Civilization
Fourth Year-First semester
The 6th lecture:                                                                                                           د.لميا       
We are going to talking about the royal court during the time of the Conqueror and in what we compare it to the court of the Confessor. The old English royal court and the Norman English Court are almost the same. They will be attended by the royals. They meet at three times annually in the three centers. Usually the royal court is attended by the prelates and the prominent barons. In old English royal court, another group will attend called Witan; they are mostly females. These are females with supernatural powers. They are permanent members in the royal court of old England, but not anymore during the time of William the Conqueror. In Norman England, the Witan have disappeared from the royal court. 
Let us go back to the diocesan system. We talked about the chapters. Each chapter is divided into two types; monastic and secular. For example, Turkey is a secular state. Secular chapters are people who are maintained by wages and they do not live a communal life. The word monastic comes from monastery. . The monastic chapters would live a communal life. They do the service of the church and they are not expecting anything in return. They just want to serve the lord. Most of the people who live these monastic chapters are well learned/ more educated. Most of the information that we have about the Middle Ages are from chronicles. 
By the time, William the Conqueror took over. He found certain defects about the order in the church/ within the church system/ within the diocesan system. The general attitude of the church was that most of the people who were in charge of the church forgot about the values of Christianity and were very much given to worldly pleasures. They were very much interested in worldly pleasure rather than in the real Christian values. The most important defect he found that most of the clergymen were uneducated. They could not read and write and they could not speak Latin, so how would they preach?!! The language of the church is Latin. Most of the rural clergymen were very much uneducated. It was a lack of discipline within the church. The utmost important defect that he found is that most of the clergymen are married with families. In doing so, they were defying and advocated one of the most important canons (principles/ law) of the church which is the canon of celibacy. (When we talk about the church, we do not use law, but we use canon). Celibacy= it means that clergymen are not supposed to get married. The church canon says that the clergyman is not supposed to be married. He should remain throughout his life celibate. To correct these defects, he appointed Lanfranc. He was a Benedictine monk. And he assigned him as archbishop of Europe. In collaboration, they started to address these defects that exited within the diocesan system.
The center of the religious life in England during that time and till nowadays is not the cathedral. It is the parish. The parish would be located in villages. They are simple as buildings and much smaller than the cathedral. The person who presides over the cathedral is Bishop. But who presides over the parish? parson/ rector. The parish would be served by the rector or the parson and he is appointed by the lord of the manor and he pays him his wages. 
Let us talk about the structure of the church. In every village, you would find a parish that is the responsibility of the lord of the manor. The churches are divided into two parts; chancel and nave. Usually the cathedral/ the biggest churches should be built on one of the saints’ graves. When they lay the church, usually it is always towards the east. Chancel is in the eastern part. Nave is at the western part. The churches are always set towards Jerusalem. This is a necessity. This is a condition. But if this condition is impossible, then they could have the church laid towards the north or the south. In the chancel, it would be an altar. The church has many altars. The most important one is high altar. In case of damage, who would be responsible to fix the chancel? The lord of the manor would pay from the money of the tithes. Every single subject should pay one tenth of his revenue whether in term of corn, wood, and wheat. Agricultural people would give one tenth of their revenue. The lord of the manor would be in charge of the tithes. He would use them to fix the damages. He would take his enough and the rest would be sent over to the cathedral. The rest of the money will be sent over to the bishop and the bishop will take what he needs and it will be sent to the archbishop again and at last it would be sent to the Pope. The nave usually is the place where the services of the believers would be done. In the nave, usually the services are offered to the believers/ to the people who attend the parish in that place. What are these services? 
1-Baptism:
It comes from John the Baptistيحيى عليه السلام. 
بحيرة طبريا is a sacred one. It is where John the Baptist baptized. And they are following the footprints. Every single baby on the third day after birth should be baptized in the church. So, the baptism takes place at the nave. 
The second practice is:
2-Confirmation: to be confirmed as Christian.
This is done by the third year. By the age of three, most of the Christian children should be confirmed as real Christians.
3-Confession:
It is to be done one a year at the beginning of the lent season.
