Folktales
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Why the Sky is So High A folktale

from Bengal, India
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Why the Sea is Salt A folktale
from Karelia
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Many folktales seek to explain the
world around us. ¢ Some such
stories are:

Aliadall Aluad &) s & 5 408
Folktales often centre around
favourite character types.
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clever old woman
The Miserly Old Woman A folktale
from India
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How the Old Woman Got Her Wish




A folktale from India
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Sometimes stories grow up around
real people and places. One such
tale is that of:
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The Two Sisters-in-Law A folktale
from India
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agreedupon matter is that fairy tales do



not require fairies

| The Magic Mirror | Jack And The Bean-
stalk | Jack The Giant Killer | The Golden
Goose | Beauty and the Beast | Cinderella
| Little Red Riding Hood | Sleeping
Beauty | The Ugly Duckling |
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Events occur outside the ordinary laws that operate
within the universe
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Magic is central to the fantasy genre
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Fantasy stories often involve journeys and quests
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Science fiction stories also operate outside the normal
boundaries of the real world but they are usually set in
the future and involve the wonders of technology
Fairy tales are shorter than most fantasy works
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Some hovels begin and end in a fantasy world (for
example The Hobbit or A Wizard of Earthsea)
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Others start in the real world and move into a fantasy
world (for example Alice in Wonderland or Peter Pan).
oY e gl
in g 5ok Jie el & adiat JUA Led JAy s Llle
A third type of fantasy is set in the real world but
elements of magic intrude upon it (for example Mary
Poppins or David Almond's Skelling)
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The major advantage of fantasy is that it
can open up possibilities
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Writers are able to convey complex ideas
on a symbolic level
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Fantasy works can provide a fresh

perspective on the real world.
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Thomas Hardy preferred fantasy over
realism



