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The Origins of language
dall) J gpual

* % %

Introduction to linguistics
cilall) b dasia

1- Linguistics includes the systematic and scientific study of language.
s dadl dpalal) g duagiall Al Al el gall) Jaudi g*

2 -Linguistics is concerned with understanding the structure and
nature of language which is divided into: phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics.

ale g il gual) ale 1 M) acdiii ) ARd)) dagid g Ay agdy cily gall) Jas
Aalad )yl g NS Alaall sl cliasl b ) ga g il gu)

3 - Linguistics deals with other perspectives on language which are represented
in specialized or interdisciplinary branches such as sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, neuro linguistics and second language acquisition.

aaial) ol dawadiall £ g dl B Jial Al dall) e g AT cilga g Jglity g culy galli*
Aall) ale g ¢ uSiinn gl g g Jla Cilianaddl) 3
AN ARl GleadS) g (uSian gl g ) gl ¢ oaudil)




Before we start: we
should be aware that :
1) A ol Ay rlad o U

1 -We do not know how language was originated. Yet, we know that
spoken language developed thousand years before written language.

A el cldd culs s G el Y o
A giSal) dall) 3@ cpaiad) YT Cau g 48 ghatal) dall) of alad cad g (Y

2- It is estimated that some spoken languages have developed
between 100,000 and 50,000 years ago .

Lle 50 000 5 100,000 (i g 8 48 ghaial) lall) (g o skl (hag*
3-Written languages have developed nearly 5000 years ago.
45w 5000 g dia 4 gial) lall) i g 28 g*

4 -There is ability of producing sounds and vocal patterning which is
shared among different creatures such as fish and birds; but that is not
human language.
ClB glAall ¢y LGS jldia ally AN A guall 48 330 5 il g L) Ao jaht) ellia g
A pdal) A2l a 138 (il oKL g ¢ gadall g Slandl) Jia ddliAal)

5 -No physical evidence relating to the speech of our distant ancestors
.that might tell us how language was existed in the early stages
Jal pall 8 Aall) aa g cuilS Cins U3 o8 Baey Uaaal cillady Juats ale ) 40
B 53l




Speculations about the sources of
the origins of language

s Jga( sl ] ina ol cligSilipss
dall) J gual

2-The natural sound source

1-The divine source (bow-wow/pooh-pooh theories)
) Jad 0354 59-55) (bl Cipall juae*
(Bl 055

4 -The physical adaptation source

3 -The social interaction source (teeth and lips/mouth and tongue
Lelaiay) Jelidl) sl and larynx and pharynx)

9 pdlifolddd) Ql.'w‘i\) () Al jaaa®
(podall g 3 adadly Gludl)

5 - The tool-making source (the The genetic source (innateness

human brain) hypothesis)

(srd) Jaadl) ada 313] jaaall (Aa_d) Aosh iaall




1-The divine source
‘;@JY‘ JM.AS‘

Divine is related to God or Creator
AL ) b Jas A

In most religions, it is believed that language appears to be a divine
.source that provides human with language

Some experiments confirm that if human infant get deprived of
hearing language around them, they would spontaneously begin using
God or Creator-given language in the Psamtik story

ARl ae 4yl anii Al Agl) jdaa 40) gau ARl of dllay g cclill) alies

Jdgant) dla o ladll (e 5
o1 A aladin) fadia A she Ll cagldsn 433 Slam (pa o) il ) e e

. iilace duall) 8 43l GUAY g g

Yet, other experiments - of children who lived in isolation without
contact with humans - did not confirm the results of divine-source
experiments as in the Cases of Victor and Aveyron who were
discovered in the 18th century; as they did not show a spontaneous
language, as in the previous experiment
~oabil g Juai) (93 A (B Ggdimy Gull) JUlaMU- (g AT et asiyi al (oY) Aa
Jadl 58 LS g¥) sduaal) oo jladl) il
Oalil) G AN (A LgBLIIS) &5 Cpdll ¢y 80 9 5iSh ca (B
AR A anl) B Jlad) oa LaS (g gie dRd gl ol gl Las ¢ e




