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DEFINITIONS INTRODUCTORY & FIRST LECTURE
1-definitions. It is difficult to give a single definition of discourse analysis.
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2-Discourse analysis will enable to reveal the hidden motivations behind a text or
behind the choice of a particular method of research to interpret that text
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3- Discourse analysis is meant to provide a higher awareness of the hidden motivations
in others and in ourselves, and therefore, enable us to solve concrete problem by
making us ask ontological and epistemological questions.
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4- Though critical thinking about the analysis of texts is as ancient as mankind,
discourse analysis is perceived as the product of postmodern period
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5- Discourse Analysis (DA) is a modern discipline of the social sciences that covers a
wide variety of different sociolinguistic approaches.

It aims to study and analyse the use of discourse in at least one of the three ways
stated above, and more often than not, all of them at once.
Analysis of discourse looks not only at the basic level of what is said, but

takes into consideration the surrounding social and historical contexts

ase Ldia) malial Calide (o dmuly degana o Sl e lial) agdell Cuia jaads o (DA) Cladll Jilash-

agsalll

IS GLa¥) Sy oSlel 5,83l DA Gkl e V) e saaly b Ukl alasialy Jads Al ) Casgs s
Al Ayl e Liia¥) R Lo cpe 3 38k b J e ol (ggineall i i Ul s

bl



6 - Making the distinction between whether a person is described as a ‘colonization ’ or
a ‘occupation’ is something DA would look at, whilst considering the implications of each
term. To expand, 'occupation’ is a term that brings negative connotations of evil and
damaging, whereas 'colonization' has positive connotations of helping others to develop
themselves. So, one term is looked

upon a lot more favourably than the other, and this is what a Discourse Analystwould
consider, as well as looking at the relationship of these terms with a widely used term.’.
Discourse analysts will look at any given text, and this just means anything that
communicates a message, and particularly, how that message constructs a social
reality or view of the world
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1. Language has a magical property: when we speak or write we craft what we have to
say to fit the situation or context in which we are communicating. But , at the same
time, how we speak or write creates that very situation or context. It seems, then, that
we fit our language to a situation or context that our language, in turn, helped to create
in the first place
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2.This is rather like the “chicken and egg” question: Which comes first? The situation

we're in ( e. g. a committee meeting) ? Or the language we use (our committee ways of
talking and interacting)? Is this a “committee meeting” because we are speaking and
acting this way, or are we speaking and acting this way because this is a committee

meeting? After all, if we did not speak and act in certain ways, committees could not
exist; but then, if institutions, committees, and committee meetings didn't already exist,
speaking and acting this way would be nonsense.
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3.Discourses and social languages
When ever we speak or write, we always and simultaneously construct or build six
things or six areas of “reality”:
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1.The meaning and value of aspects of the material world:

I enter a plain, square room, and speak and act in a certain way (e. g. like someone
about to run a meeting), and, low and behold, where I sit becomes the “front” of the
room.
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2-Activities: We talk and act in one way and we are engaged in formally opening a
committee meeting; we talk and act in another way and we are engaged in
“chit-chat” before the official start of the meeting.
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3-Identities and relationships: I talk and act in one way one moment and I am speaking
and acting as “chair” of the committee; the next moment I speak and talk in a different
way and I am speaking and acting as one peer/colleague speaking to another.
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Here things are referred to quite specifically (“children or teenagers,” “this
medication,” “chicken pox,” " flu,” “Reye Syndrome,” “aspirin,” “last 3 months,” “unborn
child,” “delivery”), doctors are called “doctor,” and matters are treated emphatically
(italics, capitals, “should not,” “rare but serious,” “especially important,” “specifically
directed”).
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As with any drug, if you are pregnant or nursing a baby, seek the advice of a health
professional before using this product.

Here things are referred to more generally
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Discourse analysis is meant to provide a higher awareness of the hidden

motivations in others and in ourselves

enable us to solve
concrete problem by making us ask ontological and epistemological questions

discourse analysis is perceived as the product of postmodern period

5- Discourse Analysis (DA) is a modern discipline of the social sciences that
covers a wide variety of different sociolinguistic approaches.

