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e English Poetry from Romantics to Moderns
e Instructor : Dr. Ibrahim Elshinnawy-2nd Lecture
o William Blake (1757-1827)-The Little Black Boy

1 My mother bore me in the
southern wild,

2 And | am black, but O! my
soul is white;

3 White as an angel is the
English child,

4 But | am black, as if bereav'd
of light.

5 My mother taught me
underneath a tree,

6 And sitting down before the
heat of day,

7 She took me on her lap and
Kissed me,

8 And pointing to the east,
began to say:

9 "Look on the rising sun: there
God does live,

10 And gives his light, and
gives his heat away;

11 And flowers and trees and
beasts and men receive

12 Comfort in morning, joy in
the noonday.
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13 And we are put on earth a
little space,

14 That we may learn to bear
the beams of love;

15 And these black bodies and
this sunburnt face

16 Is but a cloud, and like a
shady grove.

17 For when our souls have
learn'd the heat to bear,

18 The cloud will vanish; we
shall hear his voice,

19 Saying: 'Come out from the
grove, my love and care,

20 And round my golden tent
like lambs rejoice.""

21 Thus did my mother say,
and kissed me;

22 And thus I say to little
English boy,

23 When | from black and he
from white cloud free,

24 And round the tent of God
like lambs we joy,

25 1'll shade him from the heat,
till he can bear

26 To lean in joy upon our
father's knee;
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27 And then I'll stand and Al de Lol L) g ) Cagun Gl
stroke his silver hair, ¢ adll =il
28 And be like him, and he will st g Al 5 ealie O S0
then love me.

e Commentary

This is one of the “Songs of Innocence”.
Mel ) (Sl e aals 8 138 e
It was written by Blake as an attempt on his part to help in
abolishing slave- trade.
Gl s e eliail a sac Lsall aila (e A glae 4y oy U (e i
It is a plea against “racial discrimination”.
Vs paial) juadll" s Gl 43 e
e He believes that people are equal regardless of their color.
el oo Rl Gk g gluia Ul ) aSiay @
e Despite of its political subject, Blake here makes use of two major
Ideas which are intermingled:
Jalias 3l st U (8 Sl aladi Ua Gl Jane ool & snsall (e a2 )L @

e A-The Idea that to be good needs an effort and those who suffer
more are thought to be religiously better.
Sl (5 6% O ST iy 5 () gilag cpdl) il gl 5 g ) Zlisd sua (K5 013 S8 @
L
e B-The Neo- Platonic idea that the soul is the essential of man; the
essence (soul) of mankind is the same, but what differs is their
bodies in which their souls are imprisoned.
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e Once it is set free (by the death of the body) it goes back to its
divine origin which is God.
A sa A eIV alial )2 gy 40 (anead) (e Bl g Canss) Ulas st 3 jaass @
e The body whether black or white, is a colored cloud that will
disappear one day, while the soul goes back to its creator.
@m\”ﬂ@mu\@uw@umm@ (anl J}J(wg\ O 1) e
IRl ) 353 5l o

e The Little Black Boy-Summary
- peall 35l uall - adls e
e A black child tells the story of how he came to know
his own identity and to know God.
A3 yra g daldl) 4y s Co el el 40l (S dial S s gl Jilaal) o

Y

e The boy, who was born 1n “the southern wild” of
Africa, first explains that though his skin is black his
soul is as white as that of an English child.

