Prose (9)
Virginia Woolf is one of the most important modern novelists. Virginia Woolf is not a pioneer in using stream of consciousness technique, because  James Joyce and Dorothy Richardson used it before. Woolf mastered the technique of stream of consciousness even more than James Joyce because he was both a critic and a novelist.  Virginia Woolf's novel Mrs. Dalloway is a record of what is going on in the mind of major characters. 
"Biography" is too general; it emphasizes the important element of Virginia Woolf's life which relates to the work. 
Virginia Woolf is both a novelist and a critic. She  was the youngest of 8 children. She was brought by her father. He is a critic, biographer, and a philosopher. Her mother when she was 13, and her father died when she was 23. She liked her father. She lived in a masculine atmosphere. After the death of her father, she lived with her two brothers and another sister. She listened to her father who was a writer, philosopher. She was so curious, she was a famous child who spent a good deal of her time with her father's library. She read books for classical authors like Aristotle and Plato; she also read books by Shakespeare and Charles Dickens. She traveled a lot. She was aware of her own rights, though she was conscious of being a woman in men's world; her brothers were her companions in her literary career. 
She used to have "Bloomsbury Group". She was of the upper middle class, that is why most of her characters are upper middle class people.
People who influenced Virginia Woolf: 
Dorothy Richardson influenced Virginia Woolf because she was interested in female suffrage; She defended women's right to vote. She was also interested in female psychology. 
Freud wrote his famous book on the conscious, subconscious, and the unconscious:. 
· Conscious is what you feel now, what you think of. 

· Subconscious is not what you think of now, but  you can retrieve.  

· The unconscious is what you don’t think of now, and you can't retrieve.
Another literary influence on Virginia Woolf was the Irish novelist James Joyce. The action in Joyce's work, Ulysses, was in the 24 hours, because he recorded every detail in the mind of character. Virginia in her novel, Mrs. Dalloway, wrote  about what is going on in the mind of Mrs. Dalloway in 24 hours. The novel starts at the beginning of the day and ends by its end. 
Women are associated with nature and with the heart. Men are associated with the mind and with inventions. Virginia thought that the inventions used to kill cities, so she was depressed and committed suicide. When you are associated with nature, you become happy. Birds are singing because they are associated with nature. If you live like birds in nature, you are going to enjoy your life.  
Freud said that every human being, man or woman has an anima and animus. Women have more anima than animus. Men have more animus than anima. But some women have more animus than anima, and some men have more anima than animus. 

Anima is associated with life and nature, and animus is associated with the mind, with the brain. The animus is calculative, it is not a creative word. The anima is creative, because women come up with babies. People of the past thought that women create babies, but man is calculative. Man is not creative. He invented an invention, but not creation, but women are associated with creation which means that she is creative. These are thoughts of feminism. 

The members of the "Bloomsbury Group" used to meet in a the house of Virginia Woolf. The great philosopher in England, E.M. Forster joined this group though he  didn’t believe in Virginia Woolf's technique. He preferred to follow the traditional technique, that is why he wrote his book Aspects of the Novel. The most important aspects of the novel in this book are the story, characters and the plot.  All of the novels written before Virginia Woolf, james Joyce, and Richardson depended on the plot. Virginia Woolf said," No I'm going to write what is going on in the mind of the writer". 
In 1912, Virginia Woolf  married a member of "Bloomsbury Group" . He was a social and political writer. In 1914, the First World War broke out. In this war, 10 million soldiers were killed, and 25 million were wounded. The civilians were not counted. These numbers are taken from military documents. No one of the inventors had a nervous breakdown because of the war. But many writers were depressed because of the war, because of the beauty of art; they were conscious of the beauty of language. Writers live in the spirit, but inventors live in the mind. spirit. Living in the spirit unifies, and living in the mind destroys. That is why Virginia suffered so much and committed suicide, she drowned herself. She went to nature, as she  wanted  to get away from life dominated by the destructions of man . women follow the mm of nature. 
Feminism 

Virginia is a great feminist writer. Many novelists were leaders in theme of feminism such as Jane Austin, Jane Austin presented a comic aspect of women's life; in her novel, Pride and Prejudice, Jane  was  making fun of the way women of her time think. Charlotte Bronte also handled the theme of feminism in Jane Eyre. Women started in these novel to claim their rights. When  Maggie  in George Eliot's , The Mill on The Floss saved her brother Tom, she tried to save humanity; but when he tried to save the boat , they died. This means that women can save human beings, but men can destroy human beings. George Eliot could not publish her novel after her own name. 
When the Second World War broke out, Virginia moved with her husband to a cottage, to get a way from the city because city is full of destruction and pollution, but even there she was depressed by German bombings and by the thought that she might have a nervous breakdown again. She thought that she was unable to write. Dissatisfied and disordered, Virginia drowned herself in the river. This is the end of a great novelist.  

· Technique used by Virginia Woolf in Mrs. Dalloway . 

Virginia Woolf wrote an essay. This essay is one of the best essays on modern fiction, because she is  fiction writer. In this essay, she starts with a criticism of previous writers. She chose   Mr. Wells, Mr. Bennett, and Mr. Galsworthy. 
By the mere fact of their existence in the flesh their work has a living, breathing, every-day imperfection which bids us take what liberties with it we choose. 
Virginia said that they write about the flesh. Man is made of body and spirit. The body is mortal, while the spirit is immortal. Therefore, the spirit is more important. 
Virginia attacks and criticizes  these people, because they are  more inserted in the flesh. What is going on in the spirit is more important. Spirit is what makes you, the soul is what makes you alive. 
If we tried to formulate our meaning in one word we should say that these three writers are materialists, and for that reason have disappointed us and left us with the feeling that the sooner English fiction turns its back upon them, as politely as may be, and marches, if only into the desert, the better for its soul.
Virginia said that these  three writers are materialistic; they are concerned with the material, with the body, with the event which happens to the body, but I have to tell what is going on in the mind. These writers are not concerned with the spirit. She said that they are concerned that much with the body with makes her frustrated . 
Though we respect the integrity and humanity of Mr. Galsworthy, 
shall we find what we seek in his pages. 
Whether we call it life or spirit, truth or reality, this, the essential thing, has moved off, or on, and refuses to be contained any longer in such ill-fitting vestments as we provide.
She said," I respect Mr. Galsworthy that much, but I want to find what I seek in his literature. I'm disappointed in them because I expected them to emphasize the spiritual aspect, the ontological aspect and the psychological aspect. I disagree with her use of the word spiritual, because she is not concerned that much with the spirit but she is interested  in the psychological aspect, or the mental state. The psychology is different from the spirit. The spiritual aspect is related to the supernatural aspect. But she is interested in the mental aspect, the non physical aspect. 
Nevertheless we go on perseveringly, conscientiously, constructing our thirty-two chapters after a design which more and more ceases to resemble the vision in our minds.
The mediocrity of most novels seems to arise from a conviction on the part of the writer that unless his plot provides scenes of tragedy, comedy, and excitement, an air of probability so impeccable that if all his figures were to come to life they would find themselves dressed down to the last button in the fashion of the hour, he has failed in his duty to the public. If this, roughly as we have stated it, represents his vision, his mediocrity may be said to be natural rather than imposed; but as often as not we may suspect some moment of hesitation in which the question suggests itself whether life is like this after all?
The writer seems to be restricted by the tradition which says that you have to have a plot, but they should not have a plot. She said, we have changed. 

Note: Virginia Woolf's way of writing, page 200   End .. [image: image1.png]










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































