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Introduction to American Literature
Dr. Bassam Abuzeid

Lecture Fourteen - Samples of American Drama:

A One-act Play

Trifles
A Play by Susan Glaspell (1876-1948)

Setting
....... The time is the early twentieth century during cold
weather.
Aokl Gaalall Oy plad) oy 58 Jil 5l sa Bl @
The action takes place in the kitchen of a farmhouse in the
American Midwest.
éﬁ‘ﬁ\@;?\u}i\uﬁﬁ)mc_\h@d@\dﬁ o
The author describes the scene and the characters as
follows:
A sl e luad Sl g agdall Calgall Cainy @
The kitchen in the now abandoned farmhouse of John
Wright, a gloomy kitchen, and left without having been put
in order—unwashed pans under the sink, a loaf of bread
outside the breadbox, a dish towel on the table—other
signs of incompleted work.
O30 s oS smbaalle G sa Cul )3 ) sagade e A bl GY) o
Bstia ) Sl e i ) () Gl Al gk e due V) (alhas
JaiSs ol s Al Jlae ! g sailall e gk dddia ¢ 3uall
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e At the rear the outer door opens, and the Sheriff comes in,
followed by the county Attorney and Hale.
b s laliall alall e el aily « salad) il s ¢ oaJAY Ll iy alAl) é o
e The Sheriff and Hale are men in middle life, the county Attorney is
a young man; all are much bundled up and go at once to the
stove.
LS5 enls 58 Aadaliall alall il 5 ¢ pand) Ciaiia & Jla ) (e an Jub g iy @
A8 gall () sy () (B adig Aaglia SIS Glld (e Arana
e They are followed by the two women—the Sheriff's Wife first; she
is a slight wiry woman, a thin nervous face.
et G Len s cabind dasn 31 el Ll ¢ I oY) Hodldllang) @
e Mrs. Hale is larger and would ordinarily be called more
comfortable looking, but she is disturbed now and looks fearfully
about as she enters.
oni Ll oY) o815 Gl sl ST sole o o 5 e ST a3l o
Jsaall liy Casati Ll pan g zle 1YL
e The women have come in slowly and stand close together near
the door. (Glaspell)

ALl el (el Lpdany (e dy 85 edan (gl A cluall Cels @
(Glaspell)

o Characters <luadlll
e John Wright: Murder victim who lived with his wife in a
farmhouse.
Ac ) el iy Adds g ) ae il o) JBll dpsia iyl y G @
e He was said to be an upright but "hard" man.
"ma " (Sl afiie da) QSIS e
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e Minnie Foster Wright: Wife of John Wright and his accused
murderer. She is being held in the county jail.
la jladial &g 4l day ja A agiall 0l ) Hsndns) iyl ) Sugd e e

e The dialogue in the play suggests that her husband,
though honest and clean-living, was a taskmaster and a
miser who made life miserable for his wife.

OS5 alall Cadai g (3ol ae a5 5 OF (A ady s sl 3 ) sall @

LA g Al shall Jaa (sl 5 Jian dpelha

e Apparently, he wrung the neck of a canary that his wife
kept in a cage to sing and brighten her dreary life. In
retaliation, the dialogue suggests, Mrs. Wright killed her
husband in similar fashion, wringing his neck with a rope.
ol 4 hadiad Al 5 5 CulS il US4 ) ¢ 55l (S anla e o

Sapd) S s 5 ) sad) 8 QYT s e 5 4 Lgilim iy ol
Uiy i g 55 Alflan 28 kot Lo 33 230

e Mr. Hale: Man who tells the the sheriff and the county
attorney that he stopped at the Wright place on his way to
town with a wagonload of potatoes. With him was his
helper Harry. Hale planned to ask John Wright to share
with him the cost of a party telephone line.

o g ) dadaliall aladl Clall ) guladl Sy 52l Ja ) idaa il @
488 4y S &M\wdw@ua‘mé\@)}a@wbuﬁu&
Laal) CallSy ane A8 jliall cul 5 gsa b o i a Jim 5 o2c L

il
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e After entering the Wright farmhouse, Hale and Harry discovered
the body of John Wright. The county attorney calls upon Hale to
recount what he saw.

pladl Cilill 5l ) g A d 5 s QAlES) ) g de ) e JsAd e
o)k d sale) ) e dakladll

e Harry: Mr. Hale's helper.

. d.us J,y.d\ Ac Lisa IL..SJL*’ ®

e Sheriff Peters: County lawman who holds Mrs. Wright in jail.

Ol (Al e sl Jesy (g3l Aadaliall G sal) a5 sin selall @

e George Henderson: County attorney.

