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Abstract :
     The study promotes using children’s drama activities in teaching EFL/ESL for the second level of English class in Saudi Arabia which targets the seventh grade students. The activity will help in improving their language skill, building their confidence, enhancing their comprehension level. Besides,  enriching their vocabulary. This research is based on an experiment in a Saudi seventh grade class to investigate this method and to prove itself beneficial in acquiring  the second language. 

Introduction:
     Saudi seventh grade students live in a community that rarely used English on daily basis activities, and they are at an age where they feel anxious and extra sensitive towards making mistakes.  
 Using children’s drama as an activity can help and improve pronunciation and comprehension of what was learned in the class. These activates give the student a motive and build confidence to use the speaking skill, especially shy kids who are willing to take part in the performance with their assigned roles without the need to create one at this beginner level. Also, it helps improving listening and reading skills. At later stages, it will help improving writing skill.
Participation in the play makes the student more relevant to the content and helps them acquire new vocabulary. Also, the content itself becomes more meaningful to learn.







Literature review:
"The use of drama techniques and activities in the classroom provides exciting opportunities for second language learners to use the language in concrete “situations”. Besides, some research studies (Maley & Duff, 2001;Phillips, 2003) suggest that drama activities can promote interesting ways of motivating language learners and teachers. With drama we can play, move, act and learn at the same time (Phillips, 2003). ( Fuentes, 2010)
     Drama activities transmit an ordinary traditional technique EFL/ESL class to alive and full of excitement one, and it is increased the learner’s interest in learning. 
 Drama is a really good form of literature, and using it in teaching any language will provide a better environment in learning and improving it. Kids are faster learners than adults. They will learn the language effectively by being involved in the practice. Also, will build up confidence, acquire new vocabularies, learn how to pronounce better, interact in the target language, and develop listening skill. There are many studies that support the benefits of drama in EFL.
  “I have often been amazed at how effective drama is to capture the attention of the students in the ESL/EFL classroom.” .” By using drama in the English classroom, we can use English with our students in intriguing and useful ways.”( Boudreault, 2010)
He climes that “This is all very relevant information concerning using drama in the ESL/EFL classroom. We can sum up the benefits of drama in language teaching as follows:
· the acquisition of meaningful, fluent interaction in the target language;
· the assimilation of a whole range of pronunciation and prosodic features in a fully contextualized and interactional manner;
· the fully contextualized acquisition of new vocabulary and structure;
· an improved sense of confidence in the student in his or her ability to learn the target language.” (Wessels, p.10).


Significance of The Research: 
     This research aims to prove how drama activity is a practical technique in teaching and comprehending foreign/second language, and how drama material is a great source to use in teaching the new language for young non-native speaker learners. It proved self-benefits in learning the language, providing motivation, building confidence and acquiring new skills with promising results.   
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Research Question: 
     This subject area is run around how children's drama in EFL/ESL class can work really effectively with students, particularly in interaction, pronunciation, building confidence and gaining new vocabulary.


Research Methodology:
     The study will be in a class of 16 seventh grade students at Eman school for a month.  First, each student will be given a printed play script (Little Half Chicken). Second, each student will be given a role to play. Third, students will be asked to practice after each class. Fourth, at the end of the week, student will be asked to play a one to one set. Finally, the participants will be asked to perform the play in front of 3 English teacher volunteers who will evaluate the performance (speaking, pronunciation, confidence and interplay). The students will be rewarded with extra credits and a trophy. Later on, a printed survey will be given to all the participants in the study for feedback. 
    
  

Ethical Consideration :

Consideration will take place in:
1- School Board and parents’ permission.
2- Difficulty level of the play (not too easy nor too difficult) for the students.
3- The classroom will be the theater stage.
4- Teachers may experience some anxiety due to not using the classical way of teaching.



Limitations of the study:
    The restrictions are in the number of the participating students and teachers in the study for only one month to prepare the experiment as an extracurricular activity, and the effect of  the limitation of time to get more revealing results.



Expected Results:
      The research is expected to show positive results given that the students will get excited to join in performing plays to get out of the classical classroom environment. The students' interaction during the play will inevitably be beneficial in terms of improving their language skills. 50% of the students will generate the desire to learn, improve their interaction and comprehension, break their shyness to use the language, inquire more vocabulary and terms and get better pronunciation. Most of the teachers will approve and recommend this delight and effective method more often to use in teaching EFL/ESL class after the evaluation results.
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Appendix:

Interview/Feedback Questions:
1. Do you feel more comfortable with this technique in learning/teaching?
1. Have you learned any new vocabulary or term?
1. Have you found out how to pronounce better and more effective?
1. Do you feel more confident to speak in the second language in public?
1. Do you have any problem with interacting?
1. Is it easier to learn and comprehend ESL with this method?
1. Is it easier to teach with this technique?
1. Would you participate in further study?
1. Would you recommend this technique?
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