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Is this a dagger which | see before me,

The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee.
| have thee not, and yet | see thee still.

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible

To feeling as to sight? or art thou but

A dagger of the mind, a false creation,

Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?

| see thee yet, in form as palpable

Lty 45
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As this which now | draw.

Thou marshall'st me the way that | was going;
And such an instrument | was to use.

Mine eyes are made the fools o' the other senses,
Or else worth all the rest; | see thee still,

And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of blood,
Which was not so before. There's no such thing:
It is the bloody business which informs

Thus to mine eyes. Now o'er the one halfworld
Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse
The curtain'd sleep; witchcraft celebrates

Pale Hecate's offerings, and wither'd murder,
Alarum'd by his sentinel, the wolf,

Whose howl's his watch, thus with his stealthy pace.
With Tarquin's ravishing strides, towards his design
Moves like a ghost. Thou sure and firm-set earth,
Hear not my steps, which way they walk, for fear
Thy very stones prate of my whereabout,

And take the present horror from the time,
Which now suits with it. Whiles | threat, he lives:
Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath gives.
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“0, pardon me, thou bleeding piece of earth,
That | am meek and gentle with these butchers! . ..
Woe to the hand that shed this costly blood! . . .”
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1
When | consider how my light is spent

Ere half my davs2 in this dark world and wide
And that one talent3 which is death to hide

Lodged with me Lless,4 though my soul more bent
To serve therewith5 my Maker, and present
My true account,6 lest he returning chide;
"Doth God Lact7 day labor, light denied?"
I fondly8 ask. But Patience,9 to prevent

That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need

10
Either man's work or his own gifts. Who best

Bear his mild Moke,11 they serve him best. His state.
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed,

12 .
And post o'er land and ocean without rest;

13
They also serve who only stand and wait.
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When | | con SID | er HOW.| my LIFE | is SPENT

LT 2. K TR .o, 5
Ere HALF | my DAYS | in THIS | dark WORLD.| and WIDE
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When | consider how my light is sgent1
Ere half my days2 in this dark world and wide

And that one talent3 which is death to hide
Lodged with me useless,4 though my soul more bent
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To serve therewith5 my Maker, and present
My true account,6 lest he returning chide;
"Doth God exact7 day labor, light denied?"
I fondly8 ask. But Patience,9 to prevent
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That murmur, soon replies,. "God doth not need
Either man's work or his own gifts. Who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed,.
And post o'er land and ocean without rest;
They also serve who only stand and wait.
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1
When | consider how my light is spent

Ere half my davs2 in this dark world and wide

And that one talent3 which is death to hide

Lodged with me useless,4 though my soul more bent
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5
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
6
My true account, lest he returning chide;
7
"Doth God exact day labor, light denied?"

8 9
I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent
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That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need

10
Either man's work or his own gifts. Who best

Bear his mild Moke,11 they serve him best. His state
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed,
12 .

And post o'er land and ocean without rest;

13
They also serve who only stand and wait.
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Not marble, nor the gilded monuments

Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme;

But you shall shine more bright in these contents

Than unswept stone, besmeared with sluttish time.
When wasteful war shall statues overturn, (5)
And broils root out the work of masonry,

Nor Mars his sword nor war's quick fire shall burn

The living record of your memory.

'Gainst death and all-oblivious enmity

Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find room (10)
Even in the eyes of all posterity

That wear this world out to the ending doom.

So, till the judgment that yourself arise,

You live in this, and dwell in lovers' eyes.
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That time of year thou mayst in me behold

When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang

Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,

Bare ruined choirs, where late the sweet birds sang.

In me thou seest the twilight of such day (5)
As after sunset fadeth in the west,

Which by and by black night doth take away,

Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest.

In me thou seest the glowing of such fire

That on the ashes of his youth doth lie, (10)
As the death-bed whereon it must expire,

Consumed with that which it was nourished by.

This thou perceiv’st, which makes thy love more strong,
To love that well, which thou must leave ere long.
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Thou art not, Penshurst, built to envious show,
Of touch or marble; nor canst boast a row

Of polished pillars, or a roof of gold;

Thou hast no lantern, whereof tales are told
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Thou joy’st in better marks, of soil, of air,
Of wood, of water; therein thou art fair
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Never failes to serve thee seasn'd deere
Each banke doth yield thee coneyes
The painted partrich lyes in every field
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Fat, aged carps runne into thy net
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Set forth their beauties then to welcome thee!
The very hills right humbly did descend,

When you to tread upon them did intend.