Arbladl seda syt zH @

e He and Peters scour the farmhouse for clues that will hold up in a
court trial.

.MM\QMQTL@LS&MJ‘éid&h&&)ﬂ‘%%iﬁjd& °

e Mrs. Hale: Wife of Mr. Hale. While the sheriff and the county
attorney search the Wright property for evidence, Mrs. Hale and
the sheriff's wife discover clues to the murder among trivial items
they find in the kitchen.

ClSliag QMMG.J?M\ gcdd\))ym\u.'\:\g A allda gy dw s e
g dasad (88 ) gald) a5 55 Ja sl Al e Jpaall il g 5a
 Gbaall W san 5 468l pualic (o Jadll

e Mrs. Peters: Wife of the sheriff.

Dsaball a5 sin sl @

e Frank: Deputy sheriff.

sakall s seli) 3 o

e Dr. Lloyd: County coroner.

Aol o Ll Canlall sasl Sl o
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e Type of Work and Year of Publication

4l A g Jand) £ 5 0

e Trifles is a one-act play centering on two women who
discover murder clues that county officials regard as trivial.
sl elill e i) (e 3S 5 0 g Juad (e das s & Trifles o

gl Al Y 5mn U ey il JiE o i ) SRS,
e But the play is not a murder mystery. Rather, it is a cultural
and psychological study that probes the status of women in
society and their intuitive grasp of reality.

Al ya oo 8 oke e el e Yoy (J8 A a ad Cud das judll (K15 0
é\jﬂ ?@_..uh}caﬁ;d\uﬁa\).d\ = ésug\mjé\_\sli\
e Glaspell wrote the play in 1916 for the Provincetown
Players, a Massachusetts acting group that she and her

husband, George Cram Cook, founded in Massachusetts in
1915.

Jiiadll Ao gana ¢ puiid g eV ANV T Ll Q;Z\:\AJM\Glaspellg_ﬂS °
i s 1Y 5 8 ol S S 7y m Lo s L i s
YAYo ale 8

e The Title's Meanings-¢)) siad) (lxa
e The title refers to more than the items in the Wright home
that Peters, Henderson, and Hale regard as irrelevant and
Mrs. Peters and Mrs. Hale regard as significant.
S Ol O e G sasasall jualiall e JST ) Gl siall iy o
L iiay o 3aaudl 5 ) yin apd) s Alia 1Dy W yiiag Jad 5 60 gy
g il e
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It also refers to the men's view of the women as trifles and their
observations as unimportant.
g e agillaae s ALES oLl (e Jla N Sl den sl Lia ul il o
It is likely also that the murder victim regarded the bird as an
annoying trifle.
Aas e dalil 4l et ikl J8 Ll o) Liagl s el (0 @
To Mrs. Wright, it was apparently one of her few sources of joy.
a8 Holias e il aae e Baal g san le e cuilS ) (g sadand) o
Climax-5 g3
....... The climax occurs when the two women discover the dead
bird, enabling them to envision the events leading up to the
murder of John Wright.
Galaal) ) geal (e agiSal g lise yiall WEiSH (3] jall Lanie Ghasy350Al L °
ol o Jiie )l

Symbols -Jse
Bird: Mrs. Wright's spirit.

_Q,)\JBJ:\J\CJJ ;JELJ:J\ °
Cage: John Wright's oppression (or immuration) of his wife and
her spirit.
L5548 s 3)( immuration) sl cul) O s lgdaal (il o
Stove, Cold House, and Broken Jars: When the stove fire goes out,
the house temperature drops below freezing and all but one of
the jars of preserves break.
5 a0y kil Ul 8 ge Ladie 15y suSal) )l jally el call i sall o
bl Sl s g saal Ll apeall juSy jieall caad aidsi J il
The stove fire appears to represent John and Minnie Wright's
marriage.
Sl Szl gy g Jiiall g Ul Mg @
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e The fire probably goes out just before or immediately after
the murder.
Juie Y dlae a3yl ol Jid (e Ul CaXilay @
e The resulting freezing temperatures crack the jars of
preserves, apparently representing Minnie's mental well
being. The jar that remains intact seems to symbolize the
modicum of sanity left to her and the hope for a brighter
future that Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters envision for her.
alic say e o i cllaall )l s paa pand #ili 3 ) wll Sl )2 @
& Jill e Q) e 8 0 saw g dalu D135 Y A B ad) Agh e e
485 ety 5 yin sall g Jia g sasl) O W80 JSH e & JaY s Ll
A
e Unevenly Sewn Quilt Block: Mrs. Wright's disturbed mental
condition.
Alial) Cyf Bl Alls a4 gluia jue adad JSG CElalll dLA o
A el
e Rope: Minnie Wright's usurpation of male power.
OS5 A ) il il o
e Strangulation is a man's method of killing.

