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In order to understand the Faerie Queene , we should understand the historical background of the poem itself; the period in which the poem was written ; how the historical background affected the poem itself. 
This poem was written in the 16th century. It is called the Age of the Renaissanceعصر النهضة. 

Q- What is the meaning of the Age of the Renaissance?

It was the age of economic prosperity. Many philosophical ideas appeared at that time. It was the age of art. Many famous artists lived at this period- like Michael Anglo, Leonardo Da. Vinci- . There were also famous poets who lived in the 16th century like Spenser- Shakespeare-Christopher Marlow- Philip Sydney.  Also people who wrote prose developed at that period.

So, literature flourished at that age. Also philosophy flourishedانتعشت. People were aware of philosophical ideas and philosophers. People read a lot of their works.

the Faerie Queene was written in the 16th century. It is written in huge volumes. It was written in 12 volumes. In each volume we have 6000 lines.

It was the age of geographical discoveries. There many famous explorers who lived in the Renaissance who helped in drawing the map of the world. - Like Vasco De Gama – these geographical discoveriesاكتشافات were intellectually important and they were financially important. Whenever there is new discoveries, it means that they started occupyingاحتلال these new lands and having coloniesمستعمرات there.  
It was called the Age of Renaissance because it was the age of art, age of literature, age of discoveries, age of medicine, of scientific discoveries. It was an age of enlightenmentعصر التنوير. 

Reading from the HANDOUT
Page 8- first pargraph:

Extravagant: huge 

Ariosto and Tasso are Italian poets who influenced Spenser. He was influenced by Chaucer- a medieval writer – 

These are the names of great writers who existed in the Renaissance period who enriched يثريthis period by their art.
2nd paragraph: 

It was also the Age of Reformation- - Theological or religious information. We have Luther and Calvin who tried their own religious theories to find deficiencies عيوبor weakness in the Catholic religion. Most of the English people at that time were Catholic people. Now, the Protestant religion had started. Some of the catholic people at that time were fanaticمتعصب. Thus, we have Luther and Calvin. They tried to reform the ideas of Catholicism.  
Then we have the splitانقسام between England and Rome that represented the Catholic religion.  In England, they started the protestant religion. The English church and the Catholic Church became enemies. There was a kind of struggle between the two religious concepts- the Catholic and the Protestants. In England, the officialرسمي church became the church of the Protestants. The official church in Rome was the Catholic Church. So, it started a sort of struggle صراعbetween those who believed in the protestant religion in England and the Catholic religion all over Europe especially Rome. 

Even in England itself, there was a clash between those who supported the new official church- which is the protestant church and those who remains Catholic who supported Rome. 
The Catholic Church became huge threat to the Protestant church in England because the king of Spain was Catholic. He was angry because the English people were Protestants.  He was an aggressiveعدوانى enemy to the English people.  
Being a catholic means that one believes that the Pope is the medium in one's relation to God- that he is the highest authority سلطةafter God. For the Protestants, they do not believe in the Pope. The king omittedحذف the concept- the belief in the Pope. 

In Catholicism, there is no divorce طلاقwhereas there is divorce in Protestantism . 
3rd paragraph: 

King Henry VIII of England was the one who started this struggle between the Catholic and the Protestants. He had no male heirوريث to his throne. Being Catholic means that he could not divorce his wife. The Pop refused to give him the permission اذنto divorce يطلقhis wife in order to marry another lady to have an heir. So, he started a new religion – the Protestant religion. They have the same Christian beliefs. But because Henry VIII was angry with the Pop, he crossed the presence of the Pope in the Protestant religion. The higher political authority in the Protestant religion is the king. There is no higher religious authority. He divorced his wife. Some of the English people became Protestant and some of them remain Catholic. The king did not allow any person to remain Catholic. People who refused the new religion had to leave the country, or to be imprisonedيسجن or to be executed= killedيقتل
From now one, we had this tension between the catholic people and the Protestant. Whenever the king is Protestants, the Catholics suffer. Whenever the king is Catholic, the Protestants suffer. 
Queen Mary- King Henry's eldest daughter was fanatic متعصبcatholic. She suffers what happened to her Catholic mother. She wanted to make revenge ينتقمof all the Protestants. She punished every Protestant in her country. She asked them to leave the country. Those who did not leave, were accused of being heretics= unbelieversكفار. 

After her death, Queen Elizabeth- her half-sister, her mother was the second wife of King Henry VIII. Her mother was Protestant. She started punishing all the Catholic people n the country.  
Page 9- 1st paragraph: 
The Catholics were a threat to the official protestant church in England. Queen Elizabeth suffered a lot because the official church in England was the Protestant Church because the king of Spain caused her a lot of problems because he was Catholic. He wanted the official Church of England to be Catholic. As a result they had many battles. In one of these battles queen Elizabeth herself went to the sea to face him and he was defeated in that battle. 
This indicates that in that age, there was a kind of struggle between the Protestant and the catholic. 

Q- How is this related to the Faerie Queene? 

It is full of allegorical references to the splitانقسام in religion between the Catholic and the Protestant, to the problems of that time. We have hidden names of kings and queens in that poem. 

Edmund Spenser He was Protestant, against the Catholic presence in England. He wrote the Faerie Queene to present his own ideas about the situation. 

