Prose (4)
The Portrait of A lady as a didactic novel:
This novel can be read as a didactic and educational novel which educates readers through the portrayal of the psychological aspects of the characters; it deals with the influence of a person's psychology on his life; It deals with social problems like loss of family ties. The word "didactic" means that it should have a lesson to teach and a message to preach. "It can be read" means that there are different interpretations. Literature is spiritual; it appeals to the spirit; it is not physical but intellectual, so you can see things from different angles, because it is written by the creative ability of the writer. 
Horace said that the function of literature is to teach and entertain. What are the novel's messages? 

1- The first message is that we should live our life vitally, but we should have experience as well; otherwise we will suffer the way Isabel did. We should not live a normal boring life like the Touchett. Isabel lived vitally, because she left America to come to England to see the world. But Isabel didn’t have experience. She married Osmond who married her for her money, because she lacks experience. 
· Take care: In the exam, students are requested to support their answer with an explanation of how Isabel fell in the clutches of Osmond, this bad opportunist man.  
2- The second message is parents should be cordial to each other; they should live an emotional life and understand each other; otherwise their children will suffer the way Ralph did.
James's style: 

1- James uses words masterfully. 

2- James uses symbolism cleverly [The status of the house and the invalidity of the children].  
3- James uses symbolism in names. The word "Touchett" is very close to the word "touch it". The name "Touchett" is indicative of the nature of members of the family. They don’t live their lives the way Isabel does. They touch life; this gives us the impression that they are not living an actual life; but they only touch upon it. 
4- Unprecedented James introduces each of his characters in a separate chapter. 

Characterization in the novel: 

Chapter 4 is about the character of Isabel. Chapter 5 is about Ralph and his mother. This is one of the features of James's style, as he introduces each of his characters in a separate chapter. No one used this method before, except Henry Fielding in his novel Joseph Andrew, but it is not as clear as it is here. In chapter 4, he speaks about nothing but Isabel. 

Chapter 4: 
Mrs. Ludlow was the eldest of the three sisters, and was

usually thought the most sensible; the classification being

in general that Lilian was the practical one, Edith the

beauty and Isabel the ‘intellectual’ superior.

Mr. Ludlow died, but before he died he had three daughters: Lilian was the practical one, Edith the beauty, and Isabel was the intellectual one. This novel is about Isabel. Here we are concerned not with the actions of the girl, but with the intellectual development of her character. We speak about the intellect and the psychology of the girl. That is why we say that James is a pioneer in portraying the internal aspects of his characters such as the intellectual, the psychological and the spiritual aspects. James is unprecedented in that; In The Mill on the Floss, George Eliot portrayed some of the psychological aspects of the girl, but James concentrated on this in his novel. When James refers to some physical aspects in a character, usually these aspects refer to something intellectual or ontological. The invalidity of the father and son is a physical aspect which refers to a psychological and spiritual aspect of their ontological inability. 
In the novel, James portrays the internal psychological conflict within the father's character between Americanisms and Europeanism.    
"But Isabel was in a situation that gave a value to any change. She had a desire

to leave the past behind her and, as she said to herself, to

begin afresh" 
She has the vitality of life; she wants to begin a fresh. 
Her imagination was by habit ridiculously active; when the door was not

open it jumped out of the window. She was not accustomed indeed to keep it behind bolts. 
Her imagination is active; she is an active girl. This is one of her intellectual and psychological aspects. 
Her father had kept it away from her—her handsome, much-loved father, who always had such an aversion to it. It was a great felicity to have been his daughter;

She loved her father. There are emotions between Isabel and her father. Isabel lives a vital life, she wants to see the world, she is a knowledgeable girl but she lacks experience. Isabel is an independent girl, but independence should be supplemented by experience. From James's point of view, you need to live vital, intellectual life and this is the ideal kind of life. The Touchetts don’t have vitality, but they have experience. The girl has vitality and intellectual life, but she lacks experience. This portrayal of the internal aspect of the character reminds us of two major schools in modern novel: Psycho Analysis and Stream Of Consciousness. James is the first psychologist in the world of literature. 