JEN 8 s N A,k s 33l e
e In her rebellion against her domineering husband, Minnie
musters the strength to murder like a man, thus perversely
asserting her equality.

6d§)1.€_\is‘5d.\sﬂa‘5ﬂ\luu@mc L@AJJ J\JM‘ML%JJAJL; ®
oSl (S 3 slusall Sl Ul
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e Themes

e Casting Off Male Oppression-_sSill alghal cua Cildy)

* ... In 1916, when Glaspell wrote Trifles, male-dominated society
continued to deny women the right to vote and severely limited their
opportunities in offices, industries, legislatures, and the marketplace.

cainall e i) 5 SA Jal g ¢ clalall Jaudla i€ Laxie VAV T Gle 4 o

Sleliall g oilall & 4Ll 3 gana (a ji g Sy geaill 8 B3all e 3 pal) e jal
" Gl 5 cmy ) gl
In the home, the husband was king and the wife a mere vassal.
LU da g il g dlla z o3l S5 ed il 4 e
In carrying out one of the most important and demanding tasks in all
of society, rearing children, she frequently received little or no help
from her spouse.
Lo | S il gl (Juala) g 53 ¢ aaiaall JSo Lilkai g algall aal (e 3aa) 5 285 & o
Leas) (e saelie (s 5l SX
e The typical lower- or middle-class wife spent much of her time in the
kitchen, cooking, baking, canning, and stoking the stove fire.
b Ly e AN ) A8l ) o) duad saill gl Jada g 3l) aE e
" 38 gl U Jlaily 5 ccel) 5 ¢ 3ol g cgrdal) cgrlal

e In"leisure™ hours, she sewed, knitted, darned, and quilted.

) JJLAJ ¢ M e adalAll 4aSLall c"&\)ﬂ\ LLGJ" Cile L Lé °

e Women who worked outside the home usually held jobs as secretaries,

clerks, waitresses, nannies, housekeepers, washerwomen, and manual
laborers in factories.

(Ol ye cYals cL_uSA\j @)\.\JSJ\ LJ.\\.LU Bale daxs d).ml\ CJ\A uLuu L_,’_\)d\ cLll o

.c_'ﬁha.d\ uﬁ Qﬁ)q..ﬂ\ d\.uj\j ¢ Yozl cdj\j.d\ PRt
e There was no minimum wage for these women.
alall 6 5el S ol as @llia Syl o
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e Rare was the female physician, lawyer, archeologist, business
executive, or professional athlete.

e However, thanks in large part to pioneering work by women social
reformers in the nineteenth century, the women of the early twentieth
century began to demand fairer treatment and equal rights.

3l sl Jd e sab )l Jasd) () 4 50S 6 a8 Jazadl) as y cclld e @
Adaall Yae YT gyl ¢ 8l Jil ol 8 e luall calay ¢ pdie aldll o 58l A laiaY)
Alalaall 5 (358l 8 8] sbsally

o Glaspell's play presents one radical woman rebel, Mrs. Wright, who
goes to the extreme to free herself of male domination.

3 gaal) ‘5.43‘21 t_vAASu_J\ «Cul y Bl c:\.éjlalo'éif\ Jﬂua)udmhuﬁ‘\_\;w °
DS e (e Lguads il

e [t also presents two quiet rebels, Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters, who side
with Mrs. Wright and withhold evidence that the sheriff and the
county attorney need to establish a motive for Mrs. Wright's alleged
crime.

by Bamall ae Liia ¢ i 3aad) 5 i 3asd) Alaledl (o paiall (o (il (2 2y LS o
eyl ol ) adlall o) ) dalay dadaliall sladl cailill 5 salall of e Aol ana
) Basall da e all

