Civilization
Fourth Year-First semester
The 4th lecture:                                                                                                           د.لميا       
Let us go back to William the Conqueror.  Any lord in the feudal system or the king himself was expecting from his tenants without saying that they will present him with sums of money on three occasions.
The three occasions are:
1-The knighting of his eldest son. 
When his eldest son becomes a knight, the tenants would come and give him some money. 
2- The marriage of his eldest daughter.
3- If the lord falls in the hand of his enemy, the vassals would pay the ransom. This goes without saying. They would not wait for him to ask for these things. 
Before William the Conqueror and before the Anglo-Saxon, England was divided into counties, shires and hundreds. Hundreds make a group of villages/ scores of villages. Every county has its own earl. Every hundred is made of scores of villages. After the Norman Conquest, it was divided into honors and fiefs or fees.  This is administrative division of England before and after the Norman Conquest. In terms of priority, England always comes second to the Normandy, and to William the Conqueror/ to the king. After achieving stability within and without, he left back to Normandy. Again he got involved in a war. He got wounded and then he died. He died in Normandy. 20 years after Hastings and one year before his death, he did something quite remarkable; he ordered a national survey to be conducted in England. He ordered his own officials and his own clerks to conduct this survey. They were surveying his tenants-in-chief. They will investigate revenues in terms of land, tenants and life stock. 
20 years after Hastings and one year before his death, William the Conqueror ordered a national survey within England to be conducted. This survey was investigating his crown vassals (tenants-in-chief) and their revenue in terms of land (how much lands he owns and how many tenants he has), tenants and life stock. So, he sent these officials and in every single shire they set up a jury. And then a delegation from each village will come and under oath they would say whatever they possess and the people in the village possess. This delegation from the village always consists of priests because priests have a very remarkable status socially speaking. Every delegation from each village would consist of a priest and reeve; an official man in that village, and 6 villagers. Under oath, they would say what this lord has. They set up juries in the shires. Sometimes owners would extend over 10 villagers. The tenant does not come and say how much he has and how much he owns. Local people represented by the priest, the reeve and 6 villagers would come and under oath they would say whatever the lord owns. Later on, this extends over all England. Afterward, all information was gathered and sent over to Winchester. 
Winchester is one of the prominent centers in England. There were two prominent centers and this was one of them. So, it was sent to Winchester to the king’s clerks. They sorted out this information and put under the entries in the names of the lords/ in names of the tenants. Every lord/ every tenant-in-chief/ every crown tenant, his name would make an entry and underneath this entry, you would have whatever he owns in terms of land, tenants and life stock. After it‘s been compiled at Winchester, the book was called Doomsday book. This indicates how the medieval people were religious. Why did William the Conqueror do this? First of all he wanted to solve disputes among the lords over land. The second thing is that this survey was conducted in order to check who paid the danegeld from those who did not. Danegeld= national taxes all English men should pay them. He wanted to know who paid the danegeld from those who did not. The danegeld is an annual tax that all English subjects should pay to the king to keep the Danish invaders away. So, this is the second reason for the Doomsday survey to be conducted. The third thing is that he will have good established knowledge of the national revenue/ income of England in general.  While the survey’s been conducted, something else was done. He wanted to renew the feudal relation and to further fortify it/ their allegiance because most of the tenants/ Counts die and they were succeeded by their heirs. So, he wanted to further. So, while the survey has been conducted, all the prominent counts were gathered at Salisbury; a place in England. Again they renewed the ceremony of swear fealty. He did it again. He gathered all his Counts in this place and he had them again to announce their allegiance to him against all other names. So, they swore fealty and they did homage to him. This was called Oath of Salisbury. Oath of Salisbury was done while the Doomsday book was in progress or the survey that resulted in the Doomsday was too in progress. Afterwards he left and he died in Normandy. So, what he did before his death was the Doomsday survey book and the second thing was the Oath of Salisbury. 
