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Animals and Human Language
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:Two key questions to think about
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1- Is it possible that a creature could learn to communicate with

?humans using language

2- Does human language have properties that make it so unique to be
?learned by other creatures
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Communication
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. . Communicative
Informative signals signals
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:During our communication, we need to distinguish between

Communicative signals
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It happens when someone intentionally( use language to tell

this person something)
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e.g., | am one the applicants for the vacant position of senior
brain surgeon at the hospital. This is considered as to be
.intentionally communicating something
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Informative signals
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It happens when( someone may become informed about you

through signal) s that you have not intentionally sent. For example,
someone might note that you have a cold because you sneezed
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Communication
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Both of animal communication and human language are considered to
.be means of intentional communication
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Properties of human language
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Humans are able to reflect on language and its uses. Without this
abilities humans would not be able to reflect on properties of human
.language
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1-Displacement
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It allows language users to talk about
things and events not present in the immediate environment
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Indeed, displacement allows us to talk about things and places whose
existence we cannot even be sure of
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2-Arbitrariness
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There is no natural connection between a linguistic form and its
.meaning. This connection is arbitrary

Some words in English seem to be less arbitrary such as crash and
slurp
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3- Productivity
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At is also called creativity and open-endedness
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It means that the potential number of utterances in any human language is infinite;
.unlike the communication system of other creatures

.”Animal communication lacks productivity which can be described ‘fixed reference
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4- Cultural transmission

P g i

Language is acquired through a culture with other
.speakers not from parental genes

Humans are born with some predisposition to acquire language in a
general sense; but not born with the ability to produce utterances in
specific language such as English but rather to acquire the first
.language as children in a culture

Non-humans are born with a set of specific signals that are produced
.instinctively
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Talking to animals
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Some spoken languages are directed by humans to animals, as we see
.in circus animals
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Chimpanzees and language
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In an experiment regarding teaching a chimpanzee to use a human
language, Luella and Winthrop Kellog reported that the chimpanzee
(Gua) had the ability to understand nearly 100 words but did not
.manage to any of them
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Another experiment was done by Catherine and Hayes to teach a
chimpanzee (Viki) a human language. Catherine and Hayes spent five

years attempting to get Viki to say some English Words. Viki managed
.to produce some basic words such as mama, papa and cup
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From different experiments, it was concluded that the Chimpanzees’
behavior is viewed as a type of conditioned response to cues provided
.by human trainers

Herbert’s also concluded that Chimpanzees are clever creatures who
produce certain type of behaviors to get rewards which can make
.sophisticated tricks
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Using language
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Some Chimpanzees were found capable of taking part in interaction
.with humans — using a symbol system by humans

Chimpanzees did not perform linguistically on a level comparable to a
.human child
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The behavior of a two-year human child interacting with a caregiver is
.an example of uisng language

We observe very similar behavior from Chimpanzees when they
interact with humans

Accordingly, we can say that in both cases we observe participants
.‘using language

Yet, there is a still difference in term of ‘using language’ between
.humans and non-humans
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Yet, there is a difference in term of ‘using language’ between humans
and non-humans. Such meaning of ‘using of language’ (by humans) is
the capacity to develop a complex system of sounds and structures
which allow users to use extended discourse containing infinite
number of novel utterances. It is in this more comprehensive and
.productive sense that we say that language is uniquely human
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