al oa g - J oY) oLy 8 8" Ayl i dals sl calgll e
(s oalaiy) Jaball LS sliay an g 8 3 gl oala (e a2l

e He relates how his loving mother taught him about God
who lives in the East, who gives light and life to all
creation and comfort and joy to men.
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e “We are put on earth,” his mother says, to learn to
accept God’s love.
A L aleti o o V) e Uisia g cdal J 585 o
e He is told that his black skin “is but a cloud” that will
be dissipated when his soul meets God in heaven.
A pang Ledie 2058 (5 "Alans (5 g Gl 0¥ sals ) Al J85 @
cAaall S
o The black boy passes on this lesson to an English child,
explaining that his white skin is likewise a cloud.
an) sala ()l Laiza ga o5 jalany) Jadall o all g 2 su1 Al gl ey @
AlalS Lyl o
e He vows that when they are both free of their bodies
and delighting in the presence of God, he will shade his
white friend until he, too, learns to bear the heat of
God’s love.
) JUB 5 el 3 ga ol Z LBV g Sl JS e A (S Ladie 3 ge 41l @
A a5 s Jaad aleid bzl ¢ ) aiaa Jlay Cogus
e Then, the black boy says, he will be like the English
boy, and the English boy will love him.
el 5 oo ol anall Jie ) sSa 43l 2 sul) all J i ¢ o
Ay g (g alaY)
e A black boy compares himself to a white English boy,
and at first finds himself wanting.
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(b A 2y g i) (g 5alaiY) rally andi 3 gul) uall 05 o
A Al
e He claims his soul is as white as the English boy’s, but
also sees himself as “black as if bereav’d of light.”
ails 4 (5 Ll (<15 ¢ 3aladY) ) S slandag ) ey @
Mo gl e o LaS gl
e He then remembers that his loving mother taught him
that his black skin is a result of constant exposure to the
sun.
aieal) (ga el Aaii sa oo gudl 43 8 o) addde Al atall g S e
el Ay
e The mother explains the sun as God’s gift to mankind,
sharing both His light and his heat, both of which are
forms of His love.
o gl Al e S audld g ey puill ) A LS uadll puidi 430ll 5 0
Abae G e LaaDIS 5l s ) jall
e His color, she explains, is a temporary “cloud” to be
borne until he can fully learn to dwell in the presence of
God’s love.
e OSak (in u W mg A) MRlad) e el 55 5] o
A dna s g ) Lalad alail
o The speaker ends by saying he will tell the English boy
this truth and look forward to the day when both of
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them have put off this cloud and can love one another

truly.

Y bty Al s (5 ey ol 481 Ol el DS 5 o
lin Gl agmny gy Alaall 538 AL agazen (2 sl

o Analysis-Jalad

e "The Little Black Boy" consists of seven heroic stanzas, which are
quatrains following the ABAB rhyme scheme.
Glic] A clbel ) A Sl ddshy adalic 4 (10 S5 "BOV &30 Jil" @
ABAB 444l ki
e The first two stanzas describe the boy's mother and the influence
she has had on his life.
Ads e 5ili lad culS ) wall sall 5 Caual adaliall (il J 4l o
e The third, fourth, and fifth stanzas recall the mother's exact words
In her lessons to her son.
el A e soall (8 48y alS Lascally 2V SH el s sl Sl cCallil) adaliall o
e The final two stanzas describe how the black boy communicates
his lesson to the white English boy for whom he has a great
affection.
oY) ) e Allail 0 sl sl o CaS Caa i (p paY) (eaidl o
5 uS B g AJUS.\Lgﬂ\L;).\L_N\

e Stanzas one and two describe the past; stanzas three, four, and five
recall the mother's words as if they were being spoken in the
present; the sixth and seventh stanzas include the black boy's
words, which he “will say” to the English boy in the future.
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Satianall & g plaiy) uall "0 s sa 53l g e ) uall Gl e
e Thus, the poem itself progresses in time from a past (learning), to
the present (the lesson itself) and to the future (the implementation
or practical outworking of the lesson).
palall i gl s g o(alaill) acalall gl 8 a0 g anadll (8 (XS 5 @
(ool el (s salall Jaadl of 2asill) Jaisal) o (4nsis G yall)

e Hints of anti-slavery sentiment and an opposition to racism occur

In this poem, but they are not the main message.
b4 & Caaad Ay peaiell din jlaall 5 i geall danliall e liall (pe Cilagali @
" ol Al ) ) WS (3auail)

e The equality of human beings is, however, emphasized by the
poem in its depiction of God creating the world as an act of divine
mercy, giving the sun to shine upon and warm all people
everywhere as a preparation for the light and heat of His love

