissance. He adopted the Aristotelian position that the senses are essential to mind into scholasticism, making it a dogma 
of Roman Catholic belief.

Machiavelli in particular was scornful of writers on politics who judged everything in comparison to mental ideals and demanded that people should study the "effectual truth" instead.

Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519) said, “If you find from your own experience that something is a fact and it contradicts what some authority has written down, then you must abandon the 
authority and base your reasoning on your own findings.”

Galileo's father used the method to solve music problems. 

British Empiricism 
The term became useful in order to describe differences perceived between two of its founders Francis Bacon, described as empiricist, and Rene Descartes, who is described as a rationalist.
 
Thomas Hobbes and Baruch Spinoza, in the next generation, are often also described as an empiricist and a rationalist respectively.

John Locke, the person who is normally known as the founder of British empiricism, stated in his An Essay Concerning Human Understanding “the only knowledge humans can have is a 
posteriori, i.e., based upon experience.” 
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Logical Positivism 
Attempted to synthesize the essential ideas of British empiricism (e.g. a strong emphasis on sensory experience as the basis for knowledge) with certain insights from mathematical logic.

Subscribed to a notion of philosophy as the conceptual clarification of the methods, insights and discoveries of the sciences.

They saw in the logical symbolism elaborated by Frege (d. 1925) and Bertrand Russell (1872–1970) a powerful instrument that could rationally reconstruct all scientific discourse into an ideal, logically perfect, language that would be free of the ambiguities and 
deformations of natural language.



Pragmatism 
Combined the ideas of empiricism and rationalism It developed mainly from discussions that took place while Charles Sanders Peirce and William James were both at Harvard in the 1870s..

Among Peirce's major contributions was to place inductive reasoning and deductive reasoning in a complementary rather than competitive mode.

John Dewey (1859–1952) modified pragmatism to form a theory known as instrumentalism 

Dewey's basic thought, in accordance with empiricism was that reality is determined by past experience.
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Francis Bacon 
Francis Bacon has been called the father of:
· The scientific method
· The Enlightenment
· Empiricism
· Modern Science
· Inductive Reasoning

Biography 
Born 22 January 1561 Strand, London, England

Was thought to be home schooled due to poor health

Entered Trinity College at Cambridge at age 12
Met Queen Elizabeth who was impressed with his intelligence

In 1576 he entered Gray's Inn, and in the same year joined the embassy of Sir Amyas Paulet to France, where he remained until his father died in 1579

Obtained political office in 1584, eventually rose to Lord Chancillor, was accused of Corruption, and stripped of office




Timeline
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Of Studies
a) 'Studies' have a three-fold purpose: 'delight', 'ornament' & 'ability'. Books may be read for attaining delight, for being ornamental in discourses, and for achieving ability.

b) 'Studies' must be ratified by experience, just as experiences are trimmed by studies.

c) Clever people do not like studies, for things learnt from books may be inimical to their interests. Simple men look upon reading books as a very admirable venture, for they themselves do not find a chance to read books. But only the wise men can make good use of their knowledge.

d) Books are generally of three types; some are to be 'tasted' i.e. to be read in parts; some are to be 'swallowed' i.e. to be somehow read through''; some books deserve to be read in full with enough sincerity and attention.

e) Just as ailments of the body can be cured by physical exercises, ailments/shortcomings of the mind may be cured by appropriate studies.

Of Simulation and Dissimulation 
— Tell a lie and find a truth.
     
Summary: The practice of dissimulation is followed by the weak man, 
for the strong minds and hearts have the power to tell the truth. 
The man of secret nature never gives a hint of what is in his heart. 
The advantage of simulation and dissimulation is that they keep the 
opposition guessing and unprepared and so to be easily surprised at 
the proper moment. They also help us discover the intentions of the other. 
The disadvantage is that they indicate a weakness of the disposition and one who uses these methods is considered unreliable.

Of Parents and Children:
      — The joys of parents are secret; and so are their griefs and fears.

      — Children increase the cares of life; but they mitigate the remembrance of death.

      — Children sweeten labor, but they make misfortune more bitter.

Summary: Children get benefit because of their parents. Parents usually have unequal favoritism towards their children. They should give them suitable monetary allowance. 
They should choose a suitable profession for their child.