Analysis of discourse looks not only at the basic level of what is said, but
takes into consideration the surrounding social and historical contexts


https://sites.google.com/a/sheffield.ac.uk/all-about-linguistics/branches/sociolinguistics/what-is-sociolinguistics

Discourse Analyst
would consider, as well as looking at the relationship of these terms with a widely
used term.’
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when we speak or write we craft what we have to say to fit the situation

how we speak or write creates that very situation or context.

and committee
meetings didn’t already exist, speaking and acting this way would be nonsense.

Whenever we speak or write, we always and simultaneously construct or
build six things
40 a8 ) A8 ) LAl

The meaning and value of aspects of the material world: | enter a plain,
square room

Politics): I talk and act in such a way that

a visibly angry male in a committee meeting (perhaps it’s me!) is “standing his
ground on principle,” but a visibly angry female is “hysterical.”

Semiotics (what and how different symbol systems and different forms of
knowledge “count”):

.tools of inquiry” (ways of looking at the world of talk and interaction

Situated identities,” that is, different identities or social positions we enact and
recognize in different settings

Discourses” with a capital “D,” that is, different ways in which we humans
integrate language with non-language “stuff,”

When you speak or write anything, you use the resources of English to project



yourself as a certain kind of person,

You also project yourself as engaged in a certain kind of activity

. If  have no idea who you are and what you are doing, then | cannot make sense
of what you have said, written, or done

at a formal dinner party than you do at the family dinner table. And, though these
are both dinner, they are
different activities

the study of language is integrally connected to matters of equity and justice.

An oral or written “utterance” has meaning, then,
only if and when it
communicates a who and a what
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Cultural models explain relative to the standards of the group
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Cultural models are usually not completely in any one person's head
add o) Gy b JelS IS A Ll oy 585 2y

o

ARy o PP Ty Sl ol

The meaning and value of aspects of the material world
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I enter a plain <square room, and speak and act in a certain way




2- Activities
Cld ) 55 AS Hlial) Al Loy 43 adadiny)
:We talk and act in one way and we are engaged in formally opening a committee
meeting; we talk and act in another way and we are engaged in
“chit-chat "before the official start of the meeting.

3-Identities and relationships :

Dl 5 adliaal) 46y Hlally Leday i 8l by sl T talk and act in one way one moment and I am
speaking and acting as "chair” of the committee; the next moment I speak and talk
in a different way and T am speaking and acting as one peer/colleague speaking to
another .

4 Politics

JS i 44l Ledas 53 (the distribution of social goods : ( I talk and act in such a way
that a visibly angry male in a committee meeting (perhaps it's mel) is "standing his
ground on principle,” but a visibly angry female is "hysterical “.

5.Connections :
5 oS Al Lehay i Sty
I talk and act so as o make what I am saying here and now in this committee
meeting about whether we should admit more minority students connected to or
relevant to
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| enter a plain «<square room, and speak and act in a certain way

2- Activities
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:We talk and act in one way and we are engaged in formally opening a committee
meeting; we talk and act in another way and we are engaged in

“chit-chat ”before the official start of the meeting.

3-ldentities and relationships :

el g Adlidal) 48y yhally Loy 5 clBSlal) g il 9¢d) | talk and act in one way one moment and | am
speaking and acting as “chair” of the committee; the next moment | speak and
talk in a different way and | am speaking and acting as one peer/colleague
speaking to another .




4. Politics

JlS A 4alsy Lehy S (the distribution of social goods : (| talk and act in such a way
that a visibly angry male in a committee meeting (perhaps it’s me!) is “standing
his ground on principle,” but a visibly angry female is “hysterical ”.

5.Connections :
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| talk and act so as to make what | am saying here and now in this committee
meeting about whether we should admit more minority students connected to or
relevant to
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