2- The natural sound source

(Ambll Gpall juaa

This view is based on the concept that natural sounds which are attained
through the auditory system that develops before birth which later develop to identify
.sounds in the environment

This will help humans to connect between a sound and the thing (or organ) producing that
.sound

Imitation of natural sounds lead to the development of primitive words (which were heard
.(by early menand women around them

Jespersen (1922) called this idea of acquiring natural sounds ‘Bow-wow’ and ‘Pooh-pooh’
.theories

Cre 8a LAY & ga) Lndal) 0 aggda ) aSien i 130
Al B il gal) waatl Gy cBg B ekl Al Y el S8 ekl 0 e allai DA

Cagaal) 13gd daiiall (Ain gf) 5 Al g Cigua G Jua 53l pdial) 138 Se L g

Jia ) Jil sl cra pam A) Aol cilall) gl ) (53758 Aadall & gua) K
(e sludll g

Blslaa Ayl dpudall il gudlY) Ao Jguaadl 3 S8 038 and (1922) Cy o
b Bt "o g o g "dadal) <) guad




Bow-wow theory

dadal) &) gual) BlSlana 4y s

It focuses on imitation of sounds then using it to refer to objects (even
.when they are not present), e.g. Coo-Coo

In every language, there are words which seem to be naturally
occurring sounds such as splash and boom; which may refer to sounds
.similar to the noises they describe

Yet, it is hard to see how soundless things (low branch) or abstract
concepts (truth) have been referred to in a language that echoed
natural sounds. Therefore, the view that language is only a set of
.words to describe names for things not always necessary

() il Y 8 LES daladial af cil gual) Al e S s
_@a.n-&;.udfu c(s.}ﬁywéu.\lﬁ
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Pooh-pooh theory

ddbalal) dysaatl) &) gual) 4y s

While this theory is based on that speech developed from the
.instinctive sounds people make in emotional circumstances

So, the original sound of language came from natural cries of emotion
.such as pain, anger or joy

Words such as Ah!, Wow!, Ooh! are all used with sudden intakes of
.breath; unlike when we want to talk which is the opposite

8 Jrad A 3 56 Gl gaal Gl (e Al QOIS G e Ay phill oda i cps A
Asible (a5 5k

A ol cumdd) A e dabalall A pdall A s (e dall La) O geal) lld ela

e soanll oaliall 3l ae 2300 LIS ol ] el #lad AR Jie GlS
A Se g g daadll 4 i Ladie (S




3-The social interaction source

=lhay) Jelddl) joaa

This view is based on the idea that the source of our language is the
physical effort of several people and interaction which is to be
.coordinated

It happens when a group of early humans develop a set of hums,
.groans ... etc. that were used when they were carrying things

It claims that the development of human language takes place in a
.social context through groups

Groups are important particularly in the past to main communication;
which had different uses within their social interaction

3 Sall ) il 13 Aty
Lisia ()5S 3 Jeliill 5 i) (e =l Sl agadl Uil jacaa ol ALl

Gl (Gaea e S Qg B il (e de ganse s die Gl Cuaay
Ll slasy 15308 Ladie axadios <l )

e ganall PA o elaial JUa) 8 ot 4 ) Ball) el o) ae 3

a3 & daliaae cilalaatinl Lgaal Al eda Hll LA oalell 8 dals dadls Gl el
s=laiay) e.@lr_




4- The physical adaptation source

TR R R

This source is based on physical features human processes
that are distinct from other creatures (particularly non-humans) which
.may have enabled speech production

Our (human) ancestors showed adaptation to up-right posture and
.revised role for the front limbs

Adaptation (or changed) happened to fossilized skeletal structures
which later began to be similar to modern humans

