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Twenty-five years ago , very few people used the Internet. Only scientist and people in
the government knew about the Internet and how to use it.This is changing very fast
,Now almost everyone knows about the Internet , and many people are online (on the
Internet) every day .When people think about the Internet , they often thenk about
information . But now , more and more , when people think about the Internet , they
think about shopping .
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Amazon .com was one of the first companies to try to sell products on the Internet .
Jeff Bezos started the company . One day he made a prediction about the future. He
saw that the World Wide Web was growing 2,000
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Perent a years. He predicted that it was going to continue to grow, and he thought that
shopping was going to move to the Internet . People were going to shop online .He
quit his good job and drove across the country to Seattle , Washington. There he
started an online bookstore called Amazon . com Bezos had very little money . The
company began in a garage (a building for a car ), and at first there were very few
customers (people who buy things) .
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At the Amazon.com site,people can search for abook about subject , find many
different books about that subject , read what other people think about book , order
them by credit card ,and get them in mail in two days. This kind of bookstore was a
new idea, but the business grew , In a few years , Amazon .com had 10 million
customers and sold 18 million different items in categories including books, CDs ,
toys, electronics, videos , DVDs, home improvement products (things that . You use to
fix up a house) , software, and video games . Today , at a virtual shopping mall a
group of online stores — you can buy anything from gourment food — specil , usually
expensive food — to vacations.
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Families' in almost every country are changing. This is true in rich countries and poor
ones It is true in Africa the Americas ASIA AND Europe All over the world families
are getting smaller.
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In North Africa in the past many people lived in extended families
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fifty to a hundred people lived together in a group of houses These were all family
members grandparent ,aunts , uncles ,cousins ,children and grandchildren But now this
traditional family is breaking into smaller groups .
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The traditional family in Mexico was also big . One generation ago the average
Mexican woman had seven children Today she has an average of only 2.5 children .
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Now without so many children families don’t need to spend so much money on basics
such as food clothing and housing .
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The traditional Japanese family was also an extended family — a son his parents
together But this traditional is changing Now most families are nuclear families
parents and their children — and most Japanese parents have only one or two children
These families have new problems Many men and women spend a lot of time at work .
They don’t spend much time together as a family This can be vey difficult .
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The world is changing and families are changing too There are many new types of
families but most seem to be getting smaller .
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