LECTURE 7

Logical Order
In addition to using transition signals and repeating key nouns and
pronouns, a fourth way to achieve coherence is to arrange your sentences in
some kind of logical order. Your choice of one kind of logical order over
another will, of course, depend on your topic and your purpose. You may
even combine two or more different logical orders in the same paragraph.
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The important point to remember is to arrange your ideas in some kind of
order that is logical to a reader accustomed to the English way of writing.
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Some common kinds of logical order in English are:

1. Chronological order 2. Logical division of ideas 3. Comparison/contrast.
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1-Chronological order is order by time—a sequence of events or steps in a
process.
2- In logical division of ideas, a topic is divided into parts, and each part is
discussed separately.
3- In a comparison/contrast paragraph, the similarities and/or differences
between two or more items are discussed.
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Identify the type of logical order used in this paragraph?

The process of machine translation of languages is complex. To translate a
document from English into Japanese, for example, the computer first
analyzes an English sentence, determining its grammatical structure and
identifying the subject, verb, objects, and modifiers. Next, the words are
translated by an English-Japanese dictionary. After that, another part of the
computer program analyzes the resulting awkward jumble' of words and




meanings and produces an intelligible sentence based on the rules of

Japanese syntax and the machine's understanding of what the original

English sentence meant. Finally, a human bilingual editor polishes the
computer-produced translation.

The answer is:
chronological order because it uses time order to organize the steps.

In the following paragraph, notice how the four elements work together to create
a unified and coherent paragraph.

A Leap Year Custom Lives On

No one knows for certain the origin of the@ustombthat allows women to
m::::’,’::::?o:: propose marriage on Leap Day. Leap Day’i j 29th, the extra day

nch with the solar year.

KeY NOUNS ARE REPEATED, explanation for the custom comes fr;
AND BYNONYMS ARE USED.

ording to Irish legend,
Saint Brigid, an Irish holy woman who fived in the/fifth century, complained to

PRONOUNS ARE Saint Patrick about women having to propose. Saint Patrick
consIsTENT: agreed that this practice was un ided that eager females could pro-
TRANSITION SIGNALS HELP pose on this one day. A_d'[*e explanatio the custom comes from medieval
THE READER FOLLOW THE. e — .
PROGAESSION OF IDBAS. England. According to this dxplanation, there thought that because Leap

i
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old and unjust practice. In 1288, the custoryi became an actual law in Scotland.

Not only did the Sconis_t)_lgw allow womerj to propose on any day during a Leap

IDEAS ARE PRESENTED IN

opdetsmmpepihadiny Year, but({D&/so said that any man who dgclined a woman proposal had to

pay a finel Whatever its origins, the tradition of women taking the initiative
one day a year lives on in Sadie Hawkins Day celebrations held in many

communities in the United States even today.
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These are the important points covered in this chapter.

1. Every good paragraph has both unity and coherence.
2. You achieve unity by
e discussing only one idea in a paragraph.
¢ always staying on the topic in your supporting sentences.
3. You achieve coherence by
¢ repeating key nouns.
¢ using consistent pronouns.
¢ using transition signals.
e arranging your ideas in some kind of "logical order".
4. There are different types of transition signals. Each type is punctuated
differently.
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