AY) il glaal) oo Calids Al 4y pdal) cillead) Al 5l pailadd) ) aiug 138 juaa
AN L) (e 2B Laa (el i Lasa ¥) (s

Agaal) ddi kY g9 il g (4 ydall) Ualaa) cpadd) o i gall pa ciusil) jedi

Qﬁjgéh,\gﬂ\w&d\d&q@\s‘)@&g@i&n(ﬁj)dﬁ‘
Rpsnll Al Ape 5 323

.This (partial) adaptation appeared to be more relevant to speech

Such features would not enable speech in some primates; yet they are
clues that a creature with similar features might have the capacity for
speech production

LS Aba JiS] (ASad) chusil) 138 o gau
Gstia 098 38 A1) oy an g cciladiall any A SN S O Jaa gl o

?M\ Gm\ ulﬁ 3).13.“ :\.g.ehﬂ.n < e &a




Teeth and lips

LAY ¢ i)

Human teeth are different from other creatures. They
.are suitable to produce sounds such as F or V

.Human teeth are upright and suitable for chewing

Human lips have intricate muscle interlacing more than other
.primates

.Human lips are appropriate to produce sounds such as P or Band M
(i ) Jia ) gl Z LY dsaliay il glial) il g AR Glady) ol
(ved) s
Joaall dualia g adiind Gty Gl
LAY colzall) Claw ) (e AST Banae ASudia Abae e 4 yid) oli

2 sb ol 4y Jia i) gua¥) LY duailia Ay pdd) oY




Mouth and tongue

Olealll g adl)

Human mouth are small compared to other creatures;
as a part of an extended vocal tract with an L-shape not straight path
.from front to back

Human tongue are shorter, thicker and more muscular than other
.creatures; to produce a variety od sounds inside the oral cavity

The intricate muscles in mouth and tongue and lips and teeth help to
articulate a wider range of shapes and a more powerful delivery of
sounds produced through these shapes

A 5aally 5 s L) b

IS A sall 4 saaall llliaall o ¢ a8 i laall (o la ye pe

sl Al (e dagiise pe jluss |

S8l el (o ) Ll

0 (i a3 J313 0d <l seal de sena LY (s AN ClE SR (e CDlaall ST 5 Kaw
lie dad 5 de gama (g2 il LY oLl g ladll 5 adll 8 Baize CiMiae el
JSEYT oda DA (e i S ) saal) (e (5 B arlsi s JISEY




Larynx and pharynx

psrlidl s 3 dad)

uman larynx is ‘voice box” which comprises of vocal folds and voca
H | 5 box’ which f | fold d |
.cords; which different other creatures larynx

.Larynx helps human to choke on pieces of food

Human pharynx has a longer cavity than many other creatures; which
works as a resonator for increased range and clarity of the sounds
produced through the larynx and vocal tract

(larynx AalSl caal jo Lia Ulac) 3 jaiall a3 (S g a8 AS) ga 45yl 3 jaiall
3 yaia oo aliad Al e pall JLal) g 4 gaall cillall (e Cally 201

GAY) il i)

AR O gall e Aadad g3 e Ay 80l 5 paiall aelud

ObL S Jamy s £5 JAY) B Al e IS e Jshal Clngad al (55l o el
4..13}.\.4]\ &M‘JB‘)A.\AS\ é..j‘)lau.c @t_\\)mg}\ wcy}\}éuzdg‘)}

Therefore, there are advantages of getting this extra vocal power to
outweigh the potential disadvantages from an increased risk of
chocking which might lead to death

Cra Adaiaall (g ghucal) (358 Adla) 45 gual) 43Ul 220 Jo J paall Lyl Je Gl (Mg
Sl ) a8 Al GUEAYL Alay) gl al




5 - The tool-making source

alay é"‘ A

It is speculated that human hands and manual gestures may have been
.a precursor of language