Of Great Place:
      — The rising onto place is laborious and by pains men come to greater pains; and it is sometimes base and by indignities men come to dignities.
      — Death falls heavy upon him who dies too well known to others, but unknown to himself.

      — It is a strange desire to seek power and lose liberty; or to seek power over others and to lose power over a man’s self.

      — Men in great place are thrive servants:  servants of the sovereign or state; servantsof fame and servants of business.

Summary: Men are servants of the state, their desires for fame and time restriction. Man should follow the good examples set in the past. There are faults of men in great place such as delays, corruption etc. We should refuse bribes. One may while rising to a position use 
crooked methods and join sides but after reaching a position, one should become neutral.
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Widely known as:
· The Father of Liberalism
· One of the most influential of Enlightenment thinkers
· One of the first of the British empiricists, following the tradition of Francis Bacon

His work had a great impact upon: 
· Social contract theory
· The development of epistemology and political philosophy 
· Voltaire and Rousseau, many Scottish Enlightenment thinkers, as well as the American revolutionaries
· Classical republicanism and liberal theory 
· American Declaration of Independence

Biography
- Born August 29, 1632 in Somersetshire
Taught at home by his father until he was 14- 
- Studied moral philosophy, chemistry, meteorology and medicine at Oxford
- Entered politics in 1667 and became assistant to Lord Ashley, who eventually rose to the position of Lord Chancellor and Earl of Shaftesbury
From 1675 to 1679 he lived in France and worked on his Essay- 
Left England again in 1683 after the execution of Lord Ashley- 
- Returned to England after the Glorious Revolution and ascension of William and Mary
Retired from public life in 1691 and died in 1704

Philosophy 
Promoted representative democracy form of government-
“Man” is the Animal the “person” is ones self- 
Championed the separation of Church and State - 

The Essay 
- First appearing in 1690 with the printed title An Essay Concerning Humane Understanding 
- Concerns the foundation of human knowledge and understanding
- Describes the mind at birth as a blank slate (tabula rasa, although he did not use those actual words) filled later through experience. 
- One of the principal sources of empiricism in modern philosophy, 
- Influenced many enlightenment philosophers, such as David Hume and George Berkeley and Jean-Jacques Rousseau.
 
 Of Perception 
Passive, unavoidable- 
- The first step toward knowledge and the only inlet of all the materials in the mind Cannot occur without awareness. 
Often comes attended by some automatic judgment, - 
- Separates animals from lower forms of life.

Of Retetion (Memory) 
- Locke is concerned mostly to tell us which ideas are best remembered and to name the defects of the faculty.
Locke recognizes that, given his doctrine that all mental -
- items must be conscious, there is not much room allowed for memory. 
- For the sake of consistency Locke admits that by "memory" he does not literally mean a place where ideas are stored, but rather, he refers to a power of the mind to revive perceptions it once had
Of Discernment 
-The ability to tell one idea apart form all others
-The faculty that determines intelligence, according to Locke. 
-The stronger this faculty, the stronger one's powers of reasoning. 
- Discernment makes our ideas clear and determinate, qualities that are revealed as extremely important for knowledge.. 
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History of the Thirteen Colonies 
The Thirteen Colonies were English, Dutch, Swedish, and later British colonies established on the Atlantic coast of North America between 1607 and 1733
People fleeing persecution by King Charles I and Anglican Archbishop William Laud were responsible for settling most of New England, and the Province of Maryland was founded in part to be a haven for Roman Catholics 
Mercantilism was the basic policy imposed by Britain on its colonies from the 1660s. Mercantilism meant that the government and merchants based in England became partners with the goal of increasing political power and private wealth, to the exclusion of other empires and even merchants based in its own colonies.  