And as you set you feete, they still did rise,
Glad that they could receive so rich a prise.
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The Grasse did weep for woe
And mourns the departure of a human
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WHENAS in silks my Julia goes,
Then, then, methinks, how sweetly flows
That liquefaction of her clothes.

Next, when | cast mine eyes and see
That brave vibration each way free;
O how that glittering taketh me !
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The Passionate Shepherd to his Love 4= J| (4blJ! (£,
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Come live with me and be my love,
And we will all the pleasures prove
That valleys, groves, hills and fields,
Woods or steepy mountain yields.
And we will sit upon the rocks,

Seeing the shepherds feed their flocks,
By shallow rivers, to whose falls
Melodious birds sing madrigals.

And | will make thee beds of roses
And a thousand fragrant posies;

A cap of flowers, and a kirtle
Embroidered all with leaves of myrtle;

A gown made of the finest wool

Which from our pretty lambs we pull;

Fair lined slippers for the cold,

With buckles of the purest gold;

A belt of straw and ivy buds,

With coral clasps and amber studs.

And if these pleasures may thee move,
Come live with me and be my love. 20
The shepherds’ swains shall dance and sing
For thy delight each May morning.

If these delights thy mind may move,

Then live with me and be my love.
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Poems set to music and sung by two to six voices with a
single melody or interweaving melodies.
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Shrub with evergreen leaves, white or pink flowers, and
dark berries. In Greek mythology, a symbol of love
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If all the world and love were young,
And truth in every shepherd’s tongue,
These pretty pleasures might me move
To live with thee and be thy love.

Time drives the flocks from field to fold;
When rivers rage and rocks grow cold
And Philomel becometh dumb,

The flowers do fade, and wanton fields
To wayward winter reckoning yields;

A honey tongue, a heart of gall

Is fancy’s spring but sorrow’s fall.

Thy gowns, thy shoes, thy beds of roses,
Thy cap, thy kirtle, and thy posies

Soon break, soon wither, soon forgotten, 15
In folly ripe, in reason rotten.

Thy belt of straw and ivy buds,

Thy coral clasps and amber studs,

All these in me no means can move
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But could youth last and love still breed,
Had joys no date, nor age no need,

Then these delights my mind might move
To live with thee and be thy love.
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As virtuous men pass mildly away

And whisper to their souls to go,

Whilst some of their sad friends do say,

The breath goes now, and some say, No,

So let us melt and make no noise,

No tear-floods nor sigh-tempests move;

Twere profanation of our joys (not sacred)
To tell the laity our love. (Common)
Moving of the earth brings harms and fears,

Men reckon what it did and meant; (think) 10
But trepidation of the spheres, (anxiety)
Though greater far, is innocent.

Dull sublunary lovers’ love

(Whose soul is sense) cannot admit

Absence, because it doth remove

Those things which elemented it;

But we by a love so much refined,
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That ourselves know not what it is,
Interassured of the mind,

Care less, eyes, lips and hands to miss.
Our two souls, therefore, which are one,
Though | must go, endure not yet

A breach, but an expansion,

Like gold to airy thinness beat.

If they be two, they are two so

As stiff twin compasses are two;

Thy soul, the fixed foot, makes no show
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As virtuous men pass mildly away

And whisper to their souls to go,

Whilst some of their sad friends do say,
The breath goes now, and some say, No,
So let us melt, and make no noise,

No tear-floods, nor sigh-tempests move;
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Dull sublunary lovers’ love

(Whose soul is sense) cannot admit

Absence, because it doth remove
Those things which elemented it¢
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But we by a love so much refined,

That ourselves know not what it is,
Interassured of the mind,

Care less, eyes, lips and hands to miss.
Our two souls, therefore, which are one:
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Though | must go, endure not yet
A breach, but an expansion:

Like gold to airy thinness beat.

If they be two, they are two so
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As stiff twin compasses are two.

Thy soul, the fixed foot, makes no show
To move, but doth if the other do
And though it in the center sit¢

Yet when the other far doth roam«

It leans and harkens after it¢

And grows erect as that comes home.
Such wilt thou be to me, who must
Like the other foot obliquely run¢

Thy firmness draws my circle just:«
And makes me end where | begun
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So let us melt, and make no noise,
No tear-floods, nor sigh-tempests move;
Twere profanation of our joys
To tell the laity our love.
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But we by a love so much refined,
That ourselves know not what it is,
Interassured of the mind,

Care less, eyes, lips and hands to miss.
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