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Lecture 1

English Thought and Culture

Course Content:

English Thought and Culture focuses on:

The factors, roles, and aspects that have influenced English thought and culture.

Deals with the foundations of European thoughts.

Provides students with tools and skills for cross-cultural communication and dialogue with
other.
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Pre-Presentation Questions:

What is meant by “English” Thought & Culture ?

What is the definition of “Thought”?

What is the definition of “Culture”?

What are some of the main factors influencing the English Thought & Culture ?
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Background

English is a West Germanic language that was first spoken in England and is now the most widely
used language in the world. It is spoken as a first language by a majority of the inhabitants of several
nations, including the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, Ireland, New Zealand
and a number of Caribbean nations. It is the third most common native language in the world, after
Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. It is widely learned as a second language and is an official language of
the European Union, many Commonwealth countries and the United Nations, as well as in many
world organizations. English arose in the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms of England and what is now south-
east Scotland.
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*  Following the extensive influence of Great Britain and the United Kingdom from the 17th
century to the mid-20th century, via the British Empire, and of the United States since the
mid-20th century, it has been widely propagated around the world, becoming the leading
language of international discourse and the lingua franca in many regions.
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Thought:

Generally refers to any mental or intellectual activity involving an individual's subjective
consciousness. It can refer either to the act of thinking or the resulting ideas or arrangements
of ideas. Similar concepts include cognition, consciousness, and imagination. Because thought
underlies almost all human actions and interactions, understanding its physical and
metaphysical origins, processes, and effects has been a longstanding goal of many academic
disciplines including, among others, biology, philosophy, psychology, and sociology.
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Thinking allows beings to make sense of or model the world in different ways, and to
represent or interpret it in ways that are significant to them, or which accord with their
needs, attachments, objectives, plans, commitments, ends and desires.
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Culture:
Culture is "that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, law, morals,
custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society."
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* Culture = the beliefs, social forms, features, and traits of a racial, religious, or social group.
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Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture

Invasions (Politics & Economy)

Roman & Greek teachings and philosophies

Religions (Judaism & Christianity)

Theories, Movements, & Revolutions

Media & Technology.

Geography and location.

Contributions of other nations and cultures (like the Islamic and Arabic contributions).
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English Thought and culture

LECTURE2 & 3

Germanic Invasions




Lecture 2 & 3

Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture

Invasions (Politics & Economy).

Roman & Greek teachings and philosophies

Religions (Judaism & Christianity)

Theories, Movements, & Revolutions.

Media & Technology.

Geography and location.

Contributions of other nations and cultures (like the Islamic and Arabic contributions).
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Invasions

* Language affects thought and culture.
* Origin and history of English.

Germanic Invasions

- Germanic invaders entered Britain on the east and south coasts in the 5th century.
- Many cultural, social, economic, military and political events led to the development of
English from its Germanic roots.
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English Language History

English

0ld English {450- Middle English
1100) (110-1500)

T |
Early Moder Present Modern
English (1500- English {1650-
1650) present)

Old English (450 — 1100 AD)

5th century AD; three Germanic tribes invaded Britain, the Angles, the Jutes and the Saxons.

The invaders spoke languages of Germanic origin .

similarity between many English and German words: the numbers (seven sieben, eight /acht,
nine /neun, ten/ zehn) or the pronouns (mine /mein. me/mich)

Half of the most commonly used words in Modern English have Old English roots be, strong,

water.
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Middle English (1100-1500) AR T P e e

Tored thi S book al night,
In 1066 William the Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy (part ﬁs.':aﬁr;"tﬁﬁ?ﬁi ﬁwz E?Jr%??t

of modern France), invaded and conquered England. The Out of his book right as he redde, and che

new conquerors (called the Normans) brought with them a %:‘E;ﬁirguﬁ_i:tf?fg:‘%ﬁag;?g:r%ﬁggj;iﬁe

kind of French, which became the language of the Royal And up fe sterte as Sooth a wood feon
Court, and the ruling and business classes. For a period there |2nd with his fist he smoot me on the heed

was a kind of linguistic class division, where the lower classes E&Eﬂﬂrﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁsﬁr@

spoke English and the upper classes spoke French. In the e was agast, and wolde have fled his way,

i i in Britai i Till atte laste out of my swough I braide:
1l.lth century English became dominant in Britain again, but © fastou slain me, false thief" 1 saide,
with many French words added. "Und for my (and thus Rastou mordred me?
€£r 1 be Heed vit wol I Kisse thee."
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Modern English:
Early Modern English (1500 -1800)