The word "much-loved father" shows that there is emotion in this family. That is why the girl is called Isabel. But the word "Touchett" is explanatory, as it means that this family touches upon life, they don’t live but they exist. 
Isabel was lucky to have a father like that, because he is a lovely father. James teaches us that parents should be kind to their children because their products will be balanced like Isabel who mistakenly by lack of experience married a material person.   

"A few very harsh critics went so far as to say that he had not even brought up his daughters. They had had no regular education and no permanent home; they had been at once spoiled and neglected; they had lived with nursemaids and governesses (usually very bad ones) or had been sent to superficial schools" 
"He wished his daughters, even as children, to see as much of the world as possible;" 
This is a presentation of the ideal woman from his point of view, except that she lacks experience to see much of the world. This is her way of getting experience. Among his three daughters, Isabel was his favorite. So, this man is a lovely father. 
Her reputation of reading a great deal hung about her like the cloudy envelope of a goddess in an epic; it was supposed to engender difficult questions and to keep the conversation at a low temperature.

She is an ideal character. He is going to talk about this later on, but the most important presentation here is the character, the spirituality and the intellectual. He portrays her intellectually. D.H Lawrence started to analyze his characters as in Sons and Lovers to present the inside of his characters. In his novel, he tells us about the internal aspects of his characters. But James is the pioneer, the one who started this, so he is respected for that. 
"The poor girl liked to be thought clever, but she hated to be thought bookish;

she used to read in secret and, though her memory was excellent, to abstain from showy reference. She had a great desire for knowledge, but she really preferred almost any source of information to the printed page; she had an immense curiosity about life and was constantly staring and wondering" 
"She carried within herself a great fund of life, and her deepest enjoyment was to feel the continuity between the movements of her own soul and the agitations of the world".
She carried within herself a great fund of life, not the monotonous way of Mrs. Touchett with her husband. James portrays the inside of the character; what she hates and what she loves.
She had had everything a girl could have: kindness, admiration, bonbons, bouquets, the sense of exclusion from none of the privileges of the world she lived in, abundant opportunity for dancing, plenty of new dresses, the London Spectator, the latest publications, the music of Gounod, the poetry of Browning, the prose of George Eliot.

She was not excluded from anything and that is why when Goodwood came to marry her, she said "No, I want to see the world". He was a handsome person, but she wanted to see the world, so her intellectual life was the most important thing for her.    

"Now that she learned he was there, nevertheless, she felt no eagerness to receive him. He was the finest young man she had ever seen, was indeed quite a splendid young man; he inspired her with a sentiment of high, of rare respect. She had never felt equally moved to it by any other person".
This is one of the features of James's style, as he portrays a character in a whole chapter. 
Chapter 5 

Ralph Touchett was a philosopher, but nevertheless he knocked at his mother’s door (at a quarter to seven) with a good deal of eagerness. Even philosophers have their preferences, and it must be admitted that of his progenitors his father ministered most to his sense of the sweetness of filial dependence.

The narrator is speaking here. The narrator is an omniscient third person. He is omniscient because he almost knows everything about Isabel's character. This has a relation with the element of the point of view, as the action is presented through the third person narrator. Here the writer portrays the inside, he doesn’t refer to one of his physical aspects such as his inability, but the most important element of his character is being the philosopher and the intellect.  
His father, as he had often said to himself, was the more motherly; his mother, on the other hand, was paternal, and even, according to the slang of the day, gubernatorial.
Ralph's father had the qualities of the mother, and his mother had the qualities of the father. Freud built a theory on this sentence. Freud said that any person, male or female, has two aspects inside: the animus and the anima. The animus is the male aspect [animus is a Latin word meaning masculine], and the anima is the female aspect. If there is a girl who has more of animus, for example she has 80% of animus and 20% of anima. This means that she is going to act like a man. In the same way, if there is a man who has more anima than animus, he is going to act like a woman. So, he relates genital not to the physical aspects but to the nature of psychology.  

