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The Origins of language

« A _Linguistics includes the systematic and scientific study of language. (ool of Jad Lgtia Jaa Jglas agdll miilia iati CilalS 4
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*  Linguistics is concerned with understanding the structure and nature of language which is
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» divided into: phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics.
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It refers to the general study of the features of speech sounds.  Physical aspect | e ila (g ghial) &gal) Gaibadl dale Al 33 ) @ il gal) ale el 8
Phonology is about the abstract (mental) aspect of sounds and it studies the phonemes Gl ga) (e B3 e (Aliad)) iladl (8 il guad) ol (o2l
the study of the forms of things, in particular. 48 ghaial) cilaldl) & Sl aigy ale | ads8 ) 0e
Refers to the description of the sequence of ordering of elements in the linear structure of the sentence. Alaall adl) JGgl) (B jualial) qufi 5 Jualedh ciuay A) g it
The study of the meaning of words, phrases and sentences in language dalll A Jaall g ol bl g clalsl) dral duad )3 i
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* Linguistics deals with other perspectives on language which are represented in specialized or interdisciplinary branches such
e as sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics and second language acquisition.
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*  We do not know how language was
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* we know that spoken language thousand years before written language.
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e ltis that some spoken languages have developed between 100,000 and 50,000 years ago.
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. languages have developed 5000 years ago.
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*  Thereis of producing sounds and which is shared among different such as fish and birds;



*  No physical evidence relating to the speech of our distant ancestors that might tell us how language was existed in the early stages.
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_ B Speculations about the sources of the origins of language
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1-The divine source (4l Jaas
Divine is related to God or Creator
In most religions, it is believed that language appears to be a divine
source that provides human with language
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about the sources of the origins 4l jibas ¢e alSh Jigud) S ¢l lanh
of language
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=  Some experiments confirm that

= if human infant get deprived of hearing language around
them, they would spontaneously begin using God or
Creator-given language in the Psamtik story.

=  Yet, other experiments - of children who lived in isolation
without contact with humans - did not confirm the
results of divine-source experiments as in the Cases of
Victor and Aveyron who were discovered in the 18th
century; as they did not show a spontaneous language, as
in the previous experiment.
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2- The natural sound source (bow-wow/pooh-pooh theories)
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This view is based on the concept that natural sounds which are
attained through the auditory system that develops before birth
.which later develop to identify sounds in the environment
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. This will help humans to connect between a sound and the
thing (or organ) producing that sound.

. It focuses on imitation of sounds then using it to refer to
objects (even when they are not present

= Imitation of natural sounds lead to the development of
primitive words (which were heard by early men and women
around them).

. Jespersen (1922) called this idea of acquiring natural sounds
‘Bow-wow’ and ‘Pooh-pooh’ theories.

. In every language, there are words which seem to be
naturally occurring sounds such as splash and boom; which
may refer to sounds similar to the noises they describe.
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3- The social interaction source

SLaaY) 3 ggaall g Joldill (e @l gl juaa

This view is based on the idea that the source of our language is

the physical effort of several people and interaction which is to
be coordinated
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It happens when a group of early humans develop a set of hums,
.groans ... etc. that were used when they were carrying things

It claims that the development of human language takes place in a
.social context through groups

Groups are important particularly in the past to main
communication; which had different uses within their social

.interaction
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The physical adaptation source (teeth and lips/mouth and
tongue and larynx and pharynx)
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This source is based on physical features human processes that
are distinct from other creatures (particularly non-humans)
which may have enabled speech production.
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adaptation appeared to be more relevant to speech
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Teeth and lips

* Human lips have intricate muscle interlacing
more than other primates.

* Human lips are appropriate to produce sounds
such as Por B and M.

Mouth and tongue

* Human mouth are small compared to other
creatures; as a part of an extended vocal tract
with an L-shape not straight path from front to
back.

* Human tongue are shorter, thicker and more
muscular than other creatures; to produce a
variety od sounds inside the oral cavity.

* The intricate muscles in mouth and tongue and
lips and teeth help to articulate a wider range of
shapes and a more powerful delivery of sounds
produced through these shapes.

Larynx and pharynx

= Human larynx is ‘voice box’ which comprises of
vocal folds and vocal cords; which different
other creatures larynx.

= Larynx helps human to choke on pieces of food.

=  Human pharynx has a longer cavity than many
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other creatures; which works as a resonator for
increased range and clarity of the sounds
produced through the larynx and vocal tract .

4-The tool-making source (the human brain)
The human brain is lateralized; where it has different functions for
each hemisphere
Elaall (e 58 iuad J8I ddlide cailds g Lol & ) '&u.m
Left hemisphere of the brain is responsible for complex vocalization
and speaking
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motor cortex that controls the muscles of the arms and hands
is next to articulatory muscles of face and jaw. It is believed
that there is a connection between the
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Many speculative proposals argue that the origins of
speech is based on human producing single noises to
indicate objects in their environment. Yet, it lacks
structural organization. All languages require the
organizing and combining of sounds and signs in
specific arrangement

In terms of language structure, the human may have
developed the naming ability first for producing
consistent noise; then to bring another specific noise to
build a complex message
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5- The genetic source (innateness hypothesis)
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* The human baby are born with larynx that is
higher in the throat that is to breathe and drink
at the same time.

* The ‘innateness hypothesis’ refers to something
in human genetics as the source, possibly a
crucial mutation.
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Linguistics means
O = the study of language
O « the analysis of both theoretical and applied fields of language learning
O « understanding the nature of language including its components
O = All of the above
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(The left hemisphere of the brain is responsible for:
O« speaking

O « creativity

Oearts

O« imagination
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