The Thirteen Colonies
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Resentment to British Rule
After the French-Indian war (1754-1763), The British Empire increased taxes (the Stamp Act)
In 1768 British troops arrived to enforce heavy taxation, which caused tension to rise.
Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770): A group of British soldiers fired into a hostile crowd, killing five colonials.
Boston Tea Party (December 6, 1773): The British Parliament passed the Tea Act which was designed to force the Colonists into importing tea from the East India Company and pay tax to the British Empire.  This was strongly opposed in the Colonies.  On December 6, a group boarded a ship and destroyed the tea. This act started the chain of events that led to the Revolutionary War.
Revolution
British Parliament passed the punitive  “Intolerable Acts” after the Boston Tea Party
Committees of Correspondence are formed to pass communication quickly in the Colonies.
Continental Congress is formed from delegates of the colonies to oppose taxation without representation (1774). 
On June 11, during the Second Continental Congress, the members of the Committee of Five were appointed. The five were tasked with drafting a document detailing
The reasons for separating from the British Empire and becoming an independent nation.
 (
John Adams of Massachusetts
 Adams gained prominence during the controversy surrounding the Stamp Act (1765) as a brilliant defender of American rights under British law.
In his 
Thoughts on Government 
(spring 1776), he wrote that the purpose of government was the "greatest quantity of human happiness," a notion which he derived from Cicero,
)The Committee of Five
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 (
Roger Sherman of Connecticut  
Roger Sherman (April 19, 1721 – July 23, 1793) was an early American lawyer and politician, as well as a founding father. He served as the first mayor of New Haven, 
Connecticut,
 He was the only person to sign all four great state papers of the U.S.: the Continental Association, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution. Thomas Jefferson said of him: "That is Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, a man who never said a foolish thing in his life." 
)
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 (
Robert Livingston of New York
Robert Livingston was born in the city of New York in 1746. He was educated at King's (now Columbia) College, where he was graduated in 1764. Livingston became politically active in the era of the Stamp Act Revolt. In 1776, as a member of the Provincial congress of New York, he was selected to attend the Continental Congress. He was the only member of the five who did NOT sign the Declaration of Independence. 
)[image: ]











 (
Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) was one of the most celebrated of America's Founding Fathers, a man who enjoyed success as an inventor, scientist, printer, politician, and diplomat. 
Inspired by friend and philosopher David Hume, Franklin changed Jefferson's language in the Declaration of Independence from "we hold these truths to be sacred and undeniable" to "we hold these truths to be self-evident." The change reflected a statement grounded in reason and rooted in the principles of the scientific revolution, rather than the notion that the equality of all men was an article of religious faith.  
)
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 (
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) is considered one of the most important Founding Fathers of the United States of America for the central role he played in drafting the Declaration of Independence. During the American Revolution, Jefferson was elected governor of Virginia and, after the 
war,
 he was appointed minister to France. He also served as the nation's first secretary of state, its second vice president, and its third president. 
)
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Historical Influences 
The Magna Carta, written in 1215 in England, was the historical document that had probably the most influence on the wording of the Declaration of Independence.  This Charter stated that the Law of the Land was the final authority, even above the King. 
Thomas Jefferson was heavily influenced by John Locke (Human Understanding)and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (The Social Contract).

The Virginia Declaration of Rights 
Only two days after the Second Continental Congress recessed and while Thomas Jefferson was pondering his task, something unprecedented happened in his home-colony of Virginia.  
On June 12th the Virginia House of Burgesses considered and then adopted a document based on English Common Law, Locke's philosophy of natural law, and the thinking of that day.  
Written by George Mason, a wealthy Virginia planter, it became known as The Virginia Declaration of Rights. 

Provisions listed in the Virginia Declaration of Rights 

· All men have inherent rights to life, liberty, and property
· All power is vested in the people
· Government is established to benefit, not rule the people
· Leadership roles should not be hereditary
· Legislative and Executive Powers should be separate and distinct
· The principles of free elections
· Government can not suspend laws without the consent of the people
· The right to trial by jury and to confront witnesses
· There should be no cruel and unusual punishment
· Provisions to eliminate unlawful searches of persons or personal property
· Trial by jury is preferable and should be held sacred
· "Freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty"
· A well regulated militia is required to defend a free state
· People have a right to a uniform government
· Free government is preserved only by adherence to fundamental principles
· The freedom to practice religion according to personal reason and conviction  

"I did not consider it any part of my charge to invent new Ideas, but to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in terms so plain and firm as to command their assent.  It (Declaration of Independence) was intended to be an expression of the American mind."  Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson Writes the first draft of the Declaration of Independence between June 11 and June 28, 1776.  He consulted with Benjamin Franklin and John Adams who made minor changes, then presented the draft to the Congress.