This was the cause of the failure of their family. Here James wants to say that we should live a balanced life; a woman should live like a mother and a man should live like a father; a woman should not be authoritative like Mrs. Touchett. From James's point of view, a woman should be a woman, and a man should be a man to keep the boat going. One of the failures of Ralph's life was that the mother had more animus inside her, and she acted according to that. 

"She was nevertheless very fond of her only child and had always insisted on his spending three months of the year with her".

"He found her completely dressed for dinner, but she embraced her boy with her gloved hands and made him sit on the sofa beside her. She enquired scrupulously about her husband’s health and about the young man’s own, and, receiving no very brilliant account of either, remarked that she was more than ever convinced of her wisdom in not exposing herself to the English climate. In this case she also might have given way" 
She is a formal woman who meets her son dressed. She sets an appointment for the son. So here, there is no relationship in the family. She came from the United States and she does not say good morning to the father; she left him in the house, and she went upstairs. She asked about her husband's health and the young man's health. When he said to her that we are sick, she said that she is wise. She is an arrogant woman. 
Loss of family ties:
Henry James portrayed the loss of family ties between father and son as well as between mother and the rest of the family. 
The novelist criticizes his society and says that there is loss of family ties. In his novel, Henry James presents his view regarding the family relations in the society. The family of the Touchett gives a very good example for these disintegrating family relations. He didn’t like the disintegrating family relations, because they are not living as clear in their name. "Touchett" means that they are not living like Isabel, but they touch upon life; they didn’t live the reality. The readers notice that the members of this family treat each other formally; the mother sets an appointed time for her son. To meet her son, the mother was completely dressed; she meets him in her gloves. This means that there is no relationship between this family that is why they are sick, not only physically but spiritually. So, Henry James wants to say that the cause of their disability is that they are not closely related to each other. There is no warmth among the members of this family. This is didactic also, because when you start a family, you need to base your family life on compassion as well as duty and caring. The relationship between the members of the family is based on the abstract aspects of talking. They talk to each other, that is all what they have; there is no emotion between them. The family of the Touchett doesn’t love each other, but they feel obliged. This kind of dull relationship is symbolically represented by the illness of the son and the disability of the father, they are maimed, unable to live properly, they are disabled. In literature this sickness is indicative of more essential sickness of the psychological and the intellectual inability of the character. They exist rather than live. There is a difference between the two words: exist and live. James says that we should live a live of vitality; we should see the world. This is Isabel's way of getting experience. This relation can be studied through the presentation of different couples: Ralph and his mother, Ralph and his father, and Mr. and Mrs. Touchett. 
Son- mother relationship 

In her relationship with her son, the mother was so formal; he was not allowed to see her after her long absence before the time she sets. To meet the mother, you have to take an appointment; this is bad. It expresses the faultiness of the relationship. When she comes home after along time, she goes right away to her room to fix her make up. She informs her son that if he wants to see her, he should come to her room at certain time.  