2nd pargraph:
In the technicality of the poem, we will find many kings' names and famous events- like Sydney- Mary Tudor- Mary Queen of Scots- Philip II of Spain- 
We find many references to historical events that happened during that time- - like the Irish rebellion- the Revolt of Low countries- the Defeat of the Spanish Armada. 

These persons and events are never named but are concealed = hidden by veiled allegorical references which Spenser's contemporariesمعاصرين could readily recognize. 

LITERARY BACKGROUND:
Q- what are the works that affected Spenser when he wrote the poem? 

Spenser read a lot. He was fond of Chaucer. He was influenced by the classical works of the Roman and the Greeks. He was influenced by Italian poets. In his work, we will find many references to Chaucer, to the Italian poets, to the classical Greek and Roman literary works. 

There are many biblical references- like the Story of Adam and Eve, Satan. The poem is full of biblical allusions that are allegorical. 

We have reference to the Pope. 

This poem is full of knowledge. 

Page 10- 2nd paragraph:

A considerable quantity of material from classical literature was woven into the text.  There are innumerable لا يعدallusions to Greek and Roman mythology. 
He was influenced by Homer- Virgil and Ovid. It is clear in the language. It is described as being archaic= old= A language that was not used in the 16th century anymore. This was to enrich the text itself. 

LANGUAGE: page 11 
His language is antiquated. Words are not used anymore- he uses medieval words. He uses that language just to enrich the text. 
He employed this language to make it appear as a medieval setting, with the sounds and words. 
2nd paragraph
Part of the vocabulary puzzle comes from the eccentricities غريبof spelling. Spelling is eccentric= wired = strange.

There is not only one level of understanding but there is also another hidden level of understanding. 

There is a deceitخداع not only in the words but also in the levels of meanings. 

PROSODY: علم العروض

That is to divide the lines into syllable and then count the rhymed and the unrhymed according to the stressed and unstressed syllable.
page 12

Stanzas of the 16th century: they used to write in the medieval ay of writing, on the Italian way of writing. They were using 7 lines stanzas since Chaucer. 
Italian poets like Ariosto and Tasso who influenced Spenser were writing 8 lines Stanza.

Spenser wrote a new Spenserian stanza= longer and more complex. He invented it. It was his innovation. It was named after him 

Q- What is the definition f the Spenserian Stanza? 

The poem was written in the form of stanzas. 

He wrote more than 4000 stanzas. 

PLAN OF THE POEM; 
Sir Walter Raleigh was a poet who published the poem of Spenser. He explained to him the purpose of writing the poem. His aim was to present through a historical poem, the example of a gentleman.
The Faerie Queene was written in 12 books, each one is made of 6000 lines.  Each book speaks of one virtue فضيلةof a gentleman, a noble leader. In each book, there is a knight. With each book, we have different virtue, different knight, and different hero. Each knight represents a specific virtue. The knight is the hero of the adventure. Sometimes there is a threat to the hero. The hero of the heroes who possesses all of these virtues is King Arthur. He is to play a role in each of the twelve major adventures. His appearance serves as a unifying element of the poem. Another character contributing to the unity of the work is Gloriana, the Fairy Queen. King Arthur's great mission is his search for the Fairy queen, whom he has fallen in love with through a lovely vision. 
She stands for the Queen of England. One name of England was Glory. Gloriana is the queen of England. King Arthur saw her in a vision and he fell in love with her. In each adventure, he is trying to find her. He is in a sort of a quest. 

Each book of the 12 books, the adventure starts from the palace of Gloriana. This presents other element that unifies the whole poem. 

Page 13
Only 6 books were completed. He published only 6- the 7th was fragments. Each book contains twelve cantos of approximately تقريباfifty nine-line stanzas. The six completed books treat the virtues of holinessالقداسة, temperanceالتحكم, chastityالطهارة, friendship, justice العدالةand courtesyاللطف- الكياسة. 

Spenser states that his poem is not merely to be read as a narrative of wonderful chivalric شهم- فروسيadventures but that it is also a continued allegory or dark conceit.  It is full of allegorical meanings and references. 
The fairy queen represents glory. The queen in the poem is the Queen of England- the presence of the glorious queen of England- queen Elizabeth-

ALLEGORY:

Q- What is allegory?

Allegory is a literary device which involves giving a double meaning to the passage. There are two levels of meaning, the true apparent one and the conceited hidden one. 
Reading  ……………………. 

Spenser uses these medieval concepts of having virtues as names. 

Page 14

In book I, we have reference to the history of Man Kind- including man's defeat by Satan in the Garden of Eden……………………. 

The first level; of allegorical meaning is the history of man kind.

The second allegorical meaning is the conflict that happened between the Catholic and the Protestants. 

Spenser in book I was preoccupied with the history of the church in England during the 16th century. 

in this poem, he associated all the bad virtues like deceit, falsehood, propaganda, pride are associated with pope, queen Mary, Mary queen of Scots, king Philip of Spain( those were fanatic catholic people)   
3rd paragraph:
Reading…………………………….. 

We have three kinds of allegory working together:

1. characters in Romance- reference to the medieval allegory represented in the poem 

2. the history of Man kind- the story of Adam and Eve

3. the history of England – the conflict between the Protestant church and the catholic church 

Page 15:
Read………………… 
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