 The Text of the Declaration
The first sentence of the Declaration asserts as a matter of Natural law the ability of a people to assume political independence, and acknowledges that the grounds for such independence must be reasonable.

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

The next section, the famous preamble, includes the ideas and ideals that were principles of the Declaration. It is also an assertion of what is known as the "right of revolution": that is, people have certain rights, and when a government violates these rights, the people have the right to "alter or abolish" that government.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.


The Indictment
The Indictment begins by stating the suffering of the American colonies and the feeling of absolute constraint in forming a new system of government. The Indictment also refers to the numerous and repeated injuries that King George III placed upon the colonies and then go on to include factual information as to the many things that King George III had committed.

The King is accused of twenty seven specific abuses; interfering with colonists' rights to self government and a fair judicial system; instituting legislation that affected colonies without their consent, increasing taxes on colonists; requirement to quarter British soldiers; right to trial by jury; preventing them from trading freely, etc. Also, the King had refused to protect the borders of the colonies thus resulting in the destruction of American life and property. 


In the final section, the signers assert that there exist conditions under which people must change their government, that the British have produced such conditions, and by necessity the colonies must throw off political ties with the British Crown and become independent states. The conclusion incorporates language from Lee's resolution of independence that had been passed on July 2.

 We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.
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Liberty and Justice for All 
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Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses, yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore, Send these, the homeless, tempest tossed, I lift my lamp beside the golden door.
John Locke – “The liberty of man in society is to be under no other legislative power but that established by consent in the commonwealth; nor under the dominion of any will or restraint of any law, but what that legislative power shall enact according to the trust put in it.” 
Jean Jacques Rousseau – “I prefer liberty with danger to peace with slavery.” "No one has the right to kill and enemy except when he cannot make him a slave, and the right to enslave him cannot therefore be derived from the right to kill him"
Patrick Henry – “Give me liberty, or give me death.” (at the second Virginia Convention, on March 23, 1775) 
	
The Declaration of Independence - We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

Slavery, Abolition, and Emancipation
The case of the oppressed blacks commands our attention to move in endeavors for their relief as opportunities are favorable…” - James Pemberton (1723-1808)
“That some desperate wretches should be willing to steal and enslave men by violence and murder for gain is rather lamentable than strange. But that many civilized, nay, Christianized people should approve, and be concerned in the savage practice, is surprising.”
								-Thomas Paine
Slavery had existed in America from the discovery and exploration period, and America’s economy had become dependent upon it. It is important to note that slavery existed throughout the colonies, without restraint, prior to the Revolution. In the north, the antislavery movement began to gain momentum as early as 1773.
Slavery, Abolition, and Emancipation 
- In 1774 Reverend Hopkins and the Congregational Church accomplished their objective and abolished slavery in Rhode Island.
- In 1777, Pennsylvania passed its first law for the gradual emancipation and made appropriation for full emancipation by 1780. Both of these colonies dealt with slavery before the Revolutionary War had even been decided.
-After the conclusion of the war, during the 1780’s Connecticut outlawed slavery with New York abolishing it in 1799 and New Jersey in 1804.
-Though the U.S. Congress outlawed the African slave trade in 1808, the domestic trade flourished, and the slave population in the U.S. nearly tripled over the next 50 years. By 1860 it had reached nearly 4 million, with more than half living in the cotton-producing states of the South.

The Abolitionist Movement
From the 1830s until 1870, the abolitionist movement attempted to achieve immediate emancipation of all slaves and the ending of racial segregation and discrimination. 
Although abolitionist feelings had been strong during the American Revolution and in the Upper South during the 1820s, the abolitionist movement did not coalesce into a militant crusade until the 1830s. 
In early 1831, William Lloyd Garrison, in Boston, began publishing his famous newspaper, the Liberator. 
In December 1833, Garrison and sixty other delegates of both races and genders met in Philadelphia to found the American Anti-Slavery Society. 


