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A Two key questions to think about:———= Does human language have properties that make it so unique to be learned by other creatures?
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Is it possible that a creature could learn to communicate with humans using language
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Informative signalssignals: Communicative signals:

2— Productivity <€
It is also called creativity
and open-endedness.

It means that the potential
number of utterances in
any human language is
infinite; unlike the
communication system of
other creatures.

Animal communication
lacks productivity which
can be described ‘fixed
reference’.
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C Properties of human language 4
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present in the immediate
environment.

3-Arbitrariness
IDRBIENSIRG natural connection between a
linguistic form and its meaning. This connection

is arbitrary.
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% It is in this more
comprehensive and productive
sense that we say that
language is uniquely human.
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4 -Cultural transmission
Language is acquired through a
culture with other speakers not from

parental genes.

but not born with the ability to
produce utterances in specific
language such as English but rather
to acquire the first language as
children in a culture.

Non-humans are born with a set of
specific signals that are produced

instinctively.
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1 -Displacement
It allows language users to talk

about things and events not

Indeed, displacement allows us to
talk about things and places
whose existence we cannot even
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It happens when

It happens when someone

someone may intentionally use

become informed language to tell this

about you through person something

signals that you S e et ik g
have not iy =
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intentionally
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% some Chimpanzees
capable of taking part
ininteraction with
humans — using a symbol
system by humans.
Chimpanzees did not
perform linguistically on a
level comparable to a
human child.
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_D Talking to animals

In an experiment regarding teaching a chimpanzee to use a
human language, Luella and Winthrop Kellog reported that
the chimpanzee (Gua) had the ability to understand nearly

100 words but did not manage to any of them.
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speech sounds like humans

D3 From these experiments and others, it was concluded that non-human primates do not actually have the
physical and structural ability (vocal tract) to articulate the sounds used in speech.
Chimpanzees, apes and gorilla can all communicate with a wide range of vocal calls, but they just cannot make
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m Another experiment was done by Catherine and Hayes to
teach a chimpanzee (Viki) a human language. Catherine and
Hayes spent five years attempting to get Viki to say some
English Words. Viki managed to produce some basic words
such as mama, papa and cup
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