Also the marriage would take place at the porch of the nave. Another part of the church that is very distinguished in the church is a tower. In the tower, you would see the most important items about the church which are the bells. Usually when the bells are got from the blacksmith after being made, they are not hung. Before they are being hung, they are blessed and Christened by the bishop; therefore they are sacred. They are not only used to summon the believers to attend the prayer, but also to dismiss the devil spirits and the disastrous thunderstorm. The language used in the church is Latin. All the chronicles were written in Latin until nowadays. 
Let us go to the political Henry I. 
In the 14th century, the historians gave him the title of the Beauclerck because he was highly educated and because of his wisdom. (Beauclerck) means fine scholar (it is a Latin word).
He was crowned at Westminster as the English king. He was very wise. The first thing he did was getting married to secure his boarders with Scotland. He married the daughter of Scottish King Malcolm. Her name is Maud. Her mother was a royal lady of Anglo-Saxon England. So, her mother is English. In doing this he could win the heart and the minds of the English people/ his English subjects. 
He was preparing his son to succeed him. One day his only legitimate son was crossing the channel coming from France and the ship sank and he drowned. He lost his only legitimate child. And he had other children, but by law bastards cannot be kings. So, he needed to arrange for a proper successor for him after he died. So, what did he do? His eldest daughter was a widow. She is married to the Emperor of Germany; Henry V.  Her daughter’s name is also Maud. And after his death she returned to England. So, he arranged for a marriage between his daughter and the Count of Anjou.  Anjou is another duchy in France. It is even larger than Normandy. Anjou is only borders with Normandy. With this marriage, he secured Anjou, Normandy and England. So, he is extending his expanding/ his kingdom. In doing his kingdom includes he Anjou, Normandy and England. After this marriage, he did not only seek Anjou. He wanted to have a legitimate successor. He has legitimate daughter who is Maud. So, he married her. And he gathered her barons/ his Counts and he had them to swear under oath to accept the child of Maud as his heir, first of all to accept her as their queen until he finishes his minority.  So, she would be the queen until he reaches the adulthood and becomes their king.  
So, he had his Counts and barons to swear under oath to accept his daughter as queen until her child grows up and reaches the adulthood. All this was because it is very dangerous for any kingdom to be without any heir/ without a successor. 
Right now her married Maud of Scotland and he arranged for his heir. Then he went on to address the defects of his own kingdom. He tightened his grip over things as his brother did. He further centralized the power in London by interfering the queen with her subjects. And he introduced a lot of methodical procedures to the function of the government. 
So, this first thing is that he centralized the power in his hand and the second thing is that he introduced a lot of methodical procedures to the function of the government.
Let us see one of the things that were devised during his time. It was the exchequer. No king can centralize the power in his land and introduce methodical procedures without the aid of qualified official. He needed the assistant of very well qualified officials. One of these officials is called Roger. He was from Normandy. He devised the exchequer; he created it from nothing. The exchequer is a royal meeting. It takes place in the court. It would be by attended by the king, is justiciar and the treasurer. It was called the exchequer because these people along with prominent barons would set around a table. So, it should be attended by the king, is Justiciar and the treasurer. It derives its name from the table at which these people would set along with prominent barons. The exchequer is derived from the piece of cloth that covers the table. This round table is covered with checkered piece of cloth. Do you know the abacus?
They would use a moveable counters. And every sheriff would get inside and they would tell him about his possession. So, everything would be clear. 
The sheriffs would get inside and stand in front of them and he would them about his own possession. And they would count whatever he possesses using these movable counters. This is for the sake of clarity and nobody would be cheated on. The exchequer was usually held two times a year; during the Easter and Michaelmas. It is a way of wresting money from the sheriff. It is to be held twice a year at Easter Day and Michaelmas Day. In old England, it was called firma. But the firma would be taken once a year in old England and even in the time of the conqueror. But during the time of Henry I, it was held twice a year, and the name was changed from firma into the exchequer according to the shape of the cloth that covered by the table. Roger was the one who devised the exchequer. Roger was a bishop and he was called Bishop Roger. He was a Justiciar; he is the person who replaces the king during his absence. Whenever the king is in Anjou or in Normandy, the Justiciar would replace him. He was a Bishop, a Justiciar and a Chancellor. So, he had three positions. But he was known as Bishop Roger. Roger devised the exchequer. 
