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In this lecture,
we will discuss the following:

1- Why do we study language?

. PR oaibad .Y
2- Characteristics of Language. ) ‘
A-Language is a system. plai o 22l - ]
B-Language has the potential to create new meanings B Jlee S e 3 )il lpal dalll -
C-Language can have multiple functions: Dk LS Baneie Cailh g elliag o) oSy dxlll - 2
a. Language used referentially OIS o e & s 42l -)
b. Language used affectively 2Ol e Sise & Jeatiod 42l -Y
c. Language used aesthetically s (28 dee & Janind 431l ¥
d. Language used phatically e liall Jali A0 & et 420l - ¢
D-Language is diverse & sl Lgpal &alll - o
Why do we study language? ¢ dall) (i 1M
When we study language we discover more about 0o Al S s 3l A 2 2ie
different fields of knowledge: Adlisal) 48 peall Ylae
Psycholinguistics Sociolinguistics (i) A3l ale SLday) aall) ale
language
Artificial intelligence Applied linguistics Slbay) slsd) ale Aaadal) cly gl ale
Definitions AY"’. i jladil)
Psycholinguistics edill dall) ale

Is the study of how

a listener recognize words and utterances,
or how damage to our brains results in
certain kind of language disorders.
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Applied Linguistics 4l cily gll) ale
A branch of linguistics where we study how to learn and LiSay alA (g0 Cam Sy galll e g 8 02 3ok
to teach different languages. el Caline aalad g ala
Sociolinguistics Ail) dall) ale
The study of the relation between language and society ALVl aainall g all) (0 A8l 4l j0 e B le 2
and the different varieties of language people use ol Ly A el Calise Al
Artificial intelligence: y Sk slsdl) ale
The study of how to make computers more sophisticated STl 52l LA (g o (Al Ayl 5a
sk s Slelds
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Lecture 1

Language related issues are discussed in
newspapers, television, lectures, etc.

-e.g. complaining about jargon used in classroom
-e.g. coining new words.
-e.g. importance of political speeches, etc.

Characteristics of Language.

1- Language is a system.

2- Language has the potential to create new meanings
3- Language can have multiple functions.

4- Language is diverse

Language is a systematic way of combining smaller
units into larger units for the purpose of communication

Example
unit + unit = lexical items.
phoneme + phonemes = lexical items
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Ex. syntax
book Very This
This book is

(Use | [ ful |
[ Useful |

is useful
very Useful

Phonemes: the sounds of our language.
E.g. /k/, It/, etc.
Lexical items: the words of our language.

E.g. Help, homework, etc.

Syntax: grammatical rules which determine
how words can be combined into phrases

and sentences:
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Example

The nice book
Jane is happy

*book the nice
*Is happy Jane

The use of a star * means that the sentence is ungrammatical

bsai dania pf dlaall o A el JUll A * daadl) dadle



Lecture 1

Example Important Boss  Unlmportant Bossy

We can easily understand what these new words mean:

-Unimportant = not important
-Bossy = to order people around.

This characteristics distinguishes human
language from other languages:

Ex.  Birds have very limited range of messages.

Language can be used in different ways:
1. Language used referentially .

2. Language used affectively.
3. Language used aesthetically.

4. Language used phatically.

1. Language used referentially

Referential use of language can be found in
examples giving information or instructions the
speaker wants the hearer to do. The purpose is to
transmit accurate or non-ambiguous information.
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-Open this door.

Example -Putthose papers on the table. Al e &)Y elli aa -
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Your instruction is referential because it gives
information about what you want placed (the papers)
and where you want them placed (on the table).

2. Language used affectively.

When language is used affectively , the speaker/writer
expresses his/her feelings or attitudes.
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Oh, he is coming!

Example Wow, she is very beautiful. ha Al o2 I
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The affective function of language expresses the
speakers’ or writers’ feelings and attitudes.

Euaniall clalaily jelie ge et all Alladl) das )
<l



Lecture 1

3. Language used aesthetically.

Aesthetic language is usually used in poetry not in
science.
Aesthetic language can hold people's interest.

-Language performing aesthetic function is
designed to please the senses through actual or
imagined sounds and through metaphor.

Example Speech is silver silence is gold.

4. Language used phatically

The phatic function is used to keep communication
lines open and also keep social relationships well. It
helps in maintaining cohesion within social groups.

-Refers to the everyday usage of language

-Refers to the small talk between people to share
feelings or establish a mood of sociability; phatic
language is for the sake of interaction that opens up
a social channel.

Example
Greetings: How are you today?
Discussions of the weather: It is very warm today.

-There is more than one variety of English:
English varies between countries.
Example

Indian English, American English, etc.

-Language use varies within a country.
Example

Classical Arabic and Modern Arabic
Formal Arabic and informal Arabic.
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To Be Continued
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