Two million years ago, human managed to develop preferential right-
handedness and had become able to make stone tools; tool-making is
.evidence of a brain at work

Aall gl 585 3B 4 gaal) lplag) g Cleadl) &y (b ligSS llia
(el ) aladiad Juady L) cpadill gl (ya CuiSAl (Cudaa A gula 2

A Sl 138 i Bl Ay jaad) <l gAY Jra e 5 a8 il g
Jaadl i fladll 3ga

The human brainl

¢ sl §Llanl)

The human brain is lateraliztion ; where it has different functions for
.each hemisphere

Left hemisphere of the brain is responsible for complex vocalization
and speaking

Interestingly, motor cortex that controls the muscles of the arms and
hands is next to articulatory muscles of face and jaw. It is believed that
there is a connection between the language-using and tool-using
.abilities of humans

Adlid (il g feall (pa el JS o ) Gua | shial g (g ) £l
Ajaa g balea ad jalia (o Jgsmall fladll o ) Fall Ciuad
B8 ) g il g (e ) A CBlae B aSaly S al) B pdal calaiadd el ¢

) ) 508 3] aladiina g cAall) aladia) Cpn ABDe Sy ) Al g i) g A o) CBLe




The human brain (2)

(2) el Lo

Many speculative proposals argue that the origins of speech is based
on human producing single noises to indicate objects in their
environment. Yet, it lacks structural organization. All languages require
the organizing and combining of sounds and signs in specific
.arrangement

Lad) Jobyg

BN Aaiial) 53 yha L) gual Glaady) ) Al 23S J gual Of Ay jliaal) il B} (ya
A8 L] (M) aa g age Aaldd) L) B i<t )

a1 Al JLEY) g il ) rad g andiil Gl clalll pian, aiSl) JSgd) ),

The human brain (3)

3 sl glaall

In terms of tool-making, it is not enough for human to grasp one rock (to make one
sound) but need to bring two rocks to create proper contact with the first and to
develop a tool

In terms of language structure, the human may have developed the naming ability first
for producing consistent noise; then to bring another specific noise to build a complex

message
G OSlg (A9 Cigea Jaad) Baal g 8 Aua agd (LB LA Y B3] aduay (alay Lagh
314 pdagg Y ae anbad) JLai) sLEY jsdual) (pe Cndl s ) dala

Lasd
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6- The genetic source (innateness hypothesis)

Z\.i.m J.ﬂ.aA.A @U

(308 A f) ) jaad

The

human baby are born with larynx that is higher in the throat that is to
.breathe and drink at the same time

After a few months, the larynx descends, the brain develops and start
.walking and talking

In fact, young child’s language is complex and seen as more than
physical adaption of species. It seems that language is an innate
‘feature; what is known as ‘innateness hypothesis

(B gl) (il (B pdh g il 0 glal) (A Ao B adall g (g pdall Cpdad) Ay
Cuaally dall B padly okl flaall 3 padall jasdy LB el aay

o ST il Gl (g3 e Ll iy g Sl iaall gkl a1 (gB1sY i
A B oy Ui jay La 6y b dace dall) & 3m5 .81 53Y)

The ‘innateness hypothesis’ refers to something in human genetics as
.the source, possibly a crucial mutation

As we consider this hypothesis, there is a movement from fossil
evidence or the physical source of adaptation towards analogies with
(how computer work (being pre-programmed or hard-wired

I A (L SV AR

Aala B ik Layy gdaalls 4y il 45 ol ale Ao b ) ppda

Sl palall jhaall of Ay sdaly) DAY (e AS o ALY (Al i) 02y et L) LaS
(Astd) of U Ana e (o2 5) gl Jas 488 pa ulil) ola) aa




Yet, we are not sure when this rapidly genetic change might take place
.or how it might relate to the physical adaptation

B gl A gl Bt of Say A1) ol A il 138 die (ha (pasiia Lid (dlld pajg
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