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Structuralism usually designates a group of French thinkers who were influenced by
Ferdinand de Saussure’s theory of language
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- Structuralism developed firstin & ¥ <l 4y gl &l glaill
1. Anthropology with Claude Levi-Strauss, (! yiu-cal 3 S daul 53 GV ale
2. literary and cultural studies with Roman Jackobson, Roland Barthes, Gerard
Gennette, s ) s Gl allis e Sla e s — 48N 5 4] cilad )
3. Psychoanalysis with Jacques Lacan, G\SY s sSla  owdill Jalail)
4. Intellectual History with Michel Foucault , sS s Jalise — (5 S8l & )l
5. Marxist Theory with Louis Althusser sl (sl adasd 51 40 Ll 4y lail)

- Structuralism is interested in the conventions and the structures of the
literary work= JLEAYL Gila oY) Jaal) S 5 21 adign CilS 4 gaidl)

- Semiotics "the general science of signs" = Saussure and Charles
Sanders Pierce. ( plall <l LY ale) asibuand) LS

- Semiotics) )ikl | though, is the general study of signs in behaviour and
communication that avoids philosophical speculation and cultural critiques
that marked Structuralism= Jual sl 5 &l slull & il JLES dale il )2 98 Al ale
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Roland Barthes : French Structuralism=a modern invention

- Barthes reminds the reader in this essay that the idea of the “author” is a modern < b
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- the author is a modern figure, a product of our modern society. It emerged with English
empiricism -- 4l ¥ ) seda g Cunall aainall #lH 5 6 jaae apadld o al<l)

- Literature is tyrannically centered on the author, his life, person, tastes and passions <2Y!
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- The Function of the Author:

- The explanation of a work is always sought in the man or woman who produced it.
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- The Death of the Author

- Barthes proposes that literature and criticism dispose of the author —the metaphor
of “the death of the author.” »_laiu¥) alasiul g (SIS Ayl Je ¥ a8 o S5k 7 i

- the Author is removed, he says, the claim to decipher a text becomes quite futile.



Structuralism and Poststructuralism proved that meaning is not fixed by or located
in the author’s ‘intention.” Lls Jala Masaa o) i e — Jmall Gl 4y gaill ey Lo g 4 gaill <)
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- Barthes rejected the idea that literature and criticism should rely on “a single self-
determining author, in control of his meanings
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From ‘Work’ to ‘Text’
Barthes- it is language that speaks and not the author who no longer determines
meaning.. <&l Gl alSs ) 4 aalll 3L xie

From Author to Reader

- Barthes wants literature to move away from the idea of the author in prder to
discover the reader, and more importantly, in order to discover writing.
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A text is made of multiple writings, drawn from many cultures and entering into
mutual relations of dialogue, parody, contestation, but there is one place where this
multiplicity is focused and that place is the reader, not, as was hitherto said, the
author. -——-- CONEN ea IISall 138 g 4paa0edl) 48 Syt aal g (S Slia

The birth of the reader has cost ---- the death of the Author

From Work to Text
- The text is plural, “a tissue of quotations. < LullLiY) (e i 58 5 pen 58 il



