Psycholinguistics is an interdisciplinary field of study in which the goals are to understand how

people acquire language, how people use language to speak and understand one another, and how
language is represented and processed in the brain.
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La NgUALE is the primary communication system for the human species. In ordinary circumstances it

is used to convey thoughts through speech. It is a special system, however, that functions independently
of speech, thought, and communication
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La NgUage is a formal system for pairing signals with meanings. Meaning —-Language—Signal
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Rules govern the creation of sentences (Grammar).
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Prescriptive grammar = standard way of speaking.
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Descriptive grammar= language system that underlies ordinary use.
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Linguistic competence: refers to knowledge of language (grammar and lexicon) that is in a person’s
mind.
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Linguistic performance: the use of linguistic knowledge in actual processing of sentences (production &
comprehension).
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Aphasia is a language impairment linked to a brain lesion.
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Neurolinguistics Is the study of the representation of language in the brain.
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Acquisition strategies determine what will be the most salient and easily acquired aspects of language
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Positive evidence the primary purpose of the child’s linguistic environment is to provide information

about the language the child is acquiring
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Unilingual mode: when a bilingual is speaking in a unilingual mode, only one of the grammars is .

consulted to build structural representations
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Bilingual mode: when in bilingual mode (when the bilingual’s two languages are being used in
the same conversation), access to both grammars and lexical items from both languages must
be possible
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iIntentional switching from one language to another.
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One type of switching is_tag-switching: the insertion of frequently used discourse markers, like so, you

know, | mean
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.Occasional unintentional slips into a language not active in the conversation
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dialects of the same language Code switching: switching between two codes (languages), or two distinct
within the same discourse
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Lexical retrieval. A lexical entry carries information about the meaning of the word, its grammatical

.class, the syntactic structure into which it can enter, and the sounds it contains
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How can a word be retrieved
Meaning---- sound
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Tip of the tongue phenomenon
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Occurs when the speaker knows the word needed but cannot quite retrieve it
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.grammar to construct structures internalised encoding = consulting the Grammatical
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Perception
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Perception is awareness, comprehension or an understanding of something.
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McGurk effect

If you watch a video of a person mouthing [ga ga ga] together with the audio track ofa  *
person saying [ba ba ba] you will hear [da da da ]
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.overrides audio and vice versa Visual
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Mondegreens s los

Slips of the ear! 03V a);

Mondegreens = slips of the ear

The orthography of a language is its writing system, including the characters (graphemes).
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Reading involves matching each symbol with a phoneme.
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Accessing the lexicon
The speaker accesses the lexicon using information about MEANING to retrieve the

PHONOLOGICAL structure.
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The hearer’s task is the opposite (Phonological representations- information about meaning)
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Ambiguous - having more than one possible meaning.

Ambiguous words = multiple lexical entries?
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Homonyms: a word that sounds the same or is spelled the same as another word but has a
different meaning.
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Homonyms = competing meanings = delayed retrieval.
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Priming.
A stimulus you just experienced will affect how you respond to a later stimulus- and this
associative response is true not just with linguistic stimuli, but with stimuli of any type (pictures,
smells, non-linguistic sounds, etc.).
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When there is a meaning relationship between the prime (the first word) and the target word.
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Form = word, morpheme...etc.
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Here, the prime and the target are not related semantically (in meaning), but are related in their
phonological form.
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Masked priming method dsdio)! dsgdl!

The prime word may be presented so briefly that it is not consciously processed, but will still
result in the priming effect.
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Lexical items are organized by their sound and meaning.
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Extroverted learners are more successful in language acquisition (They don’t worry about
mistakes! - and they interact more with people).
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Motivation
The internal desire to do or achieve something.
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Motivated learners are successful.
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Cognition <lxzwy!

Students with good cognitive abilities outperform (do better than) those with less cognitive
abilities.
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Transfer
Applying knowledge (grammar, vocabulary, phonology...etc.) of one language in another
language.
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When the two languages (first - second) share the same linguistic feature (e.g. word,
pronunciation, grammatical rule....etc.).

G deledl ¢ gladl ¢ LS ooy 2l asladd s 1sSilia (W — dW) camll) WISTOSSS Laie sa



Knowledge types
Declarative knowledge = Knowledge that something is X (e.g. rules, information.etc.) ... It is
knowing WHAT. It is often Explicit and conscious.
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Procedural knowledge = knowledge of HOW something is done. Often it is unconscious and
implicit.
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Alexia: loss or impairment of the ability to comprehend language in written or printed form
caused by brain disease or dysfunction.
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Agraphia: loss or impairment of the ability to express language in written or printed form caused
by brain disease or dysfunction.
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Language impairment that is linked to a brain lesion.

Dysarthria L) s

Speech production deficit that results from impairment of the neuromuscular and/or motor
control system.
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Broca’s aphasia = agrammatic (only words - no syntax / non-fluent)
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Wernicke’s aphasia = incoherent and meaningless.
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Linguistic competence.

A grammar and a lexicon are those components of language that allow sounds and
meanings to be paired. When people know a language, they know its grammar and its
lexicon

Linguistic performance
In contrast, is the use of such knowledge in the actual processing of sentences, by which we
mean their production and comprehension.
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