Husband-wife relationship:
The relation between Mrs. Touchett and Mr. Touchett was based on suspicion. The wife used to come home without sending a telegram, because she expected her husband to be doing something wrong. She comes to catch him red-handed, but she never did. Although she never did, yet she keeps going. However she has never found him in such a position, still she has never stopped her habit. That is why she is playing the role of the father; she has more animus than anima in her. James wants her to be a loving mother. Mrs. Touchett treated her husband as an object rather than a human being; she left him in the garden and she went upstairs. The wife and husband use the titles of "Mr." and "Mrs." to address each other. This is indicative of the formality of the relationship, of the failure of this relationship. The use of these titles indicates the nature of the relationship, it is a formal relationship which lacks any kind of warmth which is supposed to characterize such a relationship, that is why their child, Ralph, was psychologically and physically a sick person. Each of them sleeps in a separate room, there is no emotion between them. 
Father- son relationship: 
The relationship between the father and the son is based on duty and obligation. There is no passion in this relation. The father was obliged to send him for education. The father was obliged to treat his son and to send him to warm places. But what the son needs is not a warm place; he needs warm relationship.  
The son, on the other hand, feels obliged to take care of the father, not because he loves him, but because it is his duty as the son. Ralph is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Touchett; he is the product of such a deadly relationship as theirs; he is brought up by virtually separated pair. This explains why he is an invalid, because this physical invalidity is an indication of his spiritual invalidity. He has chest problems; he needs to go to warm places to cure his chest. Illness is symbolic for the warmth he needs in his family life. He himself feels isolated from his mother who sets a time for him to meet her after a long visit to her relatives in the States. He feels also alienated from his invalid father; he finds consolation in his relationship with friends like Mr. Warburton. 
Ralph's improper kind of relationships with others made of him a sarcastic person. Here we are speaking about the influence of the psychology of a person on his behavior. So here James is speaking about something called "behavioral psychology". When someone is maimed, weak and sick, he makes fun of life. He lives a kind of sarcastic life. Ralph is depressed; he makes fun of life, because he is not a part of it; he is a sarcastic person who feels that he is on the fringe of life. Ralph's family name is Touchett. This means that he is on the fringe of life; he is touching upon life rather than living it. 
Ralph has a kind of admiration of his cousin Isabel. However he feels inferior to her, he admires her. When someone is ontologically or psychologically weak, he is frangible; he also suffers from inferiority problems. The word "ontological" is related to the being. Ralph didn’t dare ask Isabel for marriage. He admires her, but he feels fragile. He is not psychologically balanced because of his mother and father. Isabel sympathizes with him. He convinced his father of allotting a large sum of his inheritance to Isabel, because she is an independent girl. Ralph didn’t marry her, because he feels inferior to her. Ralph was respected by his cousin, Isabel, who cared about his health especially at his last moments. Her husband was jealous of Ralph, but she was honest to her relationship with her husbanded. At the same time, she took the risk of visiting Ralph on his death bed in spite of the problems that might have been caused by this visit. Ralph is pitiable character. The novel speaks about the dangerous effect for breeding our children in such atmosphere. It tells us that "You have to base your family life on emotion, on balanced family ties". In such case, the novel can be read as didactic. 
This novel is autobiographical, Mr. Touchett is like James's father, and Ralph is like James himself. He is from America. 
Ralph spent several terms at an American school and took a degree at an American university, after which, as he struck his father on his return as even redundantly native,

Ralph spent several terms in an American school, very much like James himself. James loved England more than America.
Ralph was not only fond of his father, he admired him—he enjoyed the opportunity of observing him.
Ralph observes; observes means that he is not a part of life. 

"He had caught a violent cold, which fixed itself on

his lungs and threw them into dire confusion. He had to

give up work and apply, to the letter, the sorry injunction

to take care of himself".

Ralph is a sick person, but this sickness is indicative of the ontological and spiritual as well as intellectual inability. 
One of his lungs began to heal, the other promised to follow its example, and he was assured he might out weather a dozen winters if he would betake

himself to those climates in which consumptives chiefly congregate. 
Ralph wanted to escape the weather as well as the coldness of relationships. 
 ‘I don’t know whether she’s a gifted being, but she’s a

clever girl- with a strong will and a high temper. She has

no idea of being bored.’‘I can imagine that,’ said Ralph; and then he added

abruptly: ‘How do you two get on?’

Isabel is a gifted girl who has a strong will. She is an independent girl.  
Suggested topics to discuss: 

· An analysis of the character of the father, four papers.  

· An analysis of the character of Ralph 

· An analysis of the character of Isabel

· An analysis of the characters of the mother. 

· The influence of Ralph's psychology on his behavior. 

 End … 
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