Towards the end of Middle English, a sudden and distinct change in pronunciation (the Great Vowel
Shift) started, with vowels being pronounced shorter and shorter. From the 16th century the British
had contact with many peoples from around the world. This, and the Renaissance of Classical
learning, meant that many new words and phrases entered the language. The invention of printing
also meant that there was now a common language in print.
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Books became cheaper and more people learned to read. Printing also brought standardization to
English. Spelling and grammar became fixed, and the dialect of London, where most publishing
houses were, became the standard. In 1604 the first English dictionary was published.
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Late Modern English (1800-Present)

The main difference between Early Modern English and Late Modern English is vocabulary. Late
Modern English has many more words, arising from two principal factors: firstly, the Industrial
Revolution and technology created a need for new words; secondly, the British Empire at its height
covered one quarter of the earth's surface, and the English language adopted foreign words from
many countries.
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Varieties of English:

From around 1600, the English colonization of North America resulted in the creation of a distinct
American variety of English. Some English pronunciations and words "froze" when they reached
America. In some ways, American English is more like the English of Shakespeare than modern British
English is. Some expressions that the British call "Americanisms" are in fact original British
expressions that were preserved in the colonies while lost for a time in Britain (for example trash for
rubbish, loan as a verb instead of lend, and fall for autumn.
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Varieties of English:

Spanish also had an influence on American English (and subsequently British English), with words like
canyon, ranch, stampede and vigilante being examples of Spanish words that entered English through
the settlement of the American West. French words (through Louisiana) and West African words
(through the slave trade) also influenced American English (and so, to an extent, British English).
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Varieties of English:

Today, American English is particularly influential, due to the USA's dominance of
cinema, television, popular music, trade and technology (including the Internet). But
there are many other varieties of English around the world, including for example
Australian English, New Zealand English, Canadian English, South African English,
Indian English and Caribbean English.
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English Thought and culture

LECTURE 4

Roman And Greek Teaching
And Philosophies




Lecture 4

Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture:
Invasions (Politics & Economy).
Roman & Greek teachings and philosophies
Religions (Judaism & Christianity)
Theories, Movements, & Revolutions.
Media & Technology.
Geography and location .Contributions of other nations and cultures (like the Islamic and Arabic
contributions).

f Greek & Roman effects \

English has borrowed many Greek words. This borrowing happened centuries before our current
use of English. English is considered a Germanic language, but has been strongly influenced by French.
French is a Romance language (from Rome, which had much geographical cross over with Greece).
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/Ancient Greek philosophy: \

Ancient Greek philosophy arose in the 6th century, BC and continued through the Hellenistic period, at
which point Ancient Greece was incorporated in the Roman Empire. It dealt with a wide variety of subjects,
including political philosophy, ethics, metaphysics, logic, biology, etc.
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/Ancient Greek philosophy: \

Many philosophers today maintain that Greek philosophy has influenced much of Western thought since
its inception. Alfred Whitehead once noted: "The safest general characterization of the European philosophical
tradition is that it consists of a series of footnotes to Plato." Clear, unbroken lines of influence lead from
ancient Greek and Hellenistic philosophers, to the European Renaissance and Enlightenment.
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Ancient Greek philosophy

Socrates:

Socrates (469 BC — 399 BC) was a classical Greek Athenian philosopher.
Credited as one of the founders of Western philosophy, he is an enigmatic
figure known chiefly through the accounts of later classical writers, especially
the writings of his students Plato and Xenophon, and the plays of his
contemporary Aristophanes. Many would claim that Plato's dialogues are the
most comprehensive accounts of Socrates to survive from antiquity.
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Socrates:

Through his portrayal in Plato's dialogues, Socrates has become renowned for his contribution to the field of
ethics, and it is this Platonic Socrates who also lends his name to the concepts of Socratic irony and the
Socratic method, or elenchus.
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Socrates:

The latter remains a commonly used tool in a wide range of discussions, and is a type of pedagogy in
which a series of questions are asked not only to draw individual answers, but also to encourage fundamental
insight into the issue at hand. It is Plato's Socrates that also made important and lasting contributions to the
fields of epistemology and logic, and the influence of his ideas and approach remains strong in providing a
foundation for much western philosophy that followed.
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87%D8%AC_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8A&action=edit&redlink=1

Plato:

(424/423 BC — 348/347 BC) was a Classical Greek philosopher, mathematician,
student of Socrates, writer of philosophical dialogues, and founder of the Academy in
Athens, the first institution of higher learning in the Western world. Along with his
mentor, Socrates, and his student, Aristotle, Plato helped to lay the foundations of
Western philosophy and science.
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Plato:

The safest general characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of
footnotes to Plato. | do not mean the systematic scheme of thought, which scholars have doubtfully extracted
from his writings. | allude to the wealth of general ideas scattered through them.
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Plato:

Plato's sophistication as a writer is evident in his Socratic dialogues; thirty-six dialogues and thirteen
letters have been ascribed to him. Plato's writings have been published in several fashions; this has led to
several conventions regarding the naming and referencing of Plato's texts Plato's dialogues have been used to
teach a range of subjects, including philosophy, logic, ethics, rhetoric, and mathematics. Plato is one of the
most important founding figures in Western philosophy.
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English Thought and Culture

LECTURE S5 & 6

The Roman Empire




Lecture 5 & 6

Ancient Greek philosophy

Socrates
Plato

Aristotle

Aristotle

Aristotle (384 BC — 322 BC) was a Greek philosopher, a
student of Plato and teacher of Alexander the Great. His
writings cover many subjects, including physics,
metaphysics, poetry, theater, music, logic, linguistics,
politics, government, ethics, biology, and zoology.

Aristotle and Pupil ,Alexander
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/Aristotle \

Together with Plato and Socrates (Plato's teacher), Aristotle is one of the most important
founding figures in Western philosophy. Aristotle's writings were the first to create a
comprehensive system of Western philosophy, encompassing morality ,aesthetics, logic,
science, politics, and metaphysics.
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Aristotle

Aristotle's views on the physical sciences profoundly shaped medieval scholarship, and their
influence extended well into the Renaissance. In the zoological sciences, some of his observations
were confirmed to be accurate only in the 19th century. His works contain the earliest known formal
study of logic, which was incorporated in the late 19th century into modern formal logic. In
metaphysics, Aristotelianism had a profound influence on Christian theology. All aspects of Aristotle's
philosophy continue to be the object of active academic study today.
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Greek & Roman effects

"The Greeks had a massive influence on life today. They were the first to develop democracy.”

“ The American political system, like those of many other Western nations, is profoundly influenced
by ideas from ancient Greece and Rome. Their ideas about democracy and republican government
come from these ancient governments. Their values of citizen participation and limited government
originate in these ancient societies.
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Ancient Greece and Rome and Their Influence on Modern Western Civilization

The founders of the United States had all received a classical education. As they were forming their
own ideas about the world, they were learning about and absorbing the ideals of ancient Greece and
Rome. It is no wonder that when they were building the foundations of American government, they
looked to ancient Greece and Rome for inspiration”.
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The Roman Empire

The Roman Empire, at its height, included about a fourth of Europe, much of the Middle East, and the
entire northern coastal area of Africa. Its millions of people spoke many languages and worshipped
different gods, but they were united by the military power and government of the Romans. The city
of Rome grew from a farming village in central Italy to become the capital of the huge empire.
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The Roman Empire fell apart almost 1500 years
ago, but it still influences our lives. More than 300
million persons speak languages directly related to
Latin, the Roman tongue. Many words in English and
in other languages come from Latin. Roman law
provided the basis of the law of most European and
American nations.
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The Roman Empire and Christianity

Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 380 AD.

The Roman Emperor Constantine’s ‘Conversion’

One of the supposed watersheds in history is the ,,conversion* of the
Roman emperor Constantine to Christianity in, or about, 312 AD.
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Religions and their effects on ETC:

Christianity , Judaism, and Islam:

- Judaism: in Europe has a long history. Jewish populations had existed in Europe, especially in
the area of the former Roman Empire, from very early times.

- Islam: The influence of Islam and Muslims on ETC & Europe in General.

- Spain and Muslims (711 — 1492). Andalusia Al-Andalus became the center or torch of light,
knowledge, & sciences for all Europe. More details will be given in future lectures, God willing.
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English Thought and Culture

By: Abdul Aziz Aljassem

Lecture 7

Religions & Beliefs




Lecture 7

Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture

Invasions (Politics & Economy).

Roman & Greek teachings and philosophies
Religions (Judaism & Christianity)
Theories, Movements, & Revolutions.
Media & Technology.

Geography and location .