G 1) Jad LS allall il (3180 6y a8 sl J8 (e 2S5 ¢yl o 81 sbesal) @
2wl L liely Gl S 8 (ulall JS (i g (5 il Ll elae ) 5 gl
Wil 3 ) all 5 ¢ suall

e Form

e The poem is in heroic quatrains, which are stanzas of pentameter
lines rhyming ABAB.

ABAB Jselill 4sulad L shad alliall 3 i sladl el ) (n (o S30ail) @

e The form is a variation on the ballad stanza, and the slightly longer
lines are well suited to the pedagogical tone of this poem
A 50 i) Aagll Sl J ghal L gaad dalie Ll LS e | adaial CDUA) 58 saill @
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Commentary- gl

This poem centers on a spiritual awakening to a divine love that
transcends race.

i V| TV EN RN o W i | B ENP A 8T N S R AR A
The speaker is an African child who has to come to terms with
his own blackness.

.wq\ﬂqmjﬁéﬂ\@)éﬂﬁmﬁgﬁd\ o
Blake builds the poem on clear imagery of light and dark.
pABl 5 o pall dazl g0 ) pual banal Gl iy o
e The contrast in the first stanza between the child’s black skin and
his belief in the whiteness of his soul lends poignancy to his
particular problem of self-understanding.

Ualy 8 ealiie ) g 0 Y Jikall alx g oY) (s prill adatall & adlil) dcay e

e The child’s mother symbolizes a natural and selfless love that
becomes the poem’s ideal.
omms]\uﬁé\_ﬂ\_mc_ua.awd\ I s o)) oy drpdall ) Jalali3all g e )3 @
e She shows a tender concern for her child’s self-esteem, as well as a
strong desire that he knows the comfort of God.
A e dal )l Gayrgail 4 8 dae ) clliS g dlglida il o) jiaf diadlia (B8 Helailgi) o
e She persuades him, according to conventional Christian doctrine
that earthly life is but a preparation for the rewards of heaven.
Dl agad W) g L Ay siall sladl ol ¢l ds sl 5ajall 8 5 o4y 285 Ll @
aaal)




ANASF

e In this context, their dark skin is similarly but a temporary
appearance, with no bearing on their eternal essence: skin, which is
a factor only in this earthly life, becomes irrelevant from the
perspective of heaven.
s o iliane ae cciige jedae Jially o ASIA agi s (Glad) 128 8 o
e Al (63 e graan s ¢ gl Bhall oded aua gl Jalall o 5 calal) 1 g
slall ) glate

e The black boy internalizes his mother’s lesson and applies it in his
relations with the outer world; specifically, Blake shows us what
happens when the boy applies it to his relationship with a white
child.

allall ae 45N 8 adde (Gulai g alall g 3 sl Al e daall cdlial o
oany)

e The results are ambivalent.

e The boy explains to his white friend that they are equals, but that
neither will be truly free until they are released from the constraints
of the physical world.

(3 Al 358 G pgal e

e He imagines himself shading his friend from the brightness of
God’s love until he can become accustomed to it.

Al ey O Al (Jia ) s @ shais (e 4aial Bl s Jay o

e This statement implies that the black boy is better prepared for
heaven than the white boy, perhaps because of the greater burden
of his dark skin has posed during earthly life.
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Model Questions
1- The Little Black Boy was written by......................
...................... 4 Y] ppeall ol CalS o
A- Wordsworth B- Byron
C- Blake D- Shelly
The correct answer is (B) Blake
2- Blake believes that people are.....

LLooeal) Qi Eine Micl o
A- equal B- unequal
C-lazy D- brave
The correct answer is (a)
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