LECTURE 4

Unity and Coherence
(laolaidly B oll)
Unity:

An important element of a good paragraph is unity. Unity means that a
paragraph discusses one and only one main idea from beginning to end. For
example, if your paragraph is about the advantages of owning a compact car,
discuss only that. Do not discuss the disadvantages. Furthermore, discuss
only one advantage, such as gas economy, in each paragraph.
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If you begin to discuss another advantage, start a new paragraph. Sometimes
it is possible to discuss more than one aspect of the same idea in one
paragraph if they are closely related to each other. For example, you could
discuss gas economy and low maintenance costs in the same paragraph
because they are closely related, but you should not discuss both gas
economy and easier parking in the same paragraph because they are not
closely related.
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The second part of unity is that every supporting sentence must directly
explain or prove the main idea. For example, in a paragraph about the high
cost of prescription drugs in the United States, you could mention buying
drugs from pharmacies outside the United States as an alternative, but if you

write several sentences about buying drugs outside the United States, you
are getting off the topic, and your paragraph will not have unity.
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Both of the following paragraphs break the rule of unity because they
contain one or more sentences that are off the topic.

Step 1 Locate and underline the topic sentence of each paragraph.

Step 2 Cross out the sentence or sentences that are off the topic.
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Paragraph 1

Adventure travel is the hot trend in the tourism industry. Ordinary people
are no longer content to spend their two weeks away from the office resting
on a sunny beach in Florida. More and more often, they are choosing to
spend their vacations rafting down wild rivers, hiking through steamy rain
forests, climbing the world's highest mountains, or crossing slippery glaciers.
People of all ages are choosing educational study tours for their vacations.

b

Adventure travel is the hot trend in the tourism industry. Ordinary people are
no longer content to spend their two weeks away from the office resting on
a sunny beach in Florida. More and more often, they are choosing to spend
their vacations rafting down wild rivers, hiking through steamy rain forests,
climbing the world's highest mountains, or crossing slippery glaciers. Pescple-
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Paragraph 2

Daredevil sports are also becoming popular. Young people especially are
increasingly willing to risk life and limb while mountain biking, backcountry
snowboarding, or high-speed skateboarding. Soccer is also popular in the
United States now, although football is still more popular. One of the riskiest
new sports is skysurfing, in which people jump out of airplanes with boards
attached to their feet. Skysurfing rivals skydiving and bungee jumping for
the amount of thrills and risk.

Daredevil sports are also becoming popular. Young people especially are
increasingly willing to risk life and limb while mountain biking, backcountry

snowboarding, or high-speed skateboarding. Seccerisalso-popuiarinthe-
United-Statesnow-although-footballisstilbmeore popular-One of the riskiest

new sports is skysurfing, in which people jump out of airplanes with boards
attached to their feet. Skysurfing rivals skydiving and bungee jumping for the
amount of thrills and risk.
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Coherence

Another element of a good paragraph is coherence. The Latin verb cohere

means "hold together." For coherence in writing, the sentences must hold

together; that is, the movement from one sentence to the next must be

logical and smooth. There must be no sudden jumps. Each sentence should

flow smoothly into the next one.
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There are four ways to achieve coherence:
1. Repeat key nouns.
2. Use consistent pronouns.
3. Use transition signals to link ideas.
4. Arrange your ideas in logical order.
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Repetition of key nouns
The easiest way to achieve coherence is to repeat key nouns frequently in
your paragraph. Read the model paragraph about gold to see how it uses

this technique to smooth the flow of sentences. The key noun in this
paragraph is gold.
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Paragraph with Coherence

Gold

1Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. 2First of all,
gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. *Therefore, it is suitable for
jewelry, coins, and ornamental purposes. *Gold never needs to be polished and will
remain beautiful forever. °For example, a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished
today as the day it was made 25 centuries ago. ®Another important characteristic
of gold is its usefulness to industry and science. ’For many years, it has been used——.
in hundreds of industrial applications, such as photography and dentistry. The
most recent use of gold is in astronauts’ suits. *Astronauts wear gold-plated heat
shields for protection when they go outside spaceships in space. °In conclusion,
gold is treasured not only. for its beauty but also for its utility.

There is no fixed rule about how often to repeat key nouns or when to
substitute pronouns. You should repeat a key noun instead of using a
pronoun when the meaning is not clear. Throughout the following




paragraph, the word gold has been replaced by pronouns, making the
paragraph much less coherent.
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Paragraph without Coherence

Gold

Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of
all, it has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable
for jewelry, coins, and ornamental purposes. It never needs to be polished and
will remain beautiful forever. For example, a Macedonian coin remains as
untarnished today as the day it was made 25 centuries ago. Another of its
important characteristics is its usefulness to industry and science. For many
years, it has been used in hundreds of industrial applications, such as
photography and dentistry. lts most recent use is in astronauts’ suits. Astronauts
wear heat shields made from it for protection when they go outside spaceships
in space. In conclusion, it is treasured not only for its beauty but also for its
utility.

Consistent Pronouns

When you use pronouns, make sure that you use the same person and
number throughout your paragraph. Don't change from you to he or she
(change of person) or from he to they (change of number). Notice the
changes the writer made for consistency in the following example.

Students Know : have
A-student who krews a few Latin and Greek roots and prefixes kas an
students do not
advantage over a-student who éees—ﬂettsnotvsv them. They can often guess the
- -gtudents - ::
meaning of new words. If, for example, yet know that the prefix omni means

they
“all,” yet have a better chance of guessing the meanings of words such as

; ; S students Know
omnibus, omnipresent, and omnidirectional. Furthermore, a-stadent who
that the root sci- comes from scire, “to know,” can guess that omniscient means

“all-knowing.”
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