Contributions of other nations and cultures (like the Islamic and Arabic contributions).

Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture

Invasions

Greek & Roman effects

Ancient Greek philosophy

Religions & Beliefs

Religions and beliefs have tremendous effects on thought & culture.
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Religions & Beliefs

The world’s major religions, beliefs, and dogmas influencing the thought & culture of human
beings and their lives in general:

1. Paganism
2. Atheism
3. Hinduism
4. Buddhism
5. Judaism
6. Christianity
7. lslam
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1.Paganism

* Believing in or worshipping idols, statues, plants, rocks, mountains, rivers, animals, or other
objects.

2. Atheism

Atheism is the rejection of belief in the existence of deities. In a narrower sense, atheism is
specifically the position that there are no deities (gods).
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Before the 18th century, the existence of God was so universally accepted in the western world.

Darwin’s Theory of Evolution:

1. natural selection OB
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3. human evolution from (ape ). ﬁ(l . ¢ L.
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3. Hinduism:

They believe in many gods.

4. Buddhism :

Buddha was taken as god.

5. Judaism :

Belief in one God for the Jews only!

6. Christianity :
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Christianity

Trinity : God the father, God the sons, God the holy spirits
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7. Islam:

Belief in one true God (Allah) for all.
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Next session we will discuss remaining factors influencing the English & Western Thought & Culture

Part 4: Theories, Movements, & Revolutions:

Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.
The French Revolution.

The Renaissance.

The Enlightenment.

The American Revolution.
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English Thought and Culture

Lecture 8




Lecture 8

Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture:

Invasions (Politics & Economy).

Roman & Greek teachings and philosophies

Religions (Judaism & Christianity)

Theories, Movements, & Revolutions.

Media & Technology.

Geography and location.

Contributions of other nations and cultures ( like the Islamic and Arabic contributions ).
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Invasions

* * language affects thought and culture
*  * QOrigin and history of English.

* Germanic Invasions ( 3 tribes)
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Celts

Romans

Angles/
Saxons/
Jutes

Vikings

Normans

French

Great
Vowel Shift

English

Renaissance

International
Trade

Industrial
Revolution

Colonialism

Technology

Jargon /
Slang

Indo-European
Germanic

-
Old Frisian

-

0Old English
(Anglo-Saxon)

-

Middle English

-

Early Modern English

-

Late Modern English

-

English Today

Old English (450 — 1100 AD)

THE INDO-EUROPEAN FAMILY OF LANGUAGES

INDO-EUROPEAN €, 3500-3000 B.C.
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Middie Indian Persian

I |

ugbn 1 AD. (Aano Doenini)
| Lithoanian,  Russian, Polish, ‘

| Lettish N 3 Greek € 500 A,
\ SerboCroatian, et

I

' | I | I
Hindustani, Beagali, N, Germanle E.Gtr!mnk W, Germanic Pm\[h Prwlml Jalian Spanish Portuguese Catalan Romanian

and other modern
Indian languages

F ]
E Norse W, Norse

¢ 800-1200 A.D.
Gothie |
HighGerman Low German

L 1300 A0,
sh, Norwegan, German  Yiddish 3
Danish,  leelandic,

Gothlandic Faroese

| |
OMd Frisian AngloSaxon (" luon Low Francoalan
l (OKd English)

Frisian Middie English  Middle German  Middle Dutch

Plattdevtsch Dutch, Flemish ¢, 1700.1900 AD

5th century AD; three Germanic tribes invaded Britain, the Angles, the Jutes and the Saxons.

The invaders spoke languages of Germanic origin.

similarity between many English and German words: the numbers (seven sieben, eight /acht,
nine /neun, ten/ zehn) or the pronouns (mine /mein. me/mich)

Half of the most commonly used words in Modern English have Old English roots be, strong,

water.
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Middle English (1100-1500)

In 1066 William the Conqueror, Linguistics class division.

Early Modern English (1500 -1800)

The Great Vowel Shift.

The invention of printing.

Late Modern English (1800-Present):

Need for more new vocabulary
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Varieties of English:

Many varieties and the dominant dialect.
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Greek & Roman effects:

The importance of Greek philosophy.
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Greek Philosopher:

Socrates:
Most his writing from his student Plato.

Plato:
The founder of first Academy
His way of teaching

Aristotle:
The teacher of Alexander the Great.
All aspects of Aristotle's philosophy continue to be the object of active academic study today.
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Religions and their effects on ETC:

Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
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