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Strategy

Skimming for the Topic and Main Idea
You can skim a reading to identify the topic and the main idea. To skim, read the

title and any subheadings, look at any photos and diagrams, read the first two and {
N the last two sentences of each paragraph, read quickly, and don‘t read every word,

The topic of a paragraph is what the paragraph is about. T hi

phrase. The main idea of a paragraph is what the writer wants to say about the
E c;\y topic—giving information and/or his or her opinion about the topic. Sometimes, a
sentence or two includes the main idea of the paragraph. This is often the first or
second sentence in the paragraph. The other sentences give details about the
main idea.
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46 The workers need to take out wallpaper, carpet, and furniture
have many responsibilities. The pronoun refers back to:
(‘) wallpaper, carpet, and furniture
(<) responsibilities
== (z)the workers
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4 7 We Can use Sca’nning to-' 35322:1nsianareadingtoﬁnd information quickly.

(‘) read in detail

i ding
o) write a report about. the reading :
- EC)) find information quickly ¥4 A - i
(2) all of the above G

1 oridlocks-
eople spend houfsu‘rl‘:i%m{fxcets do s

does Ot MOVE™ Ty il
ined word meanS. il Jlall g 500
accident ;o ay ool i s g1y

48 Every day, P
that it simply
it. The under!

ffic don't MOVE
by t'[fgc ights wher® \
( ) at r ~ .o ahOVE 1 aal ﬁm\gh

S i SR

N\ Gyl =




T Tasa AYVET IV ITE Gy e
m’m,_- -’1‘:'

<
RCSearc
to do wi?h“;‘mil‘ﬂabigmbyﬂ\emzm.mh 1
) say in a dvaf water. The underlined word means: something
gu.-) Enuse ce what will happen 4 g ' i
Z)work to m g Gl - ?“’
(2) all of the a‘:;evzomethmg worse )yl *

In neighbor
hoods th
trash s at garbage trucks can't reach ; »
g)tobzrzg:qal centers. The underlined word means me i
(L.)) garba . £
irbage trucks 19 daied - .
(z) neighborhoods 3 o] ekt

# ©) garbage

Resear
ch has confirmed that smoking is harmful. It negatively affe

our li
l'lVCS. The pronoun refers back to:
(") Research

== () Smoking
(z) harmful

(2) it

40  The abbreviation 'e.g.' means: ! ;
() that is YO i - g gt ekt
(<) in extra

38

39

just outside Paris that is sit
naller. The underlined word m

ek to buy some ni¢
. The pronoun reft

S e

N\ o o




heTOptc and Main Idea
rea_ding m Iden'afy the topic and the mam :dea To sklm reaa me

ug_\ g-\\ é\gﬂ

N\ S S