Free States and Slave States
In 1820, Missouri's application for statehood ended in a compromise: Missouri was admitted to the Union as a slave state, Maine as a free state and all western territories north of Missouri's southern border were to be free soil. 
In 1850, The Kansas-Nebraska Act opened all new territories to slavery by asserting the rule of popular sovereignty over congressional edict, leading pro- and anti-slavery forces to battle it out (with much bloodshed) in the new state of  Kansas
 In 1857, the Supreme Court's ruling in the Dred Scott case effectively repealed the Missouri Compromise by ruling that all territories were open to slavery. The abolitionist John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, in 1859 aroused sectional tensions even further: Executed for his crimes, Brown was hailed as a martyred hero by northern abolitionists and a vile murderer in the South.

Dred Scott Case
In March 1857, in one of the most controversial events preceding the American Civil War (1861-65), the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in the case of Dred Scott v. Sanford. 
The case had been brought before the court by Dred Scott, a slave who had lived with his owner in a free state before returning to the slave state of Missouri. Scott argued that his time spent in these locations entitled him to emancipation. 
In his decision, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, a staunch supporter of slavery, disagreed: The court found that no black, free or slave, could claim U.S. citizenship, and therefore blacks were unable to petition the court for their freedom. 
The Dred Scott decision incensed abolitionists and heightened North-South tensions, which would erupt in war just three years later

Civil War
In the spring of 1861, decades of simmering tensions between the northern and southern United States over issues including states' rights versus federal authority, westward expansion and slavery exploded into the American Civil War (1861-65). 
The election of the anti-slavery Republican Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860 caused seven southern states to secede from the Union to form the Confederate States of America; four more joined them after the first shots of the Civil War were fired. 
The War Between the States, as the Civil War was also known, pitted neighbor against neighbor and in some cases, brother against brother. By the time it ended in Confederate surrender in 1865, the Civil War proved to be the costliest war ever fought on American soil, with some 620,000 of 2.4 million soldiers killed, millions more injured and the population and territory of the South devastated.



The Emancipation Proclamation
During the Civil War US President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.
Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:
"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.” 

The Thirteenth Amendment
The Emancipation Proclamation, although it’s wording freed the slaves, was a Wartime proclamation and Lincoln feared it would have no standing after the end of The war.
Therefore, on December 18, 1865, congress ratified the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, which ensured that forever after “neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
 ... shall exist within the United States.”
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Reconstruction 
The Union victory in the Civil War in 1865 may have given some 4 million slaves their freedom, but the process of rebuilding the South during the Reconstruction period (1865-1877) introduced a new set of significant challenges. Under the administration of President Andrew Johnson in 1865 and 1866, new southern state legislatures passed restrictive "black codes" to control the labor and behavior of former slaves and other African Americans. Outrage in the North over these codes eroded support for the approach known as Presidential Reconstruction and led to the triumph of the more radical wing of the Republican Party. During Radical Reconstruction, which began in 1867, newly enfranchised blacks gained a voice in government for the first time in American history, winning election to southern state legislatures and even to the U.S. Congress. In less than a decade, however,
 reactionary forces–including the Ku Klux Klan–would reverse the changes wrought by Radical Reconstruction in a violent backlash that restored white supremacy in the South.

Characteristics of the post-Reconstruction period:

Racial segregation. By law, public facilities and government services such as education were divided into separate "white" and "colored" domains. Characteristically, those for colored were underfunded and of inferior quality.

Disfranchisement. When white Democrats regained power, they passed laws that made voter registration more inaccessible to blacks. Black voters were forced off the voting rolls. The number of African American voters dropped dramatically, and they no longer were able to elect representatives. From 1890 to 1908, Southern states of the former Confederacy created constitutions with provisions that disfranchised tens of thousands of African Americans.
Exploitation. Increased economic oppression of blacks, Latinos, and Asians, denial of economic opportunities, and widespread employment discrimination.

Violence. Individual, police, organizational, and mass racial violence against blacks (and Latinos in the Southwest and Asians in California).
 
The Ku Klux Klan
A group including many former Confederate veterans founded the first branch of the Ku Klux Klan as a social club in Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1866. 
The organization of the Ku Klux Klan coincided with the beginning of the second phase the Reconstruction when Congress passed the Reconstruction Act. Under its provisions, the South was divided into five military districts, and each state was required to approve the 14th Amendment, which granted "equal protection" of the Constitution to former slaves.
 
