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 We have taken synopsis on the Victorian age, and we talked about two main things related to it: Imperialism and industry, and we said that imperialism resulted from industry, as they needed raw material for their industry, so they occupied other countries. 
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 Then we talked about the plot of Jane Eyre. 
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 The symbolism in Jane Eyre
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 Gothic element in Jane Eyre, and take red room scene as an example
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 Jane Eyre as a strong character, or feminism
· The Feminist Movement; why did Charlotte write this novel? 
- Charlotte wrote this novel as a response to an idea about woman at the beginning of the Victorian age, the idea of the Angel in the house. Woman in the Victorian age was known as the angel in the house. This idea started when Patmore wrote his collection of poems under the title: “The Angel in the House”. This idea means that the woman should stay at home, without working, like an angel, like a piece of decoration at home.
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 Shakespeare in his play, Othello shows Desdemona as an example of the angel in the house. In his speech about Desdemona, Othello says: 

("Hang her! I do but say what she is. So delicate with her needle. An admirable musician! O, she will sing the savageness out of a bear Of so high and plenteous wit and invention! ")
- There are four elements of the angel in the house: needle works, music, singing and imagination. So, this idea started in the Elizabethan age, and lasted till the Victorian age.  
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 Many Feminist writers started to reject this idea and to defend the woman's right: 

- Virginia Woolf, a feminist novelist, in her essay “Professions for Women”, declared her refuse for this idea saying "let's kill the angel in the house!!!".

- Jane Austin was the first novelist who defended women's right against the idea of angel in the house. This appeared in her novel, Pride and Prejudice.
In her famous quotation, in which she satirizes women in her age:  

“There is no beautiful girl not to dance with me. It is a truth universally acknowledged that simple man in possession of a good fortune must be in want for a wife”
- The most important person who defended women in the Victorian age was John Stuart Mill in his book “The Subjection of Woman”. 
- This idea was also rejected in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, a book by Mary Wollstonecraft.
- Charlotte Bronte made Jane Eyre the master at the end of the novel, as the man she loves got blind. Jane also appeared as an intellectual woman, this shows that Charlotte refuses the idea of angel in the house.
- George Meredith was a feminist. He believed that woman was in subjection to man in society.
- He believed that the progress of civilization depends on the equality of the sexes. When the woman is denied freedom, the society becomes degraded and corrupt. 
- Woman is closer to nature, not in the sense of being less civilized, but in the sense of having closer natural principles of life. Nature keeps her away from egoism. Because men are away of nature, they are egoists. This idea supports a saying "man invented weapons, woman invented agriculture".
- Meredith believed that there should be a complete equality between man and woman. He believes that woman should no longer be regarded as a possession.
- In many of his novels, especially in, Amazing Marriage, Meredith has attacked the conventional being of the woman, as an angel in the house. 
- He never loses the sight of the fact that woman can do her part well, only as a mate of man. Unlike some of the feminists who see that women can be self sufficient, away from men, Meredith does not look upon them as self sufficient. So, women should be mates of men and they should look for the right man, as they can not live alone.  
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 Charlotte Bronte rejected the idea of the angel in the house. In her novel, Bronte presents Jane Eyre as a strong character. 
· The application of feminism on Jane Eyre 

1
I am glad you are no relation of mine: I will never call you aunt again as long as I live. I will never come to see you when I am grown up; and if any one asks me how I liked you, and how you treated me, I will say the very thought of you makes me sick, and that you treated me with miserable

cruelty." "How dare you affirm that, Jane Eyre?"
 "How dare I, Mrs. Reed? How dare I? Because it is the TRUTH. You think I have no feelings, and that I can do without one bit of love or kindness; but I cannot live so: and you have no pity. I shall  remember how you thrust me back −− roughly and violently thrust me back −− into the red−room,  and locked me up there, to my dying day; though I was in agony; though I cried out, while  suffocating with distress, 'Have mercy! Have mercy, Aunt Reed!

- She says people think that you are kind woman, but you are cruel. This shows the strong character of Jane Eyre as she faced Mrs. Reed. 

2
I was left there alone −− winner of the field. It was the hardest battle I had fought, and the first victory I had gained: I stood awhile on the rug, where Mr. Brocklehurst had stood, and I enjoyed my conqueror's solitude. First, I smiled to myself and felt elate; but this fierce pleasure subsided in me a fast as did the accelerated throb of my pulses

- After confronting Mrs. Reed, Jane Eyre feels as if she is a winner. This shows her strong character.
3
"But that teacher, Miss Scatcherd, is so cruel to you?"

"Cruel? Not at all! She is severe: she dislikes my faults."

"And if I were in your place I should dislike her; I should resist her. If she struck me with that rod, I

should get it from her hand; I should break it under her nose."

- The name of Mrs. Scatcherd is so indicative of her cruel and sever nature. The word "nose" is a motif, as it is a symbol of dignity.
4
“A great deal: you are good to those who are good to you. It is all I ever desire to be. If people were always kind and obedient to those who are cruel and unjust, the wicked people would have it all their own way: they would never feel afraid, and so they would never alter, but would grow worse and worse. When we are struck at without a reason, we should strike back again very hard; I am sure we should −− so hard as to teach the person who struck us never to do it again”
                                                                                                              End …[image: image9.png]
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