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e English Literature of the Seventeenth Century
e 11th Lecture

e A SUMMARY OF ACT TWO 4l Juaill 42318

e Cleopatra’s sadness at Antony’s decision to leave
Aol Bdaa I B A ey ) SlslS e
e Cleopatra is feeling grieved to learn that Ventidius has prevailed
upon Antony to leave Alexandria and go with him to fight against
Octavius.
4,y & ) Y 48 sl 8 Ventidius of 4 e ¢ 3all 25 ) 5 o
(58U ) Ay plaal dxe ladll
e Charmion, the other maid-cum- companion of Cleopatra, now
returns, after having delivered Cleopatra‘s message of love to
Antony who is getting ready to quit Alexandria.
S O mase 835l Y 5 o)Ll e by Ja s - 2eals e la e 5 «Charmion e
ApuSuy) e il amiad (Al 3 gBY s Al | il 5l

e Charmion then says that Antony had expressed his inability to
meet Cleopatra before leaving but had said that he would always
respect her.

a5 )alae J8 151 sl dgal go e 4808 aae e el B8 gl o J s Charmion e

e Alexas’s suggestion to Cleopatra
|l 7158 2 Alexas e
e Alexas now intervenes and tells Cleopatra that she has
misjudged Antony because she is under the influence of her
passion and is making no use of her reason.
Led dilalall il can LgsY s aSall b cllad) 08 40l ) il 5ilSY JB 5 Jaxi Alexas e
oY) Jeaid Y g
e Alexas then suggests that Cleopatra should try to meet Antony
before Antony actually departs from Alexandria because she
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might then be able to prevent his departure altogether.
AoaSuY) b o Ji sl Agal se Jslad O ang - ) 3L S o = 81 Alexas e
Ll 4 il aia Ao 5 )08 (S5 38 L3y

e Antony’s disparaging remarks about Octavius
LS gl 4o fya Jaad A gii] ey sl @
e Antony, Ventidius, and the military officers who are to
accompany them now appear, fully prepared to leave Alexandria.
ali dlaxin) e g b Jeo W) agi@dl jal aa dll (sl bl s Ventidius ¢« isil e
‘U)A.ts.m\}[\ 'SJJULAS
e Octavius is incapable of taking an initiative in war, and that
Octavius is incapable of launching an attack upon the enemy.
p DA u.uaé.c );1.:: u.u).\ﬁhsj\ Aﬂj.ﬂjcu)ﬂ\ uﬁo‘).ﬂ_mj\ (':LA‘) JA\‘_A.C );\.C u.uj.ﬁl_tSj\ °
sl e
3

e Gifts from Cleopatra. Antony, inclined to see Cleopatra
) Akl A3y ) Jaane A siilg L) Al galS (e Lo @
e Alexas now appears on the scene and, addressing Antony, says
that the mournful Cleopatra has sent a thousand good wishes to
him and his comrades- in- arms.
G iy Ay 3all )L salS () J sy 96 550 saaill s amaall 8 Y1 san Alexas e
Juiall 8 4818 )] 5 al il
e Alexas then distributes a few diamonds among Antony’s
commanders, saying that Cleopatra has sent these gifts as a
token of her good-will.
Llagll b 215k salS o) SUle g ghail 838 (p (ulalY) JilE Al 2ay & 55 Alexas o
Al g8 ) (520
e Ventidius bluntly refuses to accept any gift sent by Cleopatra.
| 0 lS Aol gy Ol A Y Jsitlly 8 ) da) e Ventidius e
e Antony, however, accepts the ruby bracelet which Cleopatra has
sent for him, even though Ventidius stoutly opposes Antony’s
acceptance of her gift.
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Ventidius e & 5l el | il slS Lt )l (300 & 015 ) gusl i ¢ sl - el pas @
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e Ventidius warns Antony that these gifts symbolize only
misfortunes and disasters for those who accept them.
Al il gY dasd &) S g ibaal) ) e i Llagdl o2 o igsil 3 Ventidius e
e Antony then tries to tie the bracelet on his arm but is unable to do
so, whereupon Aexas suggests that this bracelet should be tied
on Antony’s arm by the person who sent it.
Al 8 Aexas el oLl Lo i e aislyact ) o lse day ) S50l dsla o
o)) Al Gasdl) J8 (e G55l 10 e ) day ) 2 O g
e Ventidius then urges Antony not to allow Cleopatra to come near
him.
aall Vg i ) )l sl ~laudl aany 3551 Lea Ventidius e