e Women's Intuition-3iall (uaa
* ....... So-called women's intuition demonstrates its power in this
play when Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters discover household
items, which the men regard as trifles, that lead to the
establishment of a motive for Mrs. Wright's crime.
Jua Bl Ladie doa pusall o3 818 B peday eluaill s o ba o
25 i) eclalis Jla U o siny () ¢ oY) CilSlion (AR 3 in sasdl
“ ) Bl A s o) s pdlall L) )
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e The implication here is that women possess abilities that can
complement and augment those of men.
Al e ay i JeSi o)) oS @l a8 el 31 pall o g8 Ua Sl Jixdl) @
Jasll dalal
e A society that limits women's use of their talents is the poorer
for doing so.
iy alall |58 KV ga agaal el 31l alasiul (he 2ny (52l aainal ) o
o lronyay il
° ....... Sheriff Peters and County Attorney George Henderson
pride themselves on their powers of detection and logical
reasoning.
e agniily (55388 (g pnia e anklial) peda i Hseldl L o
(sihaiall a5 aLEsY) agilal
e But it is the two women, Mrs. Peters and Mrs. Hale, who
discover the clues and establish a motive amid seemingly
Innocuous items in the Wright home.
g1l 2L 5 ¢l ) iy ) e sasadl 5 ) s sasdl 5 ol yall (S0
Sl Jie b Aa a8 Al oY) CilSliae Ja
e The trifles with which the men say the women concern
themselves turn out to be the key evidence that the men are
looking for.
i) Ay ) ) Jsaty Lt Jais oLl () (6l 8y Jla ) il il o
A O sian da )l
e The story ends with an ironic exchange between Henderson
and Mrs. Hale:
1A Bapall 5 & sy G A Al ol ae dadll G5 @
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e COUNTY ATTORNEY (facetiously).
(g la (k) deklidl alas o
e Well, Henry, at least we found out that she was not going to
quilt it.
Adde Gala o) calS Ll Laa s J8Y1 e o
e She was going to—what is it you call it, ladies!
MRS. HALE (her hand against her pocket).
| s gl pansi TS 4le 5 Lo ) Leiy sl 3 culS Ll o
e We call it—knot it, Mr. Henderson
Osm i 2 ¢ 338e Lepand (Lo e L) Jaa o2l @

Study Questions and Writing Topics
) gall 44U g Al jall Ali)

1..Analyze the following passage from the play, then answer the
question that follows it:
Al L ) gl e Y Q5 ds ued) (e U adaiall Jilas e
o MRS. HALE. Well, I guess John Wright didn't wake when they was
slipping that rope under his neck.
Ay s Jaall (333 Ladie iy Al cul ) gsa o atie] i Jia sl o
e MRS. PETERS. No, it's strange. It must have been done awful crafty
and still.
Yy e Sadee 805K O g e Al Y i eand) e
e They say it was such a --funny way to kill a man, rigging it all up like
that.
Sl 138 e i el IS s eday Ji8) elaian S - 138 Jie IS 4l 5l 58y
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e MRS. HALE. That's just what Mr. Hale said.
s JE Lo s Ja sl @

e There was a gun in the house. He says that's what he can't
understand.....

,,,,, A 13kl gy ¥ IS L 13a J iy J il 8 Aany dlia (S o

e Why didn't Mrs. Peters use the gun instead of the rope to kill
her husband?

Plea 5y Jial Jaadl (e Yoy 230Gl eadiinl ) yiw sawall @
2..Mrs.Peters hesitates to cover up for Minnie Wright, twice
reminding Mrs. Hale that the killer must answer for the crime.

Al o)) J sasall g (3 e ) Sda el e e dpdarill 23 55 ) yin ool e
ey Ao oSty )

e However, she ....has a change of heart. Find the passage in the
play (near the end) indicating that she has decided to go along
with a coverup.

S ) A pesall (B adaidl) o siall Qi) i Ll L)l aa o
el il i o) ) 8 L e Jay Las (el
3..Imagine what life was like for Minnie Wright when John

Wright was alive.

Bhallad e cul ) gsa oS leie ) el slall CuilS (af Ji5 @

e Then write a page of dialogue that begins when Mrs. Wright
....asks her husband for money to buy new clothes.

L s lle Ll ol il Lavie Tay 3l all e dadia (S o5 o
RATRENETT) DY ;\)-ﬂ JL
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4.\Write an essay that compares and contrasts life for a typical
American wife of the early twentieth century with life for a
typical ....American wife of the twenty-first century.
SR 551 (e Aand i Ayl a3 e Bl (Bl 45 lie Alie KT o
gl oAl L daad saill i) B A el A ) (o Blad) aa ( piall
Crpdad) g

5..1f Mrs. Wright is found innocent for lack of incriminating
evidence, do you believe her conscience will eventually make her
confess the ....crime?

ML@_\LQ LAJ.\MMJA c\.@_\.\mé\h\ qﬁjeﬂéﬁgﬁqbsw\ s g \SJ °

.. el G Lebens Cilladll
6..1f Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters change their minds and decide to
testify against Minnie Wright, would the evidence they
discovered be ....enough to conflict Mrs. Wright of murder?.
¢l (e 2 Bl ) g agd gie juad ) yin 3aaud) 5 Jaa sl ) e
Iyl 2l e 055 oY RS A )i

s sl ale Ja
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