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Introduction to American Literature
Dr. Bassam Abuzeid

Lecture Twelve - Samples of American Fiction:Novel

Themes

Freedoms_all

All human beings are free, independent, and equal
members of society.
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The novel celebrates the spirit of freedom and
independence through Huck and Jim, escapees from
oppression.
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The moral law supersedes government law.
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By protecting the black slave Jim, Huck breaks man-made
law and feels guilty.
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But he refuses to turn Jim in because his moral instincts tell
him he is doing the right thing.
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The Primacy of the Moral Law
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e Intuitive Wisdom-4aSall dg
e \Wisdom comes from the heart, not the head.
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e The educated characters in the novel are often deeply
flawed in some way—self-righteous, prejudiced, quixotic,
bound to tradition.
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e However, the uneducated—namely, Huck and Jim—exhibit
a natural, intuitive understanding of the world.
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e Though ignorant in many ways, they are wise in the ways
that count, relying on conscience, common sense, and
compassion to guide them.
¢zl d)‘buﬁw‘UA?ﬁﬁ“’)ﬁSC\}“U)@ ?GA\U‘“?‘:JML&J‘: °
Lo 3l 5D daa 1l g candid) sl 5 jaaall e slaie W

e A Child Shall Lead
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e A little child shall lead them.
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e Huck is portrayed as a boy who had a better grasp of morality
than the often corrupt civilization around him—a boy worth
imitating for his virtues.
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e Love of MoneyJlll oa
e The love of money is the root of all evil.
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e |tis the love of money, Huck’s, that prompts Pap Finn to gain
custody of Huck.
Ao e dladl Jdo Jpasll g gl g]\.ia,ggﬂ\ «loag @
e Itis the love of money that motivates the Duke and the King to
work their scams.
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e And, most important of all, it is the love of money that makes
southerners retain the institution of slavery.
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e Climax-5_3

® ... The climax occurs when Tom and Huck free Jim, and Tom—
who has suffered a bullet wound in the leg—tells Huck that a
provision in Miss Watson's will has freed Jim.
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® ... Like the Mississippi River itself, the plot flows around bends,
through darkness and fog, and into bright sunlight.
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e The story is full of surprises, moving through many episodes that
are little stories in themselves.
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e These episodes form a unified whole that illumines the characters
and their values.
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e The mood is sometimes light and buoyant, sometimes deadly
serious.
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e The writing (that is, Huck’s storytelling and the characters’
conversations) is a delight—richly descriptive, humorous, and
suspenseful.
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®* ... But it is not true, as some have observed, that Huck’s first-
person narration and the conversation of the strange mixture of
characters represent authentic regional dialects.
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o ... Twain learned to write this way from writers of "local color,"
an American literary movement of the last half of the nineteenth
century.
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e Besides presenting narratives in a regional dialect, local-color
writers, or "local colorists," attempted to portray life in the
various sections of burgeoning America.
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