The Ku Klux Klan dedicated itself to an underground campaign of violence against Republican leaders and voters (both black and white) to restore white supremacy in the South. 
At least 10 percent of the black legislators elected during the 1867-1868 constitutional conventions became victims of violence during Reconstruction, including seven who were killed.
Jim Crow Laws
In the years following the end of Reconstruction, the South reestablished many of the provisions of the black codes in the form of the so-called "Jim Crow laws." These remained firmly in place for almost a century, but were finally abolished with the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
From the late 1870s, Southern state legislatures passed laws requiring the separation of whites from “persons of color” in public transportation and schools. Generally, anyone of ascertainable or strongly suspected black ancestry in any degree was for this purpose a “person of color”.  
The segregation principle was extended to parks, cemeteries, theatres, and restaurants in an effort to prevent any contact between blacks and whites as equals. It was codified on local and state levels and most famously with the “separate but equal” decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896).

Civil Rights Leaders
Frederick Douglas (1818-95) called the father of the civil rights movement, he was a prominent American abolitionist, author and orator. Born a slave, Douglass escaped at age 20 and went on to become a world-renowned anti-slavery activist. Douglass' work as a reformer ranged from his abolitionist activities in the early 1840s to his attacks on Jim Crow and lynching in the 1890s.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968) was a Baptist minister and social activist who played a key role in the American civil rights movement from the mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968. Inspired by advocates of nonviolence such as Mahatma Gandhi, King sought equality for African Americans, the economically disadvantaged and victims of injustice through peaceful protest. He was the driving force behind watershed events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the March on Washington, which helped bring about such landmark legislation as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and is remembered each year on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a U.S. federal holiday since 1986. 
Rosa Parks
By refusing to give up her seat to a white man on a Montgomery, Alabama, city bus in 1955, black seamstress Rosa Parks (1913—2005) helped initiate the civil rights movement in the United States. The leaders of the local black community organized a bus boycott that began the day Parks was convicted of violating the segregation laws. Led by a young Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the boycott lasted more than a year—during which Parks not coincidentally lost her job—and ended only when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that bus segregation was unconstitutional. 
Malcolm X
Born Malcolm Little, he changed his last name to X to signify his rejection of his "slave" name. Charismatic and eloquent, Malcolm became an influential leader of the Nation of Islam, which combined Islam with black nationalism and sought to encourage and enfranchise disadvantaged young blacks searching for confidence in segregated America.  After Malcolm X's death in 1965, his bestselling book The Autobiography of Malcolm X popularized his ideas, particularly among black youth, and laid the foundation for the Black Power movement of the late 1960s and 1970s. 
Civil Rights Organizations: National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
Methods of Protests included: Sit-ins, marches, Boycotts and Freedom Rides
Many locals in the deep south strongly resented attempts at desegregation and responded with heavy handed tactics including arrests, beatings, arson, murder, lynching, spying, firing, evictions, and other forms of intimidation.  Sometimes the fire department was called in to use water cannons on protesters, and sometimes police dogs were let loose to attack protesters.
[image: http://media.web.britannica.com/eb-media/96/71296-004-0B8CB497.jpg][image: http://members.multimania.co.uk/pottershistory/birmingham2.jpg]



Civil Rights Accomplishments
On May 17, 1954, The Supreme Court rules on the landmark case Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kans., unanimously agreeing that segregation in public schools is unconstitutional. 

On December 10, 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, the youngest man to receive the award; he was 35 years of age. 
President Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act of 1965 on August 6.
President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The most sweeping civil rights legislation since Reconstruction, the Civil Rights Act prohibits discrimination of all kinds based on race, color, religion, or national origin. 
In 1967, President Johnson appointed Thurgood Marshall to the Supreme Court, declaring that it was "the right thing to do, the right time to do it, the right man and the right place.“
Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially designated the month of February as Black History Month.
 
