

An Ode to a Nightingale
by John Keats
Keats wrote this poem after his brother’s death and the influence of this ill experience will be obvious though out the poem. 

First stanza:
``My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains 
    My sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk, 
Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains`` 
He opens the poem addressing the Nightingale and describing his physical state. He said that he has a heart aches because of his feeling of pain and loneliness. At that time he was listening to the song of the Nightingale. This song has an influence of loneliness and drowsiness upon him, as if he is drunk or poisoned and had been sent to another world. 

``One minute past, and Lethe-wards had sunk: 
'Tis not through envy of thy happy lot, 
    But being too happy in thine happiness, - 
        That thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees, 
 In some melodious plot 
    Of beechen green and shadows numberless, 
        Singest of summer in full-throated ease``.
He started to observe the natural scene around him, find that the singing nightingale, the garden and long life beechen green tree. Then he started to express his envy towards the Nightingale for its excessive happiness and show his intense happiness that leads him to the opposite and turned to be sadness.

Second stanza:
``O, for a draught of vintage! That hath been 
    Cool'd a long age in the deep-delved earth, 
Tasting of Flora and the country green, 
    Dance, and Provençal song, and sunburnt mirth! 
O for a beaker full of the warm South, 
    Full of the true, the blushful Hippocrene, 
        With beaded bubbles winking at the brim, 
                And purple-stained mouth; 
    That I might drink, and leave the world unseen, 
        And with thee fade away into the forest dim``
- He started to ask for a drink that may take him to another world to join the nightingale in his world of happiness. He asked for the kind of wine called Hippocrene which is a usual kind drunk by the poets. Then he gives a visual image describing this kind of wine in having beaded bubbles, winking at the brim and purple-stained mouth.
- As a poet, he enjoyed the song of the Nightingale because in spite of the fact that there are no words in the song, but there is poetry that reminds him with the sounds of poetry that he enjoyed. 

Third stanza:
``Fade far away, dissolve, and quite forget 
    What thou among the leaves hast never known, 
The weariness, the fever, and the fret`` 
He wants to drink in order to go far away to dissolve and forget his world. He wants to be released from weariness concerning unknown future and the fear of his destiny. Also, to be released from the fever that might be out of his own illness and fret that is another kind of illness.

``Here, where men sit and hear each other groan; 
Where palsy shakes a few, sad, last gray hairs, 
    Where youth grows pale, and spectre-thin, and dies;`` 
Then he started presenting a description to the world he dreams to move to through drinking wine and that place where he can forget all his pains and weariness. It is a placed where Men are sitting together and listen to each others groans. It is a place where palsy shakes a few, last gray hairs and where youth grows pale and dies. It is the world that takes young people to illness. 

``Where but to think is to be full of sorrow 
 And leaden-eyed despairs, 
    Where Beauty cannot keep her lustrous eyes, 
        Or new Love pine at them beyond to-morrow``
He used this description to refer to his real state of illness, sadness and suffering. Then he wishes to be under the effect of the melody of the nightingale. 

Fourth stanza:
``Away! away! for I will fly to thee, 
    Not charioted by Bacchus and his pards, 
But on the viewless wings of Poesy,`` 
In this stanza, he continues speaking about his dream and wishes and reached to the main theme of the poem. His dream is to move to the other world on the unseen wings of poetry. 

``Though the dull brain perplexes and retards: 
Already with thee! Tender is the night, 
    And haply the Queen-Moon is on her throne,
Cluster'd around by all her starry Fays; 
But here there is no light, 
    Save what from heaven is with the breezes blown 
        Through verdurous glooms and winding mossy ways``
He wants to fly to get rid of all the limitations of reality and also to get rid of the limitations of the brain that may hinders him from enjoying this dream in different world. 

In this stanza, he dismissed the act of drinking wine to escape from reality and he preferred to fly on the wing of poetry. So, his dream of dismissing or departing this world of reality that is full of sorrow and his dream of achieving similar song to that of the nightingale is only possible through flying to the world of ideal beauty. The nightingale song keeps here represents the ideal world that he has dreamed to fly to it. With this stanza, the whole poem begins as the first three stanzas were an exposition to Keats own theories and the world of his dreams. 

He mentioned that sometimes his brain distracts him away “dull brain perplexes and retards” from the world he is dreaming of. Then through his imagination, he passed on the wings of poetry to the nightingale’s world which is night and Stars are around in clusters like fays. The nightingale is a night bird that is why it is called unseen bird.

He gives a description to the night that is different from other romantics’ description of nature. It is more similar to Sidney’s or Spenser and the Neo-classics rather than the romantics. He described the Moon at night is like a queen and the stars around him like fays who are serving. It seems that he is pessimistic and melancholic character as he enjoys the darkness of the Nightingale’s world. The Nightingale’s world is gloomy, melancholic and it is a peaceful night as there are only the starts and the moon that exist. 

Fifth stanza:
``I cannot see what flowers are at my feet, 
    Nor what soft incense hangs upon the boughs, 
But, in embalmed darkness, guess each sweet``
It is dark and he can not see the flowers at his feet but he can feel them through touching and smell. He can guess out of touches and smelling and the humidity of the world around him and this guessing is built on the concrete senses. The atmosphere around him was hot and wet and the boughs increase so that the snow can hang easily but in embalmed darkness which is an atmosphere of death. This image was suggested by his own melancholic tendency.

``Wherewith the seasonable month endows 
The grass, the thicket, and the fruit-tree wild;``
Now there is nothing except the beauty of nature and darkness. He is not able to see this beauty but he can feel it through senses. The oddness lies is his own sensitivity to the beauty around him and his ability to feel this beauty in darkness.