e But Antony says that he would only be bidding farewell to her.
L st W1 (sSs o adl Jsy sl (K1 o
e Ventidius says that all his efforts to wean away Antony from her
failed.
il Lgia gl Y sagea S o) JE Ventidius e
e Ventidius expresses his fear that Antony would again fall into
Cleopatra’s trap; but Antony asserts that he has formed a firm
resolve to leave her and that nothing can shake his resolve.
)l 5 Banan 8 (5 )A) 3 ye s S5l Ol (e 48515 e el Ventidius e
aaie e ol OSar e o8 Vs g aS 5 e gl Al of ST gl oS0

e Antony’s impeachment of Cleopatra
| Al salS (e Jiby Asi) o
e Then Cleopatra herself appears, accompanied by Charmion and
lras.

! al s Charmion 48, dlewdi | L ol jelat o
e Cleopatra tells Antony that the gods have become jealous of her
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love for him and his love for her.
Leh s 4l Lo e o ot 5 26091 0 Y J55 5150 o
e She says that the whole world has become hostile to her and
her love, and would therefore like to bring about a separation
between her and him.
Ay L o ihanl 1) 08 UL selgand seled Lbao sl 38 41 Jall o J 55 o
e She then says that Antony himself has also turned her.
Led llif s gl ) J o8 Ll 5 @
e He believes that she is responsible for having ruined him.
5 yeaall LY A g susdll Ll aic ) 43 o

e Fulvia, his wife, had grown jealous of his love for her (Cleopatra),
and had, in fact, died because of his unkindness towards her.
Gy Gile 38 (IS - a8) 1) 8 ge (1l 5alS) Led dan (a3 jually 5ol g cdlin g 59 L gl sd (IS5 @
Lealas 4l 3 gual)
e Thus it was she who had brought about his downfall.
c\.l:.jmu.m;\sﬂ\s‘zuﬂuls K\
e Now, says Antony, Ventidius, who is an honest man and who is
his only friend, has been able to gather together twelve legions
who are ready to fight under his command against Octavius.
)38 IS 288 cas gl dBa s Al ke Ja ) 8 -Ventidius -ids& S (G e
s 58U ) A aald can JUED slarial e aa ol Wi jde JEY e aes o
e He must therefore leave, says Antony.
e e -da Y Sl Jsi e

e Ventidius’s charges against her; and her reply
Ll gl dga sall il A Ventidius e
e Ventidius at this point refers to Cleopatra as a temptress who is
trying to lure Antony from the path which has now chosen to
follow.
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il el ) Jglad Al asilal) s jliely | b oIS ) L) ddasil) o3a 2ie Ventidius e
b o Wla A5 )0 oAl Hlsall (1
e He insists that it was she who had ruined Antony.
sl e Al o culSal e puals e

e She admits that she had urged Antony to fight at sea and not on
land; but she had not betrayed was Antony.
:\ggs@gw‘uzﬂ\‘;ﬁu@jﬂ\gdum@jmmgﬁ@m)@w o
s o8
e She had fled from the battle, but she had not gone and joined
the enemy. If she had fled, it was because of her womanly fear.
OIS (a8 CuilS 13 ganl) ) Craiail g caadi Al LS S pall (pa )l (e CaiSal o
4 6 Led glaa v &1
e Ventidius, intervening, says that, if again Antony were to be
faced with danger at any time, she would still desert him in order
to save her own skin.
3 Y @ldecd g ol 3 jhaall aaly Jsul 5 Al 3 5 13 4) :JE 5 Jaxi -Ventidius e
Jaals &) Jab e aie A%

e Cleopatra ‘s trump- card
Aay)y A8y | ibsalS o

Cleopatra now plays her trump-card.
Asy) )y d8lay Ll ) b plS Cuml Wl @

She produces a letter which, she says, Octavius had written to
her.

L S 08 S gfliS o ol 5 LS Al Al )l 5 Ll o
Antony recognizes the handwriting as that of Octavuis.
Octavuis WS all laay o jiel Jisil o
Octavuis's letter contains an offer of two kingdoms to Cleopatra
In exchange for her forsaking Antony and joining forces with him.