[image: http://wordsmakeadifference.web.officelive.com/images/centjursbsps%20006.jpg]
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The Development of AAVE
There are two main hypotheses about the origin of AAVE. One is the dialect hypothesis and the other is the creole hypothesis. The dialect hypothesis is the belief that African slaves, upon arriving in the United States, picked up English very slowly and learned it incorrectly, and that these mistakes have been passed down through generations. In other words, AAVE is just "bad English." The creole hypothesis, however, maintains that modern AAVE is the result of a creole derived from English and various West African Languages. Slaves, who spoke many different West African languages, were often thrown together during their passage to the New World. To be able communicate in some fashion they developed a pidgin by 
applying English and some West African vocabulary to the familiar grammar rules of their native tongue. This pidgin was passed on to future generations, and as soon as it became
 the primary language of it's speakers it is classified as a creole. Over the years AAVE has gone through the process of decreolization and is beginning to sound more like Standard 
English.
AAVE grammatical Aspects
[image: ]
Ebonics and Pop Culture
During the 1960’s and 1970’s, Ebonics became more widespread in films and music.
 1970’s blacksploitation movies popularized many aspects of AAVE as “cool”.
Sitcoms also allowed AAVE more mainstream exposure. (Sanford and Son).
The end of the civil rights movement resulted in White America developing a sense of guilt over the treatment of Blacks, which resulted in greater acceptance and a reluctance to criticize black culture. 


Hip Hop
The 1980s saw the emergence of a new style of music in the poor areas of the inner city, called rap and hip-hop.  This developed into its own sub-culture.
Today the influence of hip hop can be seen in films, TV, and mainstream music, and in recent times has expanded globally.
Now, as far away as Jeddah KSA, the influence of hip hop can plainly be seen.
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Summary and Review

- Sociolinguistics is the study of the affects of culture on language
- English developed from West Germanic roots in three stages: Old English, Middle English and Modern English.
- William Shakespeare contributed over 2000 words and phrases to the vocabulary of English
- The British Empire spread English around the world, but lost ownership of the Language with it’s decline.
- Technology like the Phonograph allowed for language exposure without the need for close proximity 
- Aristotle was born in 384 BC in Stageria in Ancient Greece.
- He studied at the Academy in Athens under Plato, and later founded his own school, the Lyceum. There his students were called “Peripatetic” because they used to walk around during lectures.
- He was the childhood friend of Philip of Macedon and the tutor of his son, Alexander the Great.
He viewed democracy as “anarchic mob rule”- 
- He was responsible for the Doctrine of the Mean.


- His books included:
Nicomachean Ethics
Eudemian Ethics
The History of Animals
-Empiricism is the belief that all knowledge is a result of experience.
-Francis Bacon was the father of modern science, the scientific method, and empiricism.
-The Enlightenment began as a result of the Scientific Revolution.
-John Locke was an Enlightenment thinker.  He wrote the “Essay on Human Understanding”.  He referred to man as the animal and person as the self.  He preferred a representative democracy form of government.
-David Hume was a contemporary of John Locke. He is known for his Skeptical views.
-Jean Jacques Rousseau was an Enlightenment thinker who influenced the French Revolution.  He favored an absolute democracy form of government. His well known books are Émile; Julie, ou la Nouvelle Héloïse; The Social Contract,Confessions. 
The Boston Tea Party is the event that most directly led to the American revolution.
The Committee of Five were chosen at the Second Continental Congress to prepare the Declaration of Independence.
The Committee of Five included John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert Livingston of New York, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia.
The first draft of the Declaration of Independence was written by Thomas Jefferson.
The only member of the Committee who didn’t sign the Declaration was Robert Livingston.
On July 4,1776, the Continental Congress approved of the final draft of the Declaration of Independence.
 
The most famous line in the Declaration of Independence is “We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal”.  The Declaration of Independence is now kept in the National Archives in Washington DC.
The Constitution is the written document of Law in the United States.  The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights.
All men in the early history of America were not equal.  Black slaves captured from Africa were forced into labor and were not considered citizens.
The Abolitionists were a group dedicated to the abolishment of slavery. 
The Civil War broke out between the North and the South largely due to the issue of States rights and slavery.
Abraham Lincoln, as president, wrote the Emancipation Proclamation which declared all slaves in the Southern states free.
The laws that separated Blacks and Whites after the Reconstruction were called Jim Crow laws.
The campaign to win equal treatment for blacks and whites in America is known as The Civil Rights movement.  The father of the Civil Rights movement is Frederick Douglas.
Segregation was outlawed finally by the Civil Rights Act signed by President Johnson.
February is Black History Month.
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