``White hawthorn, and the pastoral eglantine; 
        Fast fading violets cover'd up in leaves; 
And mid-May's eldest child, 
    The coming musk-rose, full of dewy wine, 
        The murmurous haunt of flies on summer eves.
Again he talked about the wine and described it as being full of dew and smell like Musk-rose. 

Sixth stanza:
Darkling I listen; and, for many a time 
    I have been half in love with easeful Death``
Although he is surrounded by the flowers and stars but his sentences still full of pessimism as he still thinks of this quite darkness that reminds him of death. He is full unifying with the world of the nightingale which is the world of darkness and immortality and its song to the extent that he is ready to die as he has achieved his dream of being identified with the nightingale song.   


``Call'd him soft names in many a mused rhyme, 
    To take into the air my quiet breath; 
Now more than ever seems it rich to die``,
    ``To cease upon the midnight with no pain, 
        While thou art pouring forth thy soul abroad 
In such an ecstasy! 
    Still wouldst thou sing, and I have ears in vain 
To thy high requiem become a sod.`` 
Now he has no fear of death and he feels that his soul can depart his body easily because he is now surrounded with this loveable atmosphere. He is completely adorable with these concrete details and his own senses to the world around him to the extent that he is ready to die. The idea of death is being welcomed by him because it will bring him relief of all his sorrow and sadness. 


Seventh stanza:
“Thou wast not born for death, immortal Bird``!
``No hungry generations tread thee down; 
The voice I hear this passing night was heard 
    In ancient days by emperor and clown:`` 
Although the Nightingale is a creature that dies, he described it as being immortal. But what is really immortal is the song of the Nightingale because it has no limitation, age or time. 


``Perhaps the self-same song that found a path 
    Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home, 
        She stood in tears amid the alien corn; 
The same that oft-times hath 
    Charm'd magic casements, opening on the foam 
        Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn``.
Then he started thinking of his own emotions. He feels that he is alone, deserted from life by his own illness and this perilous stopped him.

Eighth Stanza:
``Forlorn! the very word is like a bell 
    To toll me back from thee to my sole self``! 
Loneliness or Forlorn is like a bell that is ringing in his own mind. Sometimes he wants to escape but it is not his own choice as the world that he creates stops him and he starts to say that he can dream. Keats is not an escapist but he is admiring shelter.

``Adieu! the fancy cannot cheat so well 
    As she is fam'd to do, deceiving elf``.
Keats does not believe in the power of imagination as it is believed by other romantics. He feels that imagination or fancy is cheating and he compared fancy to a deceiving elf. 

``Adieu! Adieu! thy plaintive anthem fades``
When he is alone, he imagined that the sad song of the Nightingale as well as the Nightingale itself starts to fade away slowly while it is saying to him farewell “Adieu!”. 
The word “Adieu!” is a dignified language which reminds us with Shakespeare. The repetition of the word “Adieu!” shows that the Nightingale is fading gradually and that is why it has a chance to repeat more than once. The fading away of the Nightingale is significance that it is mortal. 

``Past the near meadows, over the still stream, 
        Up the hill-side; and now 'tis buried deep 
In the next valley-glades: 
    Was it a vision, or a waking dream? 
        Fled is that music: - Do I wake or sleep``?
The poet himself is left wondering is this experience had been a vision of imagination or a day dream and that he is living all the details of that moment. It is not a vision as the fancy can not cheat, so he can not be cheating by imagination.


· In this poem, Keats amused to refer to three ways to avoid or escape from reality. These ways are through poison, through wine and through imagination on the wings of poetry. 
· The harshest moment of escaping reality was through wishing death. We achieve immortality through achieving certain beauty in life. Beauty is the only truth of truth of earth. The beauty can be in the song. The song of the nightingale is an equivalent to poetry. So, the art is immortal while the human being and the Nightingale are mortal. 
· Keats finds delight in Melancholy. That is why he finds his happiness in the melancholic dark world of the Nightingale. 




· In this Ode, Keats is dreaming to be a nightingale to sing a song of happiness but it is impossible for him even when he imagined himself to be so because he feels that this imaginary vision is deceiving as he said in the last stanza deceiving elf. 
· The whole poem is a meditation over the power of poetry, what was possible through certain wine or poison which calls the complete absence of mind. This can be achieved on the wings of poetry without the risk of losing ones mind. He achieves a good breeze of living in the world of the nightingale without any of these drugs. 
· Keats used art to give us a moral lesson. Moral message managed to describe nature through meditating human destiny. 
· This poem is treated as one but it is developing. As the poet goes forward and backward. Firstly he was meditating the sound of the nightingale as immortal. Then he has taken wings of poetry as an alternative to wine or drug to help him to fly to the world of the nightingale. Then he goes back thinking of poetry as being an immortal art equally to the Nightingale’s song. 

Why darkness?
* Nightingale is set to sing in night.   
* In darkness he is capable of avoiding reality with the absence of light and hiding himself from the people and the world around him.
* Only in the darkness of the world of the nightingale, He imagines colourful flowers.
* In stanza six, he moves his feelings or his ideas concerning death. He is not to be fear “If I am to die in this nice atmosphere, so it is nice to die”.  

· Keats has contrast in his attitude to life. He contrasted the immortal undying beauty of the song which is equal to poetry with the sad and short life of human beings. 
· Keats chooses the Nightingale song as the basic meditation in this poem because is free flying while the poet is bounded and limited by the dimensions of earth. Nightingale is traditionally associated with poetry so it is logic to choose it as the basic meditation in the poem.