jtgjj.;gj\@jﬁiﬁdq@g\j\gﬁlﬂ&aﬁmwuﬁMoctavuisﬁuJ o
axa i gall alaaaiV)
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e Octavuis has promised to make her the queen not only of Egypt
but also of Syria in case she becomes his ally.
ol

e Cleopatra reveals that she had spurned Octavius’s offer only
because she has always been loyal to Antony.
A gl Laila il LY Jadh s 58U 4 Lia je SIS Cucad ) Lol e | 5l 5il€ sl o
Y
e Antony is now deeply moved by Cleopatra Cleopatra’s fidelity to
him; and Alexas says privately to himself: “He melts; we
conquer.”
Ot sy A" s 8 )y JB Alexas s il sl padal Gasy 5l L gul e
g
e Cleopatra urges Antony to go to the wars because his interest
requires that he should do so.
Al Jady (o)) oy 431 aldad ddlaial Casan gpall ) Gl gl dan ) b oK o
e She says that her arms are too weak to hold him here.
Lia 4y alaia DU Jas ddma Lee ) 53 o JGs @

e Antony’s decision to stay on in Alexandria with Cleopatra
| AL oS e 4 ISyl A i) ) B & guighil e
e Antony is now so moved by Cleopatra’s piteous manner of
speaking that he says that all this is too much for any man to
endure.
Y Al aa HES 13 JS L JB A OIS (il | g€ A6y jlay gl Ji Wy e
< O sy
e Cleopatra says that, if it is difficult for a man to endure all this, it
would much more difficult for a woman like her to endure it all.
A gra ST ()5S a8 daa JS Jasty ) da ol canall (e IS8 43 8 ) 3L S o
c-Ga.u IS Jaadl L@JJ.A o\)qﬂ
e She describes herself as a weak, forsaken woman who is in
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love, and who can hardly bear her separation from her lover.
Grraa O sheaty (S5 ccandl 8 03 gaiall 3 yall 5 - Az 3yl Leily Lt Caai Ll @
L oo Llladi)

e Ventidius at this point intervenes again, and asks Antony what
value this worthless woman can have in his eyes, as compared
to his fortunes, his honour, and his fame.

o) oSy AN 51 el oa u.asu_aj.u\ Gl g- 5 5al 5 e Jaas adasill o8 < Ventidius e
Al g ge 48 e 439 ae A0 el cagie & (SO

e Antony replies that, in discovering Cleopatra’s innocence and
finding her really in love with him, he has made a bigger
conquest than he could have done by defeating Octavius.

558 ]l Al ) g cama o) 8 8 salag) o ) 5l sal€ Be 0 aliS) L st o) e
(058U A 3 A e alady o (K OIS

e Antony now bids Ventidius apologize to Cleopatra for having
brought all kinds of charges against her.

Gga sl agill ¢ 5l JS s LY 1l oIS Y Ventidius ey i s Sl oY) e

=

e Ventidius then asks if Antony would go with him or not.

Y ol 4xe cdan 13 gl Jle Ventidius e

e Antony replies that he is not prepared to leave Cleopatra who
represents everything that is excellent.
Jliee 9 Lo JS Jia (sl g 15l odS o i axtine yee adl Gl e oy gl e
e His faith, his sense of honor, his virtue, and all good things forbid
him to leave women who value his love above the price of
kingdoms.
Ol oLl & 55 (e Az 3aal) cLidY) aran s - il g (o il Anlua) ile) o
ASLaall (S (358 a5 00
e As for himself, he would not be pleased with anything less than
Cleopatra.
A5 G Ul oo (s o o 43 il LS o
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e Antony’s plan to launch a surprise attack
(salia o gan (il Al (B guighil o
e An idea now occurs to Antony.
sl ) EGgan s sall (V) e
e He would make a surprise attack on the besieging Roman
troops.
Aile gl i @l jlan e Valia Losaa Jaa 4l JB o
e He asks Cleopatra to order the unlocking of the gate which
opens towards Octavius’s camp.
(s 8US gl S olaily s Al A gall Ja8 iy s o ) i odS Sl o
e He decides to lead an Egyptian force in order to launch an
assault upon Octavius’s troops who would be least expecting it.
S e San 5o sfliS 5l il e o gad b Jal (e A jeaall < @l 30l ) 5 o
SN &8

e Samples of the Questionsdicy) ¢ zila
e Ventidius expresses his ....... that Antony would again fall into
Cleopatra’s trap.
Dl sl b A 5 AN 8 pe o gl gl gld e L al el Ventidius e

A- happiness 3l
B- confusion Sl HY)
C- depression LSy
D- fear o gall
The correct answer is (D)

e Octavuis's letter contains an offer of........ Kingdoms to
Cleopatra in exchange for her forsaking Antony.
L il e Jals 8 bl ) elllaall (e L e eaii Octavuis Ak, e
A-two (5 B-three 43 C- four i~ D- five 4w
The correct answer is (A)
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