The judicial system:
When we talk about Earls, who would solve their disputes? It was always done in Royal court. William the Conqueror’s court should be called a feudal court. England was not important. Normandy was important; it was feudal court. He raised the status of his feudal court into a national assembly. This national assembly would meet in the three centers of Old England. 
1-Westminister
2-Winchester
3Gloufester 
They meet in the three prominent occasions in Christendom.
How would attend his court? Counts and prelates. These Counts and prelates were replacing what in Anglo-Saxon England? The court of Edward the Confessor was mainly made of the Witan (plural). When we say the king gathered with the Witan, it means that he is having them in his royal court. Witan were the people who attend the royal court in Anglo-Saxon England. Most of the Witan are women who have supernatural powers. So, this was the status of women in old England. These Witan were replaced by the counts and by the prelates. The most prominent Counts were the most prominent Earls in old England. It was a national assembly as a court that sees into the cases of the lord. It was a royal court and at the same time it had some judicial practices. This is only for the high class/ the aristocratic class.
  Who would solve their disputes between the peasants? The lord who owns the honor in which the village of these peasants who are fighting would belong to his estate. 
There are other people who can practice certain judicial tasks other than the king. They were the prominent Earls in old England. They were called sheriffs. This sheriffdom move down/ transfer from old England to the Norman England. So, even among the counts there are prominent counts who were called sheriffs. These sheriffs have the right to set up their own courts and judge. sheriffdom is an old English position for prominent Earls would move down to Norman England. So, we have two types of courts. 
The medieval ages have been labeled, religiously speaking, as the age of faith. And the modern age; 19th century downward, has been labeled as the age of faiths. 
We are talking about William the Conqueror as the crown lord. Pope is over him. William the Conqueror along with the English nation refused to have the pope as their over lord. When he got to England, he already found the church and the Diocesan system is already in decline. Why was the English church in decline as a system? because the clergymen were driven to worldly pleasures. They lost all their enthusiasm for services of a church.
The Diocesan system:
When we talk about diocesan system, we talk about a pyramid of people or a pyramid of positions that would be occupied by people. At the beginning we have archbishops. In England there always were two archbishops. Usually on the two main provinces of England, there are archbishop of York and the most important one which is the archbishop of Canterbury. These are provinces in England. The position of archbishop is always advisory. By the time, William the Conqueror their position has acquired social and political dimensions. At the beginning their job was religious and it was advisory position. And upon the advent of William the Conqueror, the nature of position has changed. It was not only religious and it was not only advisory. It has acquired political and economic dimensions. 
So, we have the archbishop of York and the archbishop of Canterbury. The archbishop of Canterbury is the most important one and he is the one who crowns the king. What come underneath under each archbishop? We have 14 dioceses.  The church divided England into dioceses. We have archbishops and each archbishop under his supervision there are 14 dioceses. So, England from administrative point of view was divided into honors and fiefs. And from the church point of view, it was divided into dioceses. Who is in control of each diocese? Every diocese has a bishop. And every bishop has his own cathedra. Cathedral is coming from the word cathedra. The word cathedra is Latin which means seat                  which means an office of the bishop. Cathedra and the seat symbolize his own public authority because the bishop is very authoritative and very powerful man. Who works in these cathedrals? Clergymen who were called chapters.  We are talking about Medieval England/ medieval church. Each chapter is divided into two types: 1-monastic. 2-secular. The word monastic comes from monastery. Secular علماني means worldly. Secular chapters were maintained by wages/ by money. They do the services to the cathedral for money. The monastic chapters would live a communal life. They do the service of the church and they are not expecting anything in return. They just want to serve the lord. They are maintained by nothing. It is they who are desired to serve the lord. 
We know all this information about the Middle Ages from chronicles. 
Does the bishop serve all the people who live in his diocese? No. Bishop is very elevated status. Within every diocese there are hundreds of parishes. Parish is always conducted by priest/ will be taken care of by a priest. This will be in a village. 
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