This is one of the things that Henry I introduced. What else did he do? For the first time, Henry I introduced a written precept. A precept is an order of summoning/ a summoning order. So, for the sake of confidentiality, they would use written precepts. They were called writs. These writs are wax sealed for the sake of confidentiality. Writs are all written in Latin.
Let us talk about the administrative judicial system during his time.
If there was any problem, where did they go? We have first of all Curia Regis (this is Latin). Curia Regis is the royal court. It is where disputed and conflicts among the barons/ among the sheriffs will be solved. The cases of sheriffs and barons will be resolve at the Curia Regis.  The king and the royal court would resolve. So, the royal court is not only political, but also judicial. The royal court is where the political decisions and as well as the cases of barons will be seen into. Where is the power of justice derived from? From the authority of the king. Procedures will be executed by the authority of the king/ by the authority of this court. King during that time was the fount of justice. All the procedures within this court derived its authority  from the king himself because the king in Norman England is the fount of justice. Also the Curia Regis will be presided by the Justiciar when the king is absent. 
Another kind of court is popular court. It will see into minor offences that take place between the subjects of the king, not the prominent subjects but the commoners. Popular courts are located either in shires or in hundreds. The once in the hundred will be held once every 3 weeks. And the one in shires will be held once every month.  Who presides over these courts? It is presided by the bishop and the sheriff. Curia Regis is presided by the king himself, and if he is away, then will be presided by the Justiciar. But the popular court is presided by the sheriff and the bishop. In case, this type of court fails to achieve justice in a certain case, what would happen? In case, they did not do justice to one party of the case, then people have the right to appeal to the Curia Regis. 
Also we have the baronial courts. Every baron has his own court within his manor. He would see into conflicts among his subjects whether free or unfree, mostly the peasants. The baron in Norman England has the right to hang anybody that is caught in the middle of the act of theft without a trial. 
This is part of Henry I’s tightening his grip and further the centralization of power in his hand. He would send his officials to roam the whole country to see into conflicts/ to see if somebody is violating the right of the king. He would send some of his officials roaming the country to see into conflicts to afflict a kind of a punishment and to see if anybody is violating the right of the king. 
Social classes within Norman England:
Usually using the language and terminology of that time, usually the society is divided into three classes using their own language. 
1-people who fought.
2-people who labored.
3-people who prayed.
1-people who fought.
The English society has acquired the nature of a military society. At the center of people who fought, those come who are knights. By the 12th century, we have two kinds of knights. We have the knights who practice fighting and we have knights with landed states. This second kind of knights: we talked about tenants-in-chief and we said that the tenants-in-chief divided their honors and fiefs or fees (1:47:20). These knights who acquire land were known as knights with landed states. Those knights forgot everything about fighting. They have lost all their skills as cavaliers because they became absorbed by the work in the land. In the 18th century, these knights turned to country gentry. 
When we talk about the human relation, the tenants-in-chief would supply the king with a certain number of knights. These knights would serve the king for 40 whole days. During these 40 whole days, they would serve the king at their own expense/ at their cost. They would not cost the king a penny. But after 40 days, if the king still needs them, it would be at his expense. 
Not only Henry, but also his brother William Rufus, it did suit them to have the knights for only 40 days and afterwards they pay them. It proved to be very costly. This negatively affected the royal treasury. Therefore, they reached a kind of arrangement. It suited their book to have knights replaced by mercenaries. It is better to have mercenaries. They are well-trained and disciplined. And they can join any military campaign at fixed wages, unlike having knights who would only serve for only 40 days. It is from a financial point of view.   
So, as early as the reign of William Rufus where started to be replace by mercenaries.
On return, those knights where were exempted from/ from serving the king fighting, they would pay a sum of money